
III. SEEK THE RISEN SAVIOR OBEDIENTLY (20:17-18) 
 

 A. Jesus gave Mary two commands (v 17): 
 

 “Do not cling to me.” 
 

“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”   

  II Corinthians 5:7 

 

 “Go to My brethren.” 
 

“For both He who sanctifies and those who are 

being sanctified are all of one, for which reason 

He is not ashamed to call them brethren,”  

   Hebrews 2:11 

 

 

 

 B. Mary obeyed both commands (v18). 
 

“10 She went and told those who had been with Him, 

as they mourned and wept.  

11 And when they heard that He was alive and had 

been seen by her, they did not believe.”  

 Mark 16:10-11 

 

 

 

Will You Believe And Find Hope? 
 

“but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”   

              John 20:31 

 

 “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those 

who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no 

hope.”         I Thessalonians 4:13 

 

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.”          Romans 15:13 

 

 
 

40 DAYS WITH JESUS 

Believe & Find Hope 

Pastor Steve Reynolds 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

A. After His resurrection Jesus spent forty days on the earth 

 (Acts 1:3).  During this time He made ten appearances. 
 

Jesus’ Post-resurrection Appearances 
 

 To Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18; Mark 16:9-11). 
 

 To the women returning from the tomb  

(Matthew 28:8-10). 
 

 To Peter later in the day (Luke 24:33-34;  

I Corinthians 15:5). 
 

 To the disciples going to Emmaus in the evening  

(Luke 24:13-32). 
 

 To the apostles except Thomas (John 20:19-24;  

Luke 24:35-45). 
 

 To the apostles a week later with Thomas present  

(John 20:24-29; Mark 16:14). 
 

 In Galilee to the seven by the Lakes of Tiberias  

(John 21:1-25). 
 

 In Galilee on a mountain to the apostles and over 500 

believers (I Corinthians 15:6; Matthew 28:16-20). 
 

 At Jerusalem and Bethany again to James  

(I Corinthians 15:7). 
 

 At Olivet and the ascension (Acts 1:3-12;  

Luke 24:50-53). 
 

B. In this series you will discover what Jesus did on earth for 

  40 days after the Resurrection and what you will find when 

  you believe in Jesus.  
 

Mar 27  Believe & Find Life 

TODAY Believe & Find Hope 

Apr 10  Believe & Find Peace 

Apr 17  Believe & Find Confidence 

Apr 24  Believe & Find Forgiveness 

May 1  Believe & Find Power 
 

C. TEXT: John 20:11-18 (Pew Bible/Pg.1066/New Test.) 

 



HOW TO BELIEVE & FIND HOPE 
 

 The death of Jesus resulted in a lack of hope in His followers. 
 

“20 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to 

be condemned to death, and crucified Him.  

21 But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem 

Israel…”                 Luke  24:20-21a 
 

 Mary is weeping and seeking the dead Jesus. 
 

“Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 

you seeking?” She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to 

Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You 

have laid Him, and I will take Him away.””          John 20:15 
 

 When we believe and seek the risen Jesus, He turns our sorrow 

into hope. 
 

“…Weeping may endure for a night, But joy comes in the 

morning.”            Psalm 30:5b 
 

I. SEEK THE RISEN SAVIOR DILIGENTLY (20:11-12) 
 

Mary was the first at the tomb and she stayed after everyone 

else had gone (20:10).  She diligently sought Jesus because 

she loved Him. 
 

“I love those who love me, And those who seek me diligently 

will find me.”      Proverbs 8:17 
 

A. Mary (along with other men and women) traveled 

 with Jesus and helped support His ministry. 
 

“1 Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went 

through every city and village, preaching and 

bringing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. And 

the twelve were with Him,  

2 and certain women who had been healed of evil 

spirits and infirmities—Mary called Magdalene, out 

of whom had come seven demons,  

3 and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, 

and Susanna, and many others who provided for 

Him from their substance.”           Luke 8:1-3 
 

B. Mary was at the cross when Jesus was crucified. 
 

55 And many women who followed Jesus from 

Galilee, ministering to Him, were there looking on 

from afar,  

56 among whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the 

mother of James and Joses, and the mother of 

Zebedee’s sons.”                    Matthew 27:55-56 
 

C. Mary was at the tomb when Jesus was buried. 
 

“55 And the women who had come with Him from 

Galilee followed after, and they observed the tomb 

and how His body was laid.  

56 Then they returned and prepared spices and 

fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath 

according to the commandment.”   Luke 23:55-56 
 

D. Mary was the first witness of the resurrection. 
 

“Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene 

went to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and 

saw that the stone had been taken away from the 

tomb.”                    John 20:1 
 

E. Mary was the first person that Jesus appeared to 

after His resurrection. 
 

“Now when He rose early on the first day of the 

week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of 

whom He had cast seven demons.”          Mark 16:9 
 

II. SEEK THE RISEN SAVIOR PERSONALLY (20:13-16) 
 

“I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am 

known by My own.”             John 10:14 
 

 A. Mary knew Jesus personally (v13). 
 

Mary called Jesus “my Lord”. 
 

 B. Jesus knew Mary personally (vs 14-16). 
 

Jesus called her, “Mary”. 
 

“So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, 

God called to him from the midst of the bush and 

said, “Moses, Moses!”  And he said, “Here I am.”   

            Exodus 3:4 

“Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice 

saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 

Me?”                        Acts 9:4 


