
The Roman’s Road to Salvation (Jason Robertson’s sermon manuscript)

Romans 1:16, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation....”

The Book of Romans answers some of the most important questions that are common to all people.

I. “Why does mankind exist?”

• Romans 11:36, “For of God and through God and to God are all things, to whom be glory 
forever.”

• God's glory -- his greatness, his excellence, his power and beauty and wisdom and goodness 
and worth and perfection

• Glory = reflect like a mirror

• Deep and lasting joy comes from being what we were created to be. And we were created to be 
mirrors of God's glory -- to fill the earth with the light of his beauty by reflecting it to others. 

II. “What is sin?”

• Romans 3:23, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

• Basketball goal, fall short (like the recent NCAA Tourney btw Butler and Conn)

- It means that none of us has trusted God the way we should. 

- None of us has obeyed him the way we should. 

- We have trusted ourselves. 

- We have turned from his commandments.    We thought we knew a better way. 

- Most people think that “God wants us to earn salvation - that God helps those who help 
themselves.”

- God helps those who realize that they cannot help themselves and are willing to trust in 
God’s help and God’s power.

• Romans 1:22-23, “Although they knew God they did not glorify him as God or give 
thanks to him...”

- Sin is living in a way that doesn’t glorify God by not letting God lead your life.

- Sin is ultimately = We try to be the god of our own life.

- We define our own morality, live according to our own wisdom, and fail honor God.

- Greed, lying, lust, sexual sins, temper, stealing, hatred, selfishness

• Romans 3:10, “There is none righteous, no, not one.”

- We are all sinners.

- No one can claim to be righteous.  

- And all of our sin is ultimately a failure to honor the righteous God who created us.

- He created us to reflect Him.  And as sinners, our lives are declaring our Creator to be a 
sinner.  Our lives are living blasphemy.

- Do we really understand the severity of our sinfulness?  It’s not just against ourselves or 
others, but against a HOLY God who created us to live for Him.
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III.  “What Happens if I Die in My Sins?”

• Romans 6:23, “the wages of sin is death”

• Death = eternal separation from God’s life. (described Romans 3, God separates himself and 
all of His blessing from sinners)

• Wages = we’ve earned it, deserve it.

• Since all sin is ultimately against God, we are declaring that we do not want to reflect God.  
We don’t want to glorify God. We want God’s out of our lives and to live our lives our way.

• Hell = eternal separation from God
Dark = no light
Fiery, gnashing of teeth, endless torment = no comfort
Bottomless = no foundation or security
Separation = no family, friends, or relationships
Never Ending = sinned against an eternal God, the punishment must be never ending

• The word "hell" is used in the New Testament twelve times - eleven times by Jesus himself. It 
is not a myth created by dismal and angry preachers. It is a solemn warning from the Son of 
God who died to deliver sinners from its curse. We ignore it at great risk. 

• Only those who want NO GOD go to such a place - and they get what they asked for.

IV.  “Is There Any Way to Be Saved?”

• God is the only one who can save us.

- Romans 9:15, God says, “I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy and 
compassion on whomever I will have compassion.”

- Good news: God has mercifully chosen to have compassion on sinners!

- Romans 8:33, “It is God who justifies.”

- Good news: God alone has the sovereign power to eternally pardon you of your sins.  
And God has pardoned countless millions of sinners just like you and I.

• God paid for our sins through Jesus Christ.

- Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”

- God grants eternal life, pardon from sins, as a free gift.  You don’t have to pay for your 
own sins.... because Jesus paid for them in His death on the Cross.

- Romans 5:8, “God demonstrated His own love toward us, in that while we were 
still sinners Christ died for us.”

- Jesus died on the Cross and suffered the eternal wrath of God FOR US.

- Romans 5:19, “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by 
one Man’s obedience many will be made righteousness.”

- Jesus not only paid for all of our sins, but he also lived that perfectly righteous life that 
reflects the character of God.

- In other words, the life we cannot live, Christ lived it.  And God will give you credit for 
the life of Jesus - which that alone makes you acceptable by God.
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• God calls us to salvation by the Holy Spirit.

- Romans 8:14, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of 
God.”

- What God wants and what Jesus has done, is made effectual in your life by the work of the 
Spirit as He CALLS you and DRAWS you to God

- He OPENS your eyes to the Gospel and OPENS your heart trust in Christ.

• ALL OF GOD (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) is involved in saving you.

- God created you, loves you, and wants nothing more than for you to love Him and to know 
His love.

- He will forgive you and save you this very day.

V.  “What must I do to be saved?”

• Romans 9:16, Salvation is not based on your will-power or your abilities.  It is based on God’s 
power alone.

• You can’t do anything – you must trust in what Christ has done and is doing and wants to do in 
your life.

• Becoming a Christian means recognizing that there is a great God who created all things and 
all persons for his glory -- to display the greatness and beauty and power of who he is.

- Becoming a Christian means recognizing that this is why every person exists. 

- This is our reason for being. 

- This is the meaning of human life -- to reflect back to God and to reflect to each other the 
glory of our Maker and all his attributes, by loving him and trusting him and thanking him 
and obeying him.

- Becoming a Christian means recognizing that we have all failed to do this. 

• We have fallen short of living for his glory. 

• We have exchanged it for other values we preferred, and so we have scorned his glory. 

• This is what the Bible calls sin. And we are all guilty.

• Becoming a Christian means recognizing that we are all therefore condemned justly by God to 
eternal punishment for the infinite guilt of dishonoring an infinitely glorious God.

• And becoming a Christian means recognizing that the love of God moved him to send his Son, 
Jesus Christ, into the world to provide eternal life for helpless sinners. 

• When Jesus died for sinners he became our ransom, our substitute, and the vindication of God's 
glory on our behalf.

• How do you become a Christian? 

• How does the ransom Jesus paid become a ransom for me? 

• How does the substitution he made for sins become a substitute for my sins?

• Romans 5:1, Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. [2] Through him we have also obtained access by faith 
into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
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• Romans 10:9, “if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] For with the heart one 
believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. [11] For the 
Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

- trust him as your Savior: substitutionary atonement; live and died for you

- trust in Jesus Christ as Lord: surrender your life to him as His disciple 

- We are justified, pardoned of our sins, by trusting in Jesus Christ.  

- By confessing Jesus as Lord of our lives.

- By becoming disciples of Christ.

★ Are you willing to trust Jesus and follow His way of life?

★ Do you believe that He is Lord?  

★ Do you believe that He is God?

★ Do you believe in the Cross and Resurrection?

• Romans 10:13, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

- Are you one of those “everyone who calls upon the Lord”?

- Repentance = turn away from sin and from self = call upon God, trust in God, look to God

VI.  “What if I am not worthy?”

• Salvation is by Grace 

• Romans 11:6, “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace 
would no longer be grace”

• There has always been a debate within humanity: salvation by works v. salvation by grace 

• Salvation is based on grace.

- Not based on anything else

- not works

- not luck

- not your worthiness

VII.  “What Happens If I Get Saved Today?”

1. Be Instantly Pardoned and Set Free from Sin Power

- Romans 8:1 - There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus

- Romans 6:22 - But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves 
of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 

- Lordship, life of repentance and learning how to live holy (glorifying unto God)
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2. Begin Experiencing Humility and Thanksgiving

- Romans 6:17, “But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have 
become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were 
committed, [18] and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness.” 

- Learn that you were saved by grace and be humbled. You were dead in sin, blind, 
rebellious, but now you are alive unto God -- you are awakened to a whole new way of life!

- By grace alone, you were awakened to the beauty of Christ crucified for sinners. 
And, by grace alone, you believed.
By the grace of God alone, you were pardoned by trusting in Christ alone (not yourself or 
some manmade religion or morality).

- When you stand before God at the last day and give an account for why you are there and 
others not - why you believed and then didn't - you will not say, "I guess I was wiser, more 
spiritual, smarter." 

- With tears streaming down your face, and with trembling in your voice, you will say, 
"Thank you."

3. Start Learning to Worship

- Romans 12:1-2

- Exult in the Lord of grace! Worship the Lord of grace. Love the Lord of grace.

- Wake up in the morning and remember: saved by grace, thank you God! 

- Go to work and remember: saved by grace, thank you God! 

- Come home and remember: saved by grace, thank you Father! 

- Do a good deed for someone and remember: saved by grace, thank you Jesus! I’m doing 
good in the power of God and for His glory and praise.

- Let your heart overflow with praise and thanks to him.

4. Join a Biblical Church

- Romans 15:7, “Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the 
glory of God.”

5. Start living a life filled with joy, peace and hope.

- Romans 15:13, “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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