
The Communicable Attributes of 
God

• “Communicable” means that these 
attributes are in the creature in truth, but in 
a finite way, whereas God has them in an 
infinite, eternal, and unchangeable way, 
which no mere creature can.



God’s Being
• God is incomprehensible, and his essence infinite and 

unbounded.
– Job 11:7, “Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find 

out the Almighty to perfection?”
– Though God perfectly knows himself, that is because his 

understanding is infinite.
• God is omnipresent and immense.

– He is present everywhere, but bounded nowhere; not only in 
respect of his virtue or influence, but of his essence.

– Ps. 139:7-10, “Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall 
I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art 
there: If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there: If I take the 
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea: 
even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold
me.”



God’s Being

• There is no succession in the duration of God; 
for where there is not a first, there cannot be a 
second moment of duration; but God is eternal. 
And there can be no succession of time in God’s 
duration, if he be unchangeable; for that is a 
continual change.

• 2 Pet. 3:8, “One day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day.”



God’s Being

• God is independent, or self-sufficient. His 
being and perfections are underived, and 
not communicated to him, as all finite 
perfections are by him to the creature.

• This self-existence, or independence, is 
one of the highest glories of the divine 
nature, by which he is distinguished from 
all creatures, who live, move, and have 
their being in and from him.



God’s Being
• This doctrine affords unspeakable consolation to the 

godly, who have an infinite, eternal, and unchangeable 
friend, who will never leave nor forsake them, but render 
them completely blessed at last, and confirm them in that 
happy state for ever.

• And here is unspeakable terror to those whose enemy 
this great and eternal God is; for being his enemies, and 
dying in their rebellion, they shall suffer the whole 
vengeance and wrath threatened in his word, which he 
lives for ever to inflict; and he will never alter what he 
has threatened.

• Let sinners be now persuaded to make this infinite, 
eternal, and unchangeable God, their friend through 
Jesus Christ, and so they shall infallibly escape the 
wrath that is to come.



God’s Wisdom

• The personal wisdom of God is Christ, 1 
Cor. 1:24.

• Hence he is said to “know all things,” John 
21:17; and to be “God only wise,” Rom. 
16:27.

• God is infinite, eternal, and unchangeable 
in his wisdom. Ps. 147:5, “His under-
standing is unsearchable.”



God’s Wisdom
• The wisdom of God appears,

– In the works of creation:
• the vast variety of creatures -- “How manifold are thy works, 

O Lord! in wisdom hast thou made them all,” Ps. 104:24.
• the admirable and beautiful order -- In fitting every thing for 

its proper end and use
• the subordination of all its parts, to one common end -- all to 

God’s glory
– In the government of the world -- By his governing 

providence, he directs all the actions of his creatures; 
and, by the secret and efficacious penetration of the 
divine influence, he powerfully sways and determines 
them which way he pleases.



God’s Wisdom
– In the work of redemption. This is the very 

masterpiece of Divine wisdom; and here shines 
the manifold or diversified wisdom of God, Eph. 
3:10.

• In the planning of it
• In perfectly fitting Christ as our mediator and redeemer
• By the manner of it, viz. the incarnation, obedience, 

and death of his son
• In appointing “contemptible means” to bring about a 

glorious end – The devil was overcome by the very 
nature over which he was originally victorious.



God’s Wisdom
• God is omniscient -- “All things are naked and open to 

him,” Heb. 4:13.
• His knowledge of all things is not conjectural, but 

infallible, Rom. 11:33, 34, “O the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God!

• It is altogether independent on the creature, whose 
motions and operations were known to him from eternity, 
and are all regulated by his counsel.

• To this wise God, we may safely entrust all our 
concerns, knowing he

• will manage them all so as to promote his own glory and 
our real good.



God’s Power
• God can do whatever he pleases, and 

whatsoever is not repugnant to his nature. Jer. 
32:17, “Ah, Lord God, behold, thou hast made 
the heaven and the earth, by thy great power 
and stretched-out arm, and there is nothing too 
hard for thee.”
– Positively, Gen. 17:1, “I am the Almighty God.”
– Negatively, Luke 1:37, “With God nothing shall be 

impossible.”
– Comparatively, Matt. 19:26, “With men this is 

impossible; but with God all things are possible.”



God’s Power

• The power of God appears,
– In the creation of the world, Rom. 1:20, “For 

the invisible things of him from the creation of 
the world are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead.”

– In the preservation of the world, He 
“upholdeth all things by the word of his 
power,” Heb. 1:3.



God’s Power
– In the government of the world.

• In governing and ordering the hearts of men,
– eminent instances in Esau and Balaam
– he bent the hearts of the Egyptians to favour the Israelites
– He turned Jehoshaphat’s enemies from him when they came with a purpose to 

destroy him, 2 Chron. 18:31.
• In governing and managing the most stubborn creatures, as devils

and wicked men,
– We could have no quiet nor safety in the world, if his power were not restrained. 

God has all the devils chained, and he governs all their motions.
– Human society would be rooted up, the whole world drenched in blood, and all 

things would run into a sea of confusion, if God did not bridle and restrain the lusts 
and corruptions of men. Ps. 76:10, “the very wrath of man shall praise him, and 
that he will restrain the remainder of wrath.”

– In raising up a church to himself in spite of all his enemies.
– In preserving, defending, and supporting his church under the most terrible 

tempests of trouble and persecution which were raised against her.
– In the conversion of the elect. Hence the gospel, which is the means and 

instrument of conversion, is called the power of God, and the rod of his strength; 
and the day of the success of the gospel in turning sinners to Christ, is called the 
day of his power, Ps. 110:3.

– In preserving the souls of believers amidst the many dangers to which they are 
exposed, and bringing them safely to glory at last.



God’s Power

– In the redemption of sinners by Jesus Christ.
• In Christ’s miraculous conception in the womb of a 

virgin
• In uniting the divine and human nature in the 

person of Christ
• In supporting the human nature of Christ, and 

keeping it from sinking under the terrible weight of 
divine wrath at the cross

• In raising Christ from the dead



God’s Power
• Some Inferences

– God is omnipotent; that is, can do all his will.
– God’s power never acts to its utmost extent, i.e. he 

never does all he can, but does all he wills.
– We may be confirmed in our belief of the resurrection.
– All his promises shall be most certainly accomplished.
– They are absolutely sure of salvation who are kept by 

the power of God.
– Woe to those against whom the power of God is set.
– Improve the power of God by faith, “If God be for us, 

who can be against us?”
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