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Biblical Fellowship, Part 3 
 
Most in the church today think that church discipline starts when Matthew 18 begins. 
 

Matthew 18:15a, “And if your brother sins, go and reprove him in private…” 
 
Now as this involves conflict, most initially don’t have the heart to do this, much less “tell it to the 
church” where the person could be excommunicated!   
 
Yet we’ve seen that the process of discipline does not begin with the Matthew 18 confrontation.   
Rather, discipline is an extension of our fellowship as a body.  Formal church discipline is 
intensified, personalized fellowship; which is why we are studying the topic of biblical fellowship. 
Now, one of the working purposes of formal church discipline it, when an excommunication takes 
place, is the depriving of the disciplined member of the care, protection, and love of the body of 
Christ. 
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2 Thessalonians 3:14-15, “And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take 
special note of that man and do not associate with him, so that he may be put to shame. 
And yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.” 

 
The assumption in this verse is that being separated from the church body is a terrible thing. Truly, 
having 
 

• Enjoyed the love of the body.   
• Been cared for by the family of God.   
• So involved ourselves in one another’s lives such that we are intertwined. 

 
And then to be bereft of the fellowship of the body of Christ would be awful.  Yet, from the 
perspective of 2 Thessalonians 3, today biblical discipline has lost much of its effectiveness NOT 
because the church doesn’t participate in biblical discipline, but because much of what is identified 
as fellowship in the church is little more than socializing, and hence not something to be missed. 
 
However, this was not the case during the Apostolic Age. The fellowship that was enjoyed was 
both biblical and essential.  As we continue our study of biblical fellowship we will now examine 
how fellowship is implemented in the body life of the church. 

Fellowship in Action 
 

Acts 2:41, “So then, those who had received the word were baptized; and there were 
added that day about three thousand souls.” 

 
This of course is describing the “holy-day” of Pentecost which occurred fifty days following 
Passover in which Old Testament Jews were to bring the offering of first fruits to the temple and 
worship God on account of His provision. It therefore ought not to surprise us that during this holy 
day, fifty days following the crucifixion of Christ, God brought forth the first fruits of His Kingdom, 
3,000 souls! Now I want you to imagine being one of those “first fruits.” Growing up you had heard 
about the Messiah; now you know who He is!  And you had dreamt about the coming of God’s 
Kingdom; now it has arrived!   
 
Yet this would have raised this important question:  “Now what? The consummation of the ages 
has arrived, what ought they to do?” The answer was, “Enjoy the fruits of the Kingdom.” 
 

Acts 2:42, “And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” 

 
Now Acts 2:42 describes the fourfold blessing that belongs to everyone saved by grace: 
 

• Being instructed out of the word (the essentials of the gospel and doctrinal teaching).  
• The Lord’s Supper (sacraments).   
• Communion with Christ/Prayer.  
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• Fellowship/discipline. 
 
Recall that the primary meaning of the word “fellowship” or koinwniva (koinonia) is 
“commonness” which is a NOUN.   We have seen that biblical fellowship refers to the 
community into which every Christian is brought on account of salvation. Yet “fellowship” is also a 
VERB (κοινωνέω [koinoneo]). As such, it also has the basic meaning of “participation in or with.” 
 

2 John 10-11, “If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him 
into your house, and do not give him a greeting; for the one who gives him a greeting 
participates in his evil deeds.” 

 
Fellowship involves an interchange, a mixing, a communion. 
 

1 Timothy 5:22, “Do not lay hands upon anyone too hastily and thus share responsibility for 
the sins of others...” 

 
1 Peter 4:13, “But to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing...” 

 
From this we conclude that in order to fellowship with someone you must PARTICIPATE/SHARE IN 
the union that binds you together. Now for the Christian, that means that fellowship involves a 
participation in another’s salvation. 
 

1 John 1:3, “What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also [this is the gospel], that 
you also may have fellowship with us...”  

 
What did this look like?  Though the word is not used here, the activity is. Speaking of the 
Romans, Paul said this: 
 

Romans 1:11-12, “For I long to see you in order that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, 
that you may be established; that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while 
among you, each of us by the other’s faith, both yours and mine.” 

 
This is what biblical fellowship is all about. It is an interaction between two Christians unto their 
mutual encouragement in Christ. Paul shows this after expressing amazement over the sacrifice 
the Macedonian Christians made on behalf of the body of Christ in Jerusalem: 
 

2 Corinthians 8:5, “And this, not as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the 
Lord and to us by the will of God.” 

 
What is it that stood out to Paul about the Macedonians? They gave themselves both to God and 
to the benefit and encouragement of Paul and his companions.  They just didn’t write a check to 
a diaconal fund, but they personally got involved in the messy business of pastoral care.  Paul 
shows us the same commitment in Philemon: 
 

Philemon 4-7, “I thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers, because I 
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hear of your love, and of the faith which you have (1) toward the Lord Jesus, and (2) 
toward all the saints; and I pray that the fellowship of your faith [this is how Paul identified 
Philemon’s dedication both to God and the body of Christ- it was fellowship] may become 
effective through the knowledge of every good thing which is in you for Christ’s sake. [Paul 
prayed that Philemon’s fellowship would be even more effective. Why? Because he had 
seen the life-changing results…] For I have come to have much joy and comfort in your 
love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.” 

 
Fellowship was that which the early church was “continually devoting themselves” unto.  This 
means they  
 

1. Participated in one another’s salvation,  
2. That this mutual exchange involved the watering of another’s faith, 
3. That they gave the encouragement of Christ. 

 
Biblical fellowship enjoyed by the Apostolic church was an interchange of mutual care and concern 
for one another’s salvation in Christ.  Fellowship was NOT a gathering in which the focus of the 
conversation was on: 
 

• Politics.   
• World Events.   
• Hobbies.   
• Vacations.   
• Sports. 

  
Rather biblical fellowship is a significant investment in another’s walk/relationship with Christ. 
That is what biblical fellowship is all about!  Now this leads us to an important observation; if we 
are going to enjoy biblical fellowship, we must have one essential requirement, being together. 
 
Essential Requirement 
 

Acts 2:43-47, “And everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs 
were taking place through the apostles. And all those who had believed were together, and 
had all things in common; and they began selling their property and possessions, and were 
sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. And day by day continuing with one 
mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals 
together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God, and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 

 
There is a common theme that runs throughout this passage. The fellowship spoken about in Acts 
2:41-42 would have been impossible without the commitment on the part of the early church to 
be together!  The fellowship of Acts 2:42 occurred because of the atmosphere described in Acts 
2:43-47. Notice: 
 



 

5 | P a g e  
 

   

• v. 44, they were “...together.” 
• v. 45, “...sharing… with all” — implies togetherness.   
• v. 46a, they were “...continuing with one mind in the temple...”   
• v. 46b, “...they were taking their meals together.” 

 
The mutual exchange of each other’s lives took place in the early church because the people of 
God did two things:  
 

1. They devoted themselves to being together with God’s people, and  
2. When they were together, they settled for nothing less than investing in each other’s 

salvation! 
 
Now, you may think I’m making too much of this, but I’m not. I knew a man who early on in his 
marriage discovered an alarming trend; as a doctor his schedule was a little different than most. 
He didn’t have holidays off or a regular weekend schedule.  He obviously had two sides to his 
family. With one set, his peculiar schedule was recognized early on, and so family get-togethers 
typically were scheduled when he was available; oft-times midweek and most normally after 
holidays, not during or before. The other side of his family didn’t recognize his peculiar schedule 
and they organized family get-togethers at a time that he simply couldn’t attend (on the weekends 
and on holidays).  So, his family naturally grew closer to one side rather than the other. And this 
is not because they liked one more than the other. It was the result of they are not: 
 

• Being with the one.   
• Engaging in the common dialogue.   
• Participating in the shared experiences. 

 
On one side, they were a large part of the culture (and so the memories, stories, anecdotes, etc…); 
on the other, his entire family felt more on the outside simply because they had far fewer 
shared/common memories and interactions. 
 
And this is the way it is in the family of God.  While you can “devote yourself to the fellowship of 
the body” on Sunday morning during the thirty minute break between the services, yet if this is all 
the contact you have with your church family, you will indeed feel like an alien and your ministry 
will be impotent.  Biblical Fellowship necessarily involves an investment of time. There is no way 
around it. If we are not together, we will not be able to  
 

• Participate in the slow process of peeling back the layers of defense, pretension, arrogance 
and the like which are erected to protect us from exposure.   

• Involve ourselves in the life of another.   
• Be used by God to bring about the growth and maturation of another. 

 
And that is why you ought to feel strongly about gathering with the people of God. You cannot do 
the work of ministry if you are separated from the people to whom you are called to minister.  In 
fact, the first thing one does in biblical counseling is to build involvement!  This means that you 
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spend enough time asking questions and listening to an individual that the defenses are taken 
away. 
 

• Show me a people who are not together, and I’ll show you shallow fellowship.   
• Show me a people who make it a priority to be together and who devote themselves to 

biblical fellowship, and I’ll show you a thriving, growing church. 
 
You say, “I got it! I need to be with God’s people where I ask questions and listen. But, what does it 
mean when it says that the early church was “devoting themselves to fellowship?”  What does 
this look like?   
 
To answer these questions we need only look at the “one another” passages of Scripture. I have 
listed sixteen ways the early church devoted themselves to fellowship.  When the church comes 
together we must endeavor to do these things: 
 

1. Edify one another, 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (cf. also Romans 14:19). 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore encourage one another, and build up one another, just as 
you also are doing.” 

 
When Christians gather together, if there is going to be genuine, Biblical fellowship there must be 
the work of “building up one another.”   The word build oijkodomei`te/oikodomeite; means 
to edify, strengthen, or build up. It was a construction word used in reference to the building of 
houses. Here it is metaphorically used in reference to the building of a Christian in the faith. As 
such, the idea is laboring unto the spiritual growth and stability of a Christian. Practically speaking, 
it denotes the idea of: 
 

• Strengthening that which is weak.   
• Reinforcing that which is strong.   
• Restoring that which is damaged. 

 
It is to this we must give ourselves when we gather with the people of God. See through dialogue 
we are going to discover a weak faith, doubts, concerns, worries, and the like. Do you know what 
biblical fellowship will endeavor to do? It will seek to strengthen or reinforce a brother or sister’s… 
 

• Faith.  
• Trust.   
• Reliance.  
• Commitment to holiness. 

 
On a day to day basis we all face trials and difficulties to our faith/commitment to the Lord.  At 
times we give ourselves to a sin.  We struggle with trusting in the goodness of God.  We take 
our eyes off of Christ.  The call to “build up one another” is a call to put a buttress of support in 
those areas in each other’s life where we are weak and/or lacking. And as a present continuous 
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imperative, the calling is to labor at this every time we get together! 
  

2. Teach one another, Colossians 3:16. 
 

Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom, teaching 
and admonishing one another...” 

 
Another activity which provides for genuine, biblical fellowship is the “teaching” of one another. 
The word teaching, didavskw/dadasko; means “to give instruction.” Here Christ is the example.   
 

• Teaching was one of the main activities of Jesus on this earth (Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 11:1; 
Mark 12:35).   

• In his teaching, Christ typically read Scripture and expounded what He had read (Luke 
4:16ff; Matthew 5:1ff, 21ff; Mark 9:35; Luke 5:3). Yet this was never done coldly. In all that 
He taught, He appealed to the will (Matthew 5-7, etc.)! 

 
Thus to teach, in the biblical sense of the word, is to take the word of God, explain it, and then 
make an appeal for its obedience. That is the idea in Colossians 3:16! 
 
You say, “This sounds rather formal,” and you’re right. The focus of this word is the formal 
teaching ministry of a church. So how are we to “teach each other”? While not all of us are called 
to stand up and give a sermon, we are all called to dialogue around the sermon unto our growth 
and maturation.  As the climax of Paul’s teaching, Paul exhorts Timothy (and this is applicable to 
all of us): 
 

1 Timothy 4:6, “In pointing out these things to the brethren [the exhortation He just gave], 
you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith 
and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.” 

 
So how do we “teach one another” when not all are called to the ministry of teaching?  In 
following Paul’s example, we are to take the sermon heard on Sunday and bring it to bear upon 
each other’s life.   
 
Biblical fellowship will necessarily involve a corporate dialogue concerning the teaching of the 
word of God.  The focus of the discussion ought not to be the mannerisms or the stories told: 
 

• “I liked it when he said this…”   
• “Wasn’t that a moving message?” 

 
The focus should focus on the understanding and implementation of the truth of God’s word!  
This is how we “teach each other.” 
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3. Admonish one another, Colossians 3:16 (Romans 15:14). 
 

Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom, teaching 
and admonishing one another...” 

 
Another activity which makes for biblical fellowship is “admonishing one another.”  The word 
admonish, nouqetew/noutheteo; is a word that denotes a confrontation in which change in 
beliefs, attitudes, and behavior is brought about by the use of the Scriptures. The motive is always 
God’s honor and the well-being of the one who is confronted. 
 
Now this is not, “You’re a sinner change your behavior!” Rather, it is “This is your sin, and for God’s 
glory and your well-being, let me show you by the Scriptures how to conquer it.”  The emphasis is 
on the holding of each other accountable to the word. In fact that is how this differs from the call 
to “teach each other” in this passage. Whereas “teaching” is bringing God’s word to bear on our 
lives, “admonishing” is the holding of each other accountable to it. 
 
This is to be one of the fruits of our fellowship gatherings! I hope that after a Lord’s Day spent with 
God’s people you leave refreshed, encouraged, inspired, and built up.  But I hope it doesn’t end 
there. If we are to “admonish one another” we must be thinking about each other seven days a 
week.  Perhaps today you are going to engage someone where you will discover an area of 
weakness. Biblical fellowship means that you will be praying for that one and contacting them 
mid-week to ensure that they are living/believing/thinking as they ought.   
 
This is how to do biblical fellowship! 
 

4. Restore one another, Galatians 6:1 
 

Galatians 6:1, “Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, 
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself; lest you too be 
tempted.” 

 
This is a beautiful word. It comes from the Greek, katartivzw/katartizo, which literally means 
to mend or repair. It was used of restoring harmony among quarreling factions in a dispute, of the 
setting a broken bone, or the putting of a dislocated limb back into place (Hebrews 12:12-13).  
Here it refers to helping a Christian return to the position of loving obedience in their walk with 
God. This goes beyond “admonishing” in that the person here involves themselves directly in the 
process of growth/restoration. This may mean… 
 

• Going on a diet with someone.   
• Going over to a person’s house and helping them clean.   
• Physically leading someone out of harm’s way.   
• Whatever it takes in order to encourage/disciple/help a brother or sister in their walk with 

Christ. 
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Now notice the conditions of this restoration for they are very important. If we are going to 
involves ourselves physically, emotionally, and personally in the growth of another it is important 
that we do it as ones who are: 
 

• Spiritual.  Again, a description of one who is filled by the Spirit and therefore walking by 
the Spirit. This is an important qualification as it confines the ministry of Biblical Fellowship 
NOT to the spiritually elite, BUT the entire body. So long as you are submitting to the word, 
you have the calling and obligation to participate in the growth of each other. Did you get 
that? This is not an option, but a command. If you are “spiritual” it is your obligation to 
involve yourself in the sanctification of the body of Christ.   

• Gentleness.  The idea here is that the person ministering takes into account the weakness 
and needs of the struggling brother or sister.  We who naturally are given to organization 
and order ought not to approach one struggling and say, “What’s your problem? Just do 
this!”  How hurtful! Rather, in the footsteps of the Savior who could have said this to any 
sinner (“What’s your problem? Just do this!”), we “do not hurt a bruised reed” (Isaiah 
42:3)!  In fact, the word here is the same word used for “meekness” which is strength 
under control. And so while we might have the strength to enter into a room and verbally 
joust with the best of them, we use our tongue as a scalpel, and only say that which would 
bless, help, heal, and restore (Ephesians 4:29)!   

• Looking to yourself.  This suggests that even “spiritual” Christians can be tempted and fall.  
Paul uses a word which emphasizes a continual, diligent attentiveness to one’s own purity. 
Truly in ministering to others, at times we are going to hear or see things that might tempt 
us. We must be very careful to understand that we minister to others NOT because we are 
impervious to sin, BUT because at the time we are living in submission to God. This easily 
could change if we are not careful. 

 
Biblical fellowship occurs when God’s people gather together and devote themselves to: 
 

5. Bear one another’s burdens, Galatians 6:2.   
6. Comfort and encourage one another, 1 Thessalonians 4:18; 5:11; Hebrews 3:13; 10:25.  
7. Be hospitable to one another, 1 Peter 4:9.  
8. Serve one another, Galatians 5:13. 
9. Be kind to one another, Ephesians 4:32.  
10. Submit to one another, Ephesians 5:21; 1 Peter 5:5.   
11. Give preference to one another, Romans 12:10; Philippians 2:3. 
12. Rebuke one another, Ephesians 5:11.   
13. Pray for one another, James 5:16.   
14. Confess your sins one to another, James 5:16.  
15. Forgive one another, Colossians 3:13; 2 Corinthians 2:6-8; Ephesians 4:32.   
16. Love one another, 1 Peter 1:22 (cf. also Romans 13:8; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; 4:9; 1 Peter 

1:22; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11. 
 

1 Peter 1:22, “Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of 
the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart.” 
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This is the essence of biblical fellowship. Everything we have just said could be summed-up in a 
word: Love!   
 
Biblical fellowship is: 
 

• Is an activity on the part of God’s people in which we gather and give unconditional love to 
another- a love which is active, selfless, and unconditional.   

• Views every church get-together NOT as a duty to get over, BUT an opportunity to be used 
by God to engage someone unto their spiritual nourishment and growth in grace.  

• NOT simply the prerogative and duty of the eldership, BUT the calling of each and everyone 
us in this body. Did you get that?  God expects you to take upon yourself the 
responsibility of the souls that are in this place! 

 
Consider yourself unleashed to the service and encouragement of each other’s faith.  To do 
anything less is to hamper our growth as a body of Christ! 
 

VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
 
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian 
Church meets at Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The 
telephone number of the church is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m. each Sunday. Bethel Presbyterian Church is a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web. The web address for all sermons at 
Bethel Presbyterian Church can be found out as follows: 
http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on April 10, 2011.  Greg is the preacher at Bethel 
Presbyterian Church. 
 

http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com/
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