
 

Application: Live Dead to Self and Alive Unto God 

 

Positional truths: some of the things Christ did for us on the cross, once for all 

a) Col. 1:20   Reconciliation To change from enemy to friend 

b) 2 Cor. 5:21   Substitution  Christ was made sin for us, took our place 

c) Rom. 3:24-28  Justification   To declare innocent (not make innocent)  

d) Rom. 8:1-2   Satisfaction  The full legal equivalent of the wrong  

e) Rom. 6:6-7   Redemption  Purchased, then set free (see Abe Lincoln)   

f) 1 John 2:2   Propitiation  God’s rightful anger (wrath) is appeased 

g) 1 Tim. 2:5-6   Ransom  Payment for liberation from bondage 

h) Gal.1:4   Rescue  Set free, or saved from, slavery to sin 

i) Rom. 10:4   Law ended  Righteousness now through Christ in us 

j) Gal.4:1-7   Adoption  Choosing that which was not your own 

k) Rev. 19:9 Betrothal  Engagement, with the promise of marriage 

l) Heb. 8:1-13 Covenanted Christ binds us to His New Covenant  

m) John 15:1-8 Engrafted Christ is the Vine, we are the branches 

n) 1 Cor.12:13 Placement into the Body of Christ, and gifted for service  

o) Eph. 2:18-22  Joined to God’s spiritual building and household  

 

Conditional truths: daily, ongoing responsibilities for the Christian life 

a) 1 John 1:9  Cleansing To confess our sins daily (agree with God)  

b) Col. 3:13 Forgive  Just as Christ forgave us, forgive others  

c) Rom. 6:1-14 Dead to Self Living alive unto God, daily dying to self 

Did Christ come to improve our lives or make us new people?  “For mere 

improvement is not redemption, though redemption always improves people even 

here and now and will, in the end, improve them to a degree we cannot yet 

imagine. God became man to turn creatures into sons: not simply to produce 

better men of the old kind but to produce a new kind of man. It is not like 

teaching a horse to jump better and better but like turning a horse into a winged 

creature. Of course, once it has got its wings, it will soar over fences which could 

never have been jumped and thus beat the natural horse at its own game.”   

                                                                                C. S. Lewis  Mere Christianity 
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Sermon notes 

   

Sentence Sermon: To live like Christ is to live dead to self and alive unto God 

 

The cross is the crux of history (Latin, “crux”, decisive or crucial point).  This 

turning point for history is of supreme importance:  

 

a) In the N.T.  Mentioned 175 times directly, many more indirectly  

b) In the O.T. A “scarlet thread” of prophecies, types and shadows 

c) To Paul  1 Cor. 15:3-4  Paul said it was of first importance  

d) To Matthew 33% of his gospel dedicated to it 

e) To Mark 37% of his gospel dedicated to it 

f) To Luke 25% of his gospel dedicated to it 

g) To John  42% of his gospel dedicated to it  

h) To Christ Matt. 20:28  The primary purpose of His coming 

i) To sinners 1 Peter 3:18  Our provision of reconciliation 

j) To unbelievers Col. 1:20  All are made reconcilable, offer made 

k) To the angels  Col. 2:15  Disarmed, defeated and embarrassed 

l) To heaven Luke 15:10 Heaven’s angels “look on”, rejoicing 

m) To the past Rom. 3:25  Satisfied OT sin issue, propitiated 

n) To the present  Acts 4:12  Our only way to be saved, know God  

o) To the future Rev. 5:8-13 Christ’s salvation is an eternal hymn   

   

Events Leading Up To The Cross 

 

Six trials, all false, illegal and ending in no valid legal conclusion.   

1) Religious Trials  

  a. John 18:12-14, 19-23 Annas (Ex.23:8, Dt.19:15, Lev.19:10)  

   b. Matt. 26:59-69 Caiaphas (sought false trial for death only)  

  c. Matt. 27:1 Sanhedrin (most, but not all present) 

2) Roman Trials 

  a. Luke 23:1-5 Pilate, “I find no guilt in this man” (6x) 

  b. Luke 23:6-12 Herod.  Sent him back to Pilate 

 c. Luke 23:13-25 Pilate, Releases Barabbas, Matt. 27:15-23 



 
The First Three Hours – Suffering The Mocking of Man 

 

Timing of  a day; Midnight to midnight? Sunset to sunset? Sunrise to sunrise? 

#6 Mark 15:24-25 The exact hour lambs were being sacrificed 

#9 John 19:19-22 The sign which read as a title, not as an accusation 

#11 Mark 15:29-30 Mockery by strangers, Priests, Roman, rebels 

  1. Mocking him as Prophet (Mark 15:29) 

  2. Mocking Him as Savior (Mark 15:31) 

  3. Mocking Him and King (Mark 15:32  

#15 Luke 23:39-42 One rebel is converted . . . see later in notes  

  

The Second Three Hours – Suffering The Wrath of God 
 

#18 Luke 23:44-45 Intense, unusual darkness, recorded on 3 continents 

#19 Mathew 27:46 The cry for help, “Why have you forsaken me” 

   1. The use of “Father” 170x in the gospels 

#21 John 19:28 Thirst, to fulfil prophecy (Psalm 69:3, one of 35!) 

#22 John 19:29 Sufficient liquid to revive speech faculties 

#23 John 19:30 “tetelestai, it is finished” the sin debt is paid in full 

   1. Contemporary use of this word _______ 

#24 Luke 23:46 Resurrected spiritually before dying physically 

   1. Restoration to the Father—forever 

#25 John 19:30 Christ gave up his spirit, controlling His own death 

#26 Luke 23:45 The temple curtain is torn, enabling access to God 

 

The result was the vicarious, penal substitutionary death of Jesus Christ.  He 

took my suffering on Himself, He felt the punishment I deserved and He paid 

a penalty due to me.  This payment is available to any who accept the offer. 

 

1 Peter 3:18, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but 

made alive in the spirit”. 

Application: The Simple Gospel From The Cross 

 

#15.  Luke 23:39-42 records, “One of the criminals who hung there hurled 

insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!"  But the other 

criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the 

same sentence?  We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 

deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong."  Then he said, "Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  Jesus answered him, "I tell 

you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."  It was now about the sixth 

hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour.”  

 

From this text we see four crucial elements in any gospel presentation: 

 

1) “We are punished justly”.  You are a sinner and cannot save yourself.  

The first step in the gospel is knowing that we are sinners and deserve 

punishment.  God is just.  He must punish all wrongdoing.  But, here at the 

cross, we see that God is also a God of love and is making it possible to have 

their sins forgiven by Christ.  The cross, the crux of history, is the perfect 

intersection between a Holy and a Loving God.  Holiness demands justice, but 

love provides a way to escape it.  This is often the hardest part of the gospel to 

communicate because we think we are good, but this criminal correctly 

concluded that he could not save himself.  

 

2) “This man has done nothing wrong”.  Christ is a sinless sacrifice.   With 

keen spiritual insight, the criminal knew that Jesus had done nothing wrong, and 

was being punished unjustly.  The second point in the gospel from the cross is 

that while we are sinners, Christ is not.  Christ is a perfect, sinless, spotless 

lamb, who would offer his life to pay for our sin, for my sin.     

 

3) “Jesus, remember me”.  Christ can save, and seeks the lost.  Always.  

The third point is that the criminal knew Jesus could save him from a just 

punishment, that this perfect and sinless man was indeed a Savoir.     

 

4) “Your kingdom”.  Christ has a kingdom program, still in force today.  
The fourth point is that the criminal knew that that Christ had some sort of 

program for the future, and that death was not the end.  With compassion and the 

true saving grace of the Savoir Jesus Christ, this man was admitted into the 

Kingdom of God and was forever saved.  This is offered to us, today.   

 

We might add a fifth point, that the other man being crucified mocked Christ 

and did not see his own sin, or the provision and power of Christ to save him.  

No one can be saved until they see their own sinfulness and need of a Savoir. 


