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SERMON:   Happy to Be Humble for Christ’s Sake
TEXT:  1 Peter 2:11-17

Introduction

  A. “W ho are you to tell me what to do?!?”  How many of us have ever said or thought this?  

  B.  It is natural to our fallen human nature to resist and rebel against any and all authority - parental,    

    educational, church, employer, governmental, etc.  Such unwillingness to submit to

authority is one of    the fleshly lusts that war against, that shred the very fabric of our souls, a lust that

the Christ who loves   us warns us to avoid at all costs.

1 Peter 2:11  Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which

wage war against the soul.

Romans 8:7  because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject

(hupotasso) itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so,  and those who are in the 8

flesh cannot please God. 

  C.  And so in 1 Peter 2:13-17 we are directed by the Lord to humble ourselves in the freedom from sin’s   

enslavement that He purchased with His blood.

1 Peter 2:24  and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin

and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  For you were continually 25

straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

  D.  Here is what such healing will look like.

I.  The command to submit ourselves to every human authority is a command to humble

ourselves.

1 Peter 2:13  Submit (hupotasso) yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution (ktsis

= creature, creation), whether to a king as the one in authority (huperecho), 

  A.  The word we translate “submit” is a compound Greek word, hupo = under and “tasso” = to order,

arrange.      From “hupo” we get our English prefix “hypo” = under, low.  E.g., hypoglycemia = low

blood sugar.

  B.  The word we translate in 2:13 as “authority” is a compound Greek word, huper = above, and “echo” = 

to have, indicating a higher, superior position.  From “huper” we get our English prefix “hyper” = 

above.  E.g., hyperglycemia = high blood sugar.  Hypertension = high blood pressure. 

Hyperactive child.

II.  The reason we submit ourselves to every human authority is for the Lord’s sake.

1 Peter 2:13   Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a

king as the one in authority,  or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and 14

the praise of those who do right. 

  A.  Because He is Lord over all human authorities.

Daniel 2:20  Daniel said, "Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and

power belong to Him.  "It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and 21

establishes kings; ....



Romans 13:1  Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no

authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.  Therefore 2

whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed

will receive condemnation upon themselves. 

      1.  Human authorities are established by God W ho delegates to them His authority to carry out His

purposes.

      2.  W hen we submit to their authority we honor God and respect His authority which He has delegated

to    them to serve His divine purposes. 

      3.  By commanding believers to submit to kings, governors, etc. for the Lord’s sake, Peter removes all

arguments based on the worthiness of those in authority.  W e do not submit ultimately for their

sake, but           for Christ’s sake.  This is why children are to submit to parental authority, wives to

their husbands’    authority, employees to their employers’ authority, students to their teachers’

authority.  Our submission

is an offering of ourselves to God in a way that honors Christ, to whom all authority in heaven and

earth

has been given.  The love of Christ should motivate us, constrain us.  Submitting for Christ’s sake  

 removes resentment, bitterness, and a begrudging spirit from submission in difficult and

vulnerable

circumstances (2:18ff; 3:1ff.)

Luke 2:51   And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He continued in

subjection (hupotasso) to them ; and His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

      4.  It is a display of the remarkable grace of God in Peter’s life that he should teach and model such    

submission, given ...

a.  Jews were notoriously ungovernable.

b.  Nero was the current “king,” infamous for his treachery.

c.  Jesus had been treated with hostility by a host of authorities - Herod the Great, Herod Antipas

(the    Tetrarch), the Sanhedrin, Pilate, etc.

d.  Jesus predicted Peter’s imprisonment and death at the hands of authorities.

      5.  May the Lord do such a work in our lives as He did in Peter’s.  Christians in Russia are to respect

the

office of Vladimir Putin, in North Korea, Kim Jong Un, in the U.S., Barak Obama - we have it easy.

  B.  Because divinely ordered human authorities are for the good of humanity of which God is the Creator.

1 Peter 2:13   Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king

as the one in authority,  or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and 14

the praise of those who do right. 

Romans 13:5  Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection (hupotasso), not only because of

wrath, but also for conscience' sake.  For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are 6

servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing.  Render to all what is due them: tax 7

to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 

      1.  The authoritiess to which we are to submit are part of God’s divine ordering of human life, a

channel

of His common grace to all.

      2.  Even bad government is better than no government.  Just look at Somalia.



      3.  John Calvin comments (1 Peter, p.270)) “... since God keeps the world in order by the ministry of

magistrates, those who detract from their authority are the enemies of mankind.”

  C.  Because we fear God, who punishes evil doers through government institutions.

1 Peter 2:13  Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king

as the one in authority,  or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and 14

the praise of those who do right. ...  ... fear God, honor the king.  17

Romans 13:3  For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to

have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same;  for it is a 4

minister (diakonos) of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not

bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister (diakonos) of God, an avenger who brings

wrath on the one who practices evil.

  D.  Because it is the will of God that we silence slander by doing good, overcome evil with good.

1 Peter 2:15  For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of

foolish men.

1 Peter 2:21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,

leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR 22

WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;

  E.  Because our freedom in Christ from earthly authorities is not to be used as a justification for evil.

1 Peter 2:9   But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A

PEOPLE FOR God's OW N POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who

has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but 10

now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have

RECEIVED MERCY.  Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly 11

lusts which wage war against the soul. ...  Act as free men, and do not use your freedom 16

as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. 

      1.  Our being granted citizenship in Christ’s kingdom does not give us licence to disregard authorities

in

earthly kingdoms.

      2.  Christ’s death on the cross, applied by the indwelling Spirit to our fleshly lusts, crucifying them, has 

freed us to obey earthly authority as unto Christ.

Galatians 5:24  Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions

and desires. 

  F.  Because we are slaves of God, owing our heavenly Master fear.

1 Peter 2:16   Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as

bondslaves of God.

1 Corinthians 6:19  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,

whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a 20

price: therefore glorify God in your body. 

1 Peter 1:17  If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's

work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth;  knowing that you 18

were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited



from your forefathers,  but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the 19

blood of Christ.

III.  Summary commands.

   1 Peter 2:17   Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king. 

  A.  Honor all people

      1.  Including the people who malign us.

1 Peter 4:4  In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of

dissipation, and they malign you;

Titus 3:1  Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every

good deed,  to malign no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing every consideration for all 2

men.

      2.  All humans are to be afforded the dignity of being created in the image of God, regardless that their 

image has been marred by sin.  The way we honor them is the way we honor their Creator.

Genesis 9:6  "W hoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of

God He made man.

  B.  Love the brotherhood

      1.  W hile we honor all humans, we love with the love of Christ those recreated in His image.  

      2.  The way we love believers is the way we love Christ.

Matthew 25:34 "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  'For I was hungry, 35

and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a

stranger, and you invited Me in;  naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I 36

was in prison, and you came to Me.' ...  ... 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to40

one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them , you did it to Me.'

  C.  Fear God

Ecclesiastes 8:12   Although a sinner does evil a hundred times and may lengthen his life, still I

know that it will be well for those who fear God, who fear Him openly.  But it will not be well 13

for the evil man and he will not lengthen his days like a shadow, because he does not fear God. 

  D.  Honor the king

 1 Peter 2:17  Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king. 

      1.  Because the Lord, the ruler of the kings of the earth, has raised him up as his servant.

Revelation 1:5  and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the

ruler of the kings of the earth. 

      2.  So in honoring earthly kings, we honor and humbly receive Christ, W ho for good reason is called

“King    of Kings and Lord of Lords.”

Revelation 19:16  And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS,

AND LORD OF LORDS." 
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