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[Sunday, April 10, 2016] 1John Series, 1John chapter 2a – Craig Thurman 
 

Mt 5:48  Be ye therefore perfect,  
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

 
Years ago, at 17 years of age I joined the U.S Army in Anchorage, Alaska.  My first 
duty station was in Ft. Sill, Oklahoma.  It was the place that I got my first 
Montgomery Wards credit card when me and a friend drove north to Oklahoma 
City in 1974.  My credit line was a whopping $150.00.  I can’t recall exactly, but it 
seems that the first things I purchased with that credit card was a belt and a 
couple of shirts.  One of those shirts just caught my eye.  It has a print of some 
sort all over it, small and black on white.  It was just pleasant to my eyes. It was a 
favorite shirt of mine for years.  It wore it so often that it became threadbare and 
my beloved thought I should get rid of it.  It seems that she said something, ‘I 
don’t know why you like it so much with those little Mickey Mouse faces all over 
it.’  And to my surprise, that day, I realized that that shirt was covered all over 
with little Mickey Mouse faces in a kind of a flower.  I could not believe that I had 
been wearing that shirt for all of this time.  It instantly became an embarrassment 
to me, and we got rid of the shirt.  Some things that we understand in the Word 
of God become like that.  We thought it was this way and suddenly we are 
brought to the reality of the truth and we can’t believe we ever thought such.  
Today might be one of those days for some of us.  It is for me.  But I ask you to 
pay very close attention to the things that I say and teach from the Scriptures.  
We are recording this because you might need to resort to this again for 
clarification.  I can be misunderstood if you doze off for a moment at the wrong 
instant.  Once in while you can get by with that, but today might not be a good 
time to do that.   
 
Read Mt.5.19, 20  
 
The Lord will from verses 21- speak of anger w/o a cause, and the means for 
restoration, quickness the necessity to right wrongs with others, against 
adulterous thoughts, and the necessity to remedy this propensity and all sin to cut 
off its occasion, against divorce, swearing, that our speech should be yea or nay, 
against resisting evil of retribution by others, but turning the cheek, suffering the 
law suit and giving more, walking the extra mile, giving them that ask, loving our 
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enemies, doing good to those that hate us, praying for those which despitefully 
use and persecute us. 
 
Did our Lord say, Be ye somewhat perfect?  Be nearly as perfect as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect?  That’s the real question.  Just how do we interpret, 
not only the words of our Lord Jesus Christ in this place, but the other places of 
Scripture as well.  I think that like me, you read these with the stipulation that I 
can’t help myself.  I’m going to sin.  I am what I am and there’s nothing that I can 
do about it, even as a Christian.  I think that is the mindset of many Christians.  I 
think it is a mindset that sets us up to excuse the occasions of sin in our lives.  It is 
like saying, ‘Alright I got drunk.  It is who I am.  I couldn’t help myself.’  And we set 
up in Jesus names excuses for sin instead of seeing  the ugliness of it.  We excuse 
the lustful looks, the tarrying eyes.  We excuse the tongue-wagging and dropping 
of names instead of owning up to the severity of the crime before our Lord.  And 
so for a moment I want to consider what the Bible teaches about biblical 
perfectionism.  
 
There are those who teach an unbiblical perfectionism which says that we can 
achieve a place in our lives where we no long commit sin.  We are in effect sinless.  
That is a lie and the apostle John soundly reject it. 
 

1Jo 1:8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 
 

Such a claim is an outright contradiction to the Word of God.  Such persons are 
liars and deceived or deceivers.  Consider these texts: 
 
 

Lu 6:40  The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect 
shall be as his master. 
 
Joh 17:23  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; 
and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, 
as thou hast loved me. 
 

Ac 3:16  And his name through faith in his name hath made this man 
strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath 
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given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. (The 
healing that this man received, was it partial or complete?) 

 
1Co 14:20  Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be 
ye children, but in understanding be men. {men: Gr. perfect, or, of a ripe 
age } 
 
2Co 13:11  Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of 
one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you. 
 
Eph 4:13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ: 
 
Col 4:12  Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, 
always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and 
complete in all the will of God. 
 
He.13.20  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, 
21  Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that 
which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Jas 1:4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing. 
 
Jas 3:2  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the 
same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. 
… 
8  But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 
9  Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, 
which are made after the similitude of God. 
10  Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, 
these things ought not so to be. 
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Did James say, that ‘it’s ok brethren, I understand. We have a nature 
bent to sin and can’t help ourselves? No, he didn’t. But that’s how we 
have read this again and again, rather than confession the sin and 
battling against it. 

 
A key to understanding biblical perfectionism is understanding the term 
weakness: 

 
2Co 12:9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
 

a]sqenei<aij, dat. sing. of infirmities, a]sqenei<aij, gen. sing. of 

a]sqe<neia, KJV, infirmity (17), sickness (1), weakness (5), diseases (1); 

This is not sin, but weakness that we suffer as sons of Adam: 
various diseases, disabilities, afflictions, and propensities to lusts 
which may lead to sin. 

 
2Co 13:4  For though he was crucified through weakness (Not sin; Had He 
not become weak for us He could not have been crucified. Jesus Christ was, 
in a sense afflicted with that which relates to human flesh; but without 
depravity.), yet he liveth by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, 
but we shall live with him by the power of God toward you. 

 
 
It is a very evil thing not to be able to quit sin.  Such persons haven’t the grace of 
God.  We need to rethink what we have about sin if that is our theology.  There 
are those who cannot cease from sin that the Word of God warns us against. 
 

2Pe.2.9  The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, 
 

What does that mean, to deliver the godly out of temptations.  He 
can deliver us from trials to sin.  Lot was living in the midst of the 
perverse.  He heard their language and rejected to take it to himself.  
He knew of their wickednesses and he refused to take up their 
immoralities.  Yes, he had weaknesses and proneness to such things 
because of his nature, but he didn’t have to follow after them.   
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and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: 
10 ¶  But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, 
and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not 
afraid to speak evil of dignities. 
11  Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing 
accusation against them before the Lord. 
12  But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, 
speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in 
their own corruption; 
13  And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it 
pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting 
themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you; 
14  Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling 
unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed 
children … 
 

that cannot cease, a]katapau<stouj, acc., pl., masc. of 

a]kata<paustoj, a] negative particle +  kata<  down, according to, 

as + pau<w to cease, leave or quit; cf. katapau<w, KJV, Acts 14.18, 

restrained; He.4.4, did rest; He.4.10 (also v.8, had given … rest), hath 
ceased … and so adding to this the negative Gr. a], we have, 

unrestrained, unresting, unceasing from sin. 
 

This should not be the description of a child of God!  Such children are not yet 
born of God brethren.  We are not hopelessly doomed to committing sins against 
God. 
 
Read Romans chapter 7.   
 

First, at those places where we read the word sin, it should be understood 
as the sin’s principle in us.  But it cannot be read as sin particularly else Paul 
was an utter failure in the things of Christ. 
 
Second, at those places where we read the word evil, consider it as evil 
inclination. (vss.19, 21) 
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Paul never said that he was hopelessly sinning and sinning and sinning.  He never 
justified sin.  No Scripture justifies the commission of sin in any man, but most 
certainly in the children of God.  We have no excuse for sin.  Sin is a failure on our 
part to claim the grace of God, the help of our Savior to keep from sin. And that is 
where we are led in our message today in First John chapter 2.  The primary 
purpose for Christ’s High Priestly role is to help us, to aid us so that we do not 
succumb to the present weakness of our present nature so that we might walk 
with Him and yes, abide in Him.  Having been born of God means that our Lord 
Jesus Christ has conveyed to us the promise of the New Covenant, which is a 
living principle of life at work in us to live before God in righteousness, righteous 
actions.  
 

Eze 36:26  A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give 
you an heart of flesh. 
 

Heb 8:10  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, 
and they shall be to me a people: 
11  And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the 
least to the greatest. 
12  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember no more. 

 
Let us not live a life of regrets.  I wish I had done this, and I wish I had done that.  I 
wish I had done better.  Let us live a life of faith.  Put away the things of the flesh.  
Reject the evil thoughts and loose tongue. Reject the hot, quick temper. Reject 
being offendable. 
 

Jas 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that 
ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much. 
 

Let us not put up a wall and hide behind them.   
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Finally, we have a Helper. This is among the primary works of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as He sits in the throne of His Father at this very moment.  I think we have 
made this more of his lastly works. But this among the first things that He does in 
our behalf: to aid us so that we might not sin. 
 

He.4.15  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of (sumpaqh?sai, transliterated into English sympathize 

with) our infirmities (not sin…); but was in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without sin. 
 

infirmities, a]sqenei<aij, dat. pl. of a]sqe<neia, KJV, infirmity 

(17), sickness (1), weakness (5), diseases (1); This is not sin, but 
weakness that we suffer as sons of Adam: various diseases, 
disabilities, afflictions, and propensities to lusts which may 
lead to sin. 
 

2Co 13:4  For though he was crucified through 
weakness (Not sin; Had He not become weak for us He 
could not have been crucified. Jesus Christ was, in a 
sense afflicted with that which relates to human flesh; 
but without depravity.), yet he liveth by the power of 
God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with 
him by the power of God toward you. 

 
16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help (boh<qeian) in time of need. 

 
Is this help to keep us from sinning, or only help that we 
receive after we have sinned? We are not hopelessly bound, 
since Christ, to live a life of sin.  This must mean primarily that 
we are first helped to stand against the propensities to sin that 
continues in us, then, if we must be so, we can receive help 
after we have sinned.  But who would deny how much better 
to have never sinned to begin with? 
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