
BITTERNESS AND ITS RELATIONSHIP
TO ANGER AND FORGIVENESS

Acts 8:14-24
Message 2

INTRO: In the first message on bitterness and its 
relationship to anger and forgiveness, we looked at Simon 
the magician who apparently was converted, as recorded in 
Acts 8. Here was a man who wanted to be somebody great and 
he succeeded to become recognized as a great man until the 
Gospel came along. And this Gospel was more powerful than 
anything he had ever known and it brought peace and joy to 
the people. It appears that he himself then came under 
conviction and believed and was baptized. 

After he was baptized, it seems that this desire to be 
known as someone great was still there. Only now he wanted 
to buy the power of God but such a thought of course is 
sinful in itself. And Peter said, “I perceive that you are 
in the gall of bitterness.” What Peter is saying is, 
“Simon, looking at your desires, I can see that you are 
immersed in the yellow green material contained in the 
gall. You are immersed in bitterness.” 

I defined bitterness for us as, “Bitterness is a state of 
unresolved anger caused by violated rights or thwarted 
desires which causes a bitter taste in the soul.” I 
mentioned that Lou Sutera defines bitterness as anger in 
the deep freeze. 

This morning we want to look at words related to bitterness 
or words important to understand in order to avoid 
bitterness or get out of bitterness. We will look at seven 
words in all. They are anger; justice; vengeance; 
forbearance; longsuffering; patience and forgiveness. In 
this message we will look at six words and leave the word 
forgiveness for an entire message later. So let us begin by 
going back briefly to the word anger first.

 II. WORDS RELATED TO BITTERNESS 

A.  Anger

In our first message we looked at anger as it is 
related to bitterness because it is key in the 
definition. So I will just briefly review this word 
for us and add a few additional thoughts. There are 



three words we might well translate anger. We 
considered these. They are thumos,orgee. and 
parorgismos. Thumos and orgee are found together in 
Ephesians 4:31 which says we are to let all 
bitterness, and wrath and anger be put away from us. 
The word ‘thumos’ seems to speak of that anger that 
comes quickly and then subsides in a short time. It 
seems to me that this is not an anger that says, “An 
injustice has taken place and it must be fixed.” Look 
at an example of this word in the life of the Lord 
Jesus (read Mark 3:1-5). 

The second word is orgee. Bishop Trench says of this 
word orge, that it "is more of an abiding and settled 
habit of mind with purpose of revenge..." (131). I 
think this word says, “An injustice has occurred that 
must be settled.” It is an anger which causes us to 
desire to take revenge. 

Now I’d like you to go to an interesting verse of 
Scripture (read Rom. 12:19). This is a most 
instructive verse and we will look at it in greater 
detail in a moment. Let me just say here that every 
time an injustice takes place, God keeps track of it. 
And if that injustice is not taken care of by the 
person who does it, God will see to it Personally that 
it is dealt with justly. God sometimes does that here 
and now, and some things He leaves till later. Mankind 
as a whole is storing up wrath for the day of wrath. 
Here God will pour out His wrath unmixed. It is called 
the great tribulation. In that time period He will 
pour out His wrath (orgee) on mankind. The time when 
God pours out His great wrath is, as I see it, the 
last few months of the tribulation. I want you to see 
this (Rev. 6:16, 17; 11:18; 14:10; 16:19; 19:15). 

As I see it, when we get angry over an injustice, that 
is not wrong. God is angry with the wicked every day 
(Ps. 7:11). We will see later, how to deal with this 
kind of anger. But we need to note here that we must 
never allow this anger to turn into the parorgismos
type of anger, which ultimately turns into bitterness 
which some see as just another kind of anger. 

B.  Justice 



There is a second word that is related to bitterness 
that we must consider. It is the word ‘justice’. You 
see, when I am wronged or when you are wronged, what 
we want is justice. That is our desire is that the 
person who has done this receives precisely what they 
deserve. Let us turn to Romans 12:9 (read). It is 
common for us to think that vengeance is wrong. That 
is because we are forbidden to take vengeance. 
However, God does take vengeance. As a matter of fact 
He says in this verse, “Vengeance is mine. It belongs 
to Me. Do not avenge yourself because it belongs to 
Me.”  

What is justice? The Greek word for justice is dikee. 
It speaks of that which is right and then according to 
Vines Dictionary, it came to mean a judicial hearing 
and then the execution of a sentence. It has to do 
with that which is right. Notice this connection 
between justice, righteous and righteously. Justice is 
dikee; righteous is dikaios and righteously is dikaiws
and justification which is dikaiosunee . These words 
come from the word meaning right. God is just. He must 
and will do what is right. When sin happens, justice, 
that which is right must be done. 

So let me give you my definition of justice: It is, 
“Rightly rendering that which is due or merited.” For 
example, if justice were done to a murderer, he would 
die. He has killed. He must die. God said, “Whoever 
sheds man’s blood, by man his blood must be shed; for 
in the image of God He made man.” So to put a murderer 
to death is justice. Today we pamper murderers in 
prison for years and then we release them. That is an 
injustice. Justice renders what is right. 

Now there are two other words we need to understand 
here. They are punishment and discipline. Justice does 
not have to do with discipline, it has to do with 
rendering that which is due or merited. Justice 
requires punishment, not discipline. Henry C. Thiessen 
correctly says in his theology book, "Discipline 
proceeds from love and is intended to be 
corrective...but punishment proceeds from justice and 
so is not intended to reform the offender." So we 
conclude that every sin we do rightly deserves 
justice, which is punishment. Today’s tolerant, loving 
society wants to discipline crimes, not punish them. 



There is a close connection between justice and 
justification. When someone is wronged, there are 
three crucial points. There is the offender. Then 
there is the offense. And then there is the one who 
has been offended. So, between an offended person and 
the offender stands an offense or many offenses. For 
instance, when we sin we offend God and He becomes 
angry. In order for the relationship to be restored, 
the offense must be made right. When we accept the 
work of Christ on our behalf, the offense is removed 
because He bore, not our discipline, but our 
punishment, and we are declared righteous. That is 
justification. Justice has been served, Christ has 
taken our punishment, and justification has been 
pronounced.

Now when an injustice has taken place the wronged 
person desires justice to be done. When justice is 
served, that is vengeance and that is the next word we 
must look at. 

C.  Vengeance

Let me say at the outset that vengeance is a word 
greatly misunderstood. The TWOT says of the Hebrew 
word naqam, translated vengeance, “Although this root, 
including its derivatives, is only used about seventy 
times in the OT, it expresses a truth that is 
theologically important, but greatly misunderstood. 
Vengeance and revenge are ideas that would appear to 
have no good ethical validity whether coming from God 
or man. But such is not the case when the use of this 
root is properly understood in its OT setting and NT 
application. The concept of divine vengeance must be 
understood in the light of OT teaching about the 
holiness and justice of God and its affect on man as a 
sinner. In terms of the presuppositions of some modern 
‘Christian’ theologies, such a God of vengeance will 
be labeled unchristian and unethical” (II:598).

Two key OT passages are Leviticus 19:18 and 
Deuteronomy 32:35. Leviticus 19:18 says, “You shall 
not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge (a keeper of 
anything, keep my anger) against the children of your 
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: 
I am the LORD.” Deuteronomy 32:35 says, “Vengeance is 



Mine, and recompense; Their foot shall slip in due
time; For the day of their calamity is at hand, And 
the things to come hasten upon them.” If God takes 
revenge or takes vengeance, then certainly it cannot 
be wrong! (Let me add here that this is the verse that 
Jonathan Edwards used as a text for the very famous 
sermon, “Sinners In the Hands of an Angry God”.)

When Cain killed Abel and God placed a curse upon 
Cain, Cain said that someone would kill him (Gen. 
4:14). And God said that if anyone killed Cain, 
vengeance would be taken on that person seven fold 
(Gen. 4:15). The reason for that is that vengeance 
belongs to God. There were many times when God 
instructed people to kill people who had violated 
others. God has the right to instruct people to do so, 
but people never have the right to take vengeance into 
their own hands. Vengeance belongs to God alone.

We come to a NT quote of Deuteronomy 32:35 in Romans 
we find the word vengeance a translation of a very 
interesting word. Romans 12:19 says, “Beloved, do not 
avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for 
it is written, "’Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’
says the Lord.” So it is important that we define 
vengeance. The NT word for justice is ekdikeesis. Now 
if you observed closely this word, you will find that 
word dikee in it. That is very important! This word 
comes from the two words, ek meaning out of and, 
dikee, meaning justice, which we have looked at 
already. So what is vengeance? It is that which 
proceeds out of justice. It is rendering that which is 
right! Vengeance is that act which proceeds out from 
justice and does right to the wrongs committed. In 
true vengeance, justice is done. 

Now we need to spend a little more time here. This is 
a very important verse in knowing how to deal with 
things so that they do not bring bitterness. The 
desire for vengeance when we have been wronged is what 
LEM calls an “ineffaceable feeling in the heart of 
every man which Paul recognizes and which God will 
honor in due time” (Romans 12:19). When we have been 
wronged, we have a desire inside that says, “I want 
this made right!” Maxwell says that is an ineffaceable 
desire. That means, you can’t get rid of it. It is 
there! 



There is something more we need to see here. Look at 
Romans 13:4. A ruler of the land, a governmental 
authority, such as our RCMP etc… is God’s minister to 
us for good. And if we do wrong, we are to be afraid 
for he does not carry a gun for nothing. Because when 
we do wrong he is an avenger (ekdikos), one who makes 
right, to execute wrath (orgee) on such as do wrong. 

Now in Romans 12:19, the KJV and the NKJV both say we 
are to, “give place to wrath.” The question is whose 
wrath are we to give place to, ours or God’s? How one 
interprets this is very important as to how one 
handles being wronged by others, and thus avoiding 
bitterness. I am convinced that it means we are to 
commit the case to God and make room for His wrath 
because He is also angry about this and He will avenge 
you in due time. This is such an important point that 
I want to take some time to show from both translators 
and commentators that I am not just following my own 
thinking here. 

So, I believe it is God’s wrath we are to give place 
to. Further, I think a good way to translate the verb 
‘give place’ is ‘make room for’ and what we are to 
make room for is God’s wrath. The ESV says, “…leave it 
for the wrath of God…” That is an interpretive 
translation but gives the sense I think is in the 
passage. The HCSB says, “…leave room for His wrath…” 
that is, “…leave room for God’s wrath…” The RSV says, 
“…leave it to the wrath of God…” So there is support 
from translators to the view I have given. 

There is also support from commentators. Barnes 
comments thus: “Its obvious design is to induce us not 
to attempt to avenge ourselves, but to leave it with 
God. To give place, then, is to leave it for God to 
come in and execute wrath or vengeance on the enemy. 
Do not execute wrath; leave it to God; commit all to 
him; leave yourself and your enemy in his hands, 
assured that he will vindicate you and punish him. 

Calvin says, “To give place to wrath, is to commit to 
the Lord the right of judging…”

JFB, “This is usually taken to mean, ‘but give room or 
space for wrath to spend itself.’ But as the context 



shows that the injunction is to leave vengeance to 
God, "wrath" here seems to mean, not the offense,
which we are tempted to avenge, but the avenging wrath
of God (see #2Ch 24:18), which we are enjoined to 
await, or give room for. (So the best interpreters).”

Matthew Poole says this: “say some, your own wrath: 
q.d. Be not angry, or suffer not your anger to hurry 
you to revenge; give way a little, and walk aside, as 
Ahasuerus did, when his wrath kindled against Haman. 
Others refer it to the wrath of those who wrong us; 
decline their wrath, as David did Saul’s; put up 
wrongs and injuries. But it is better referred to the 
wrath of God, which they seem to prevent who seek 
revenge: q.d. Suffer God to vindicate and right you, 
to avenge you of your adversaries; commit your cause 
to him, and do not take his work out of his hand. This 
sense agrees well with what follows.” 

Robertson’s Word Studies: “ ‘Give room for …. the 
wrath’ of God instead of taking vengeance in your own 
hands.”

I think a better translation of, “...give place to 
wrath...” is, “...make room for wrath...”, that is, 
make room for God’s wrath because He will take care of 
it. So what do we do with issues that cannot be 
resolved? We give this thing over to God and then say, 
“Lord, I give this to You. You deal with it. You said 
that vengeance is Yours and I take my hands off and 
give it to You.” You see, if I avenge myself, I have 
not made room for God’s wrath. If I give this matter 
to God, and if this person does not take care of this 
matter, God will. It is His promise that He will 
repay. The word ‘to repay’ is antapodidomi and it 
means ‘to give or pay back’. God will pay back. 
Justice WILL be done. Absolutely every injustice will 
some day be made right or receive punishment in 
eternal hell-fire. Now you see, I can become bitter, 
or I can hand these things over to God, and trust Him 
with it. If I am bitter, I am not trusting Him with 
this matter. If I truly trust Him, and that He will 
repay, I may well even begin to feel sorry for the 
other person, rather than become bitter. 

Now before we leave this word, I want us to notice the 
connection between justice and vengeance. It is so 



close that the KJV sometimes translates the word as 
vengeance in Acts 28:4. The NKJV has it as justice. In 
Jude verse 7 both the KJV and the NKJV translate the 
word justice as vengeance. 

Understanding vengeance does not resolve all issues, 
but vengeance is one of the important words related to 
bitterness. 

D.  Forbearance

There is another word we need to understand, that is 
important in avoiding bitterness. It is the word to 
forbear. You see, justice and vengeance both have 
their place. But because God is longsuffering and 
merciful (His mercy endures forever) He sometimes 
gives us a long time between a wrong done and 
vengeance or justice taking place. 

Now the word ‘forbear’ in the sense of which we are 
speaking here is anecho. It means to hold up. Often 
justice is held up for some time. Time is given 
between the event that requires justice and the act of 
vengeance, to find forgiveness. That time could be 
there to allow us time to fix things up before we are 
judged. At times we need to practice this kind of 
forbearance with one another. 

Listen to Romans 2:4 for a look at this word, “Or do 
you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, 
and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of 
God leads you to repentance?” The word forbearance 
speaks of a delay or holding back of punishment. When 
a wrong has been done, justice demands that it must be 
made right. But justice allows time between the wrong 
done and the execution of punishment. And it allows 
that if the wrong is made right before justice must 
take place then, punishment may be averted. 

So most of us probably remember a time when our mother 
said, “When Dad comes home, he will deal with you.” We 
had done something that deserved punishment, but it 
was not made right until Dad came home. Justice does 
not always have to happen immediately. With some of us 
God practiced forbearance for a long time. Are you not 
glad for the forbearance of God? 



For example, when Adam and Eve sinned justice demanded 
death. That was the punishment for sin. But justice 
allowed time between the wrong done and justice. 
During that time God provided a just means of taking 
care of their sin. Adam and Eve accepted God’s method 
of dealing with sin, and lived. If justice had been 
required immediately, Adam and Eve would have been 
sentenced that day and mankind would never have come 
into existence. 

Everyone here this morning owes his or her very life 
to the fact of God’s forbearance. It is His holding 
back of punishment and allowing us time to come back 
to Him. Forbearance is an act that comes out of God’s 
goodness (Rom. 2:4). 

In Ephesians 4:1 we are instructed to walk worthy of 
our calling. Let us read 4:1-3 (read). One of those 
things we are to practice as Christians is ‘bearing 
with one another’. That is the word anecho, to 
forbear, to hold up vengeance or hold up requiring 
justice. Look at Colossians 3:12-13 for further 
instruction on this. Rather than becoming bitter about 
some things, we need to practice forbearance, just 
like God has with us.

E.  Longsuffering

Another word important to avoiding bitterness is the 
word translated longsuffering. Vine’s says of this 
word, “Longsuffering (makrothumeo) is that quality of 
self-restraint in the face of provocation which does 
not hastily retaliate or promptly punish; it is the 
opposite of anger, and is associated with mercy and is 
used of God, Ex. 34:6 (Sept.); Rom. 2:4; 1 Pet. 3:20.”

The original word for longsuffering is makrothumeo. 
This word is made up of two words, as most good Greek 
words are. The first is macros, meaning long; and 
thumeo, which is the verb form of one of the words we 
studied for anger. So it means to be long-angered. It 
does not mean to remain angry long, but to be able to 
endure a long time before anger sets in.  

So, longsuffering and forbearance are closely related 
as is evident from Romans 2:4 which says, “Or do you 
despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and 



longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God 
leads you to repentance?” God not only holds up 
justice for a time but He is longsuffering. 

F.  Patience 

There is still another word we need to consider with 
relation to bitterness. This word speaks of a virtue. 
It is the word patience. You will have heard what the 
poet has said about this virtue:

Patience is a virtue,
Get it if you can; 

Seldom found in women,
Never found in men. 

The original word for patience hupomenee. It comes 
from the two words, upo = under and meno = to remain. 
So it is to remain under, or to bear up under. 
Something happens that we do not like and our tendency 
is to get impatient. But to work further without 
getting angry, thumos, is patience. 

Now someone will ask the question, “Well, just what 
exactly is the difference between longsuffering and 
patience? Bishop Trench distinguishes between these 
two words thus: longsuffering is related to our 
dealings with people and patience is bearing up under 
circumstances not related to people. With regard to 
this distinction Trench says he believes it holds good 
anywhere these two words occur (198). 

Let me give you an example. Somebody is training me 
for a job and over and over I make the same mistake. 
According to this difference in explanation, my 
teacher would need to be longsuffering. But let us say 
I am fixing my car or sewing a dress and nothing wants 
to work. Twice I took it apart and both times it did 
not work. This takes patience. 

Now you see, bitterness may come from things not 
working out or problems with people. So we need to 
grow both in longsuffering and in patience. 

CONCL: Let me mention something in conclusion because in my 
teaching and preaching some have been grieved that I 
explain Greek and Hebrew words. Why do I give you the Greek 



or Hebrew words that deal with words under discussion? Why 
do I NOT give you definitions from English dictionaries? 
After all, we are English speaking people, are we not? It 
can be a major Bible interpretational error to go to 
English dictionaries to define biblical words. The English 
words are the translator’s ideas of the intent of the 
passage. To get an accurate definition one MUST go to the 
original language. With today’s availability of tools, 
every lay person can do this. One can understand much of 
the Bible without going to the original languages. When one 
instructs others and wants to do justice to the Word of 
God, it is essential! I am not saying one cannot understand 
the Bible without going to the original languages. I am 
saying one cannot properly define a lot of words without 
doing so. For teachers of the Word of God, it is important 
to use every tool available to interpret rightly the Word 
of God. 

So we have looked at six important words with relation to 
bitterness. These are anger; justice; vengeance; 
forbearance; longsuffering and patience. In the next 
message I want to deal with one word: forgiveness. Why so 
much time on one word? Because, I believe it is so 
misunderstood!


