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Introduction 

1. As we approach chapter 20, know that this territory contains the most hotly debated six 

verses in Scripture (vv. 1–6).  

a. These verses deal with the millennium (Latin for the number 1000) and the binding of 

Satan.  

b. The debate centers in three basic positions relating to the bodily return of Christ and His 

rule over the nations (premillennial, post millennial, and amillennial). 

2. These verses also deal with the final battle of the ages (vv. 7–10) and the final judgment (vv. 

11–15). 

3. We are going to examine the first six verses carefully by examining the three positions and 

determining which best interprets Revelation. This will take two or three messages.  

I. Four Enemies  

There are four character-elements connected to the present earth system that stand in 

opposition to the Lamb and His purpose to rule all things in the kingdom of God. 

1. Satan, the red dragon (12:1–6)  

a. The dragon was cast out of heaven (12:7–17) and is furious because of his failed attempt to 

“devour” the woman’s male child who was “caught up to God” (12:5; Gen. 3:15).  

b. The dragon pursued the woman (the Israel of God), who fled into the wilderness to be 

protected and nourished by God for 1260 days. 

c. The dragon’s fury is then turned on the rest of the woman’s offspring, identified as those 

who obey God—“keep His commandments”—and who “hold to the testimony of Jesus” 

(12:17).  

2. The first (sea) beast represents the political powers governing the nations under the control 

of Satan (antichrist; 13:1–10).  

3. The second (land) beast represents the socio-religious false prophet who supports the first 

beast (13:11–18).  

4. Babylon (16:19; 17:1–19:3) represents the infrastructure of Satan’s counterfeit political and 

religious system in this fallen world.  

a. It is the culture of any given society—what Scripture refers to as the “world” (1 John 2:15–

17). It is “the man-centered substructure of civilization, grounded in brute force and 

intoxicated by idolatrous adoration of pleasure and possessions, belonging to this old 

cosmic [world] order for which ‘no place is found’ when the new heavens and earth 

appear” (Dennis E. Johnson, Triumph of the Lamb: A Commentary on Revelation, Kindle 

ed., loc. 2858). 

b. In John’s day, Rome was the antichrist beast. Paganism and Judaism teamed as the false 

prophet with Jerusalem serving as the great city, Babylon. Jerusalem was destroyed by 



Rome in A.D. 70 (17:16, 17; 18:4–8), ending that era and vindicating God’s martyred 

servants (19:2). 

c. In the years following, a number of beast-systems have come and gone. However, these 

elements are characteristic in every age, and there is a clear line that links each succeeding 

system, unifying the whole of history.  

d. The single factor that Revelation assigns and which is prevalent in every culture is its 

hostility to Christ and His followers. This world system is Satan’s means to make war on 

the Lamb.He opposes the people of God through deception, compromise, or outright 

persecution.  

e. The response of the people of God must be found in their understanding of the message of 

the Revelation. There is a great need for wisdom: “This calls for wisdom: let the one who 

has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his 

number is 666” (13:18; 17:9, 10). There is a great need for patience: “Here is a call for the 

endurance and faith of the saints” (13:10). 

II. The Last Battle  

The last battle is now introduced and detailed. We saw the Champion described in 19:11–16. 

1. This vision-section (19:11–21:8) is identified by “Then I saw heaven opened” (19:11) 

followed by seven visions identified by “I saw” (19:17, 19; 20:1, 4, 11, 21:1, 2).  

a. John saw a door opened in heaven (4:1, 2), revealing God’s providential rule over history 

(the seals and trumpet judgments). 

b. John saw the heavenly temple opened (11:19), revealing the cosmic conflict of the ages. 

c. John saw the tabernacle in heaven opened (15:5), revealing God’s wrath (the bowls and 

the destruction of Babylon). 

d. In the current section, John is seeing heaven itself opened (19:11), revealing the triumph of 

the Lamb and His saints.  

2. The final battle is seen in two visions, the first showing the defeat and final fate of the beast-

system (19:11–21) and the second focusing on the defeat of Satan (20:7–10).  

3. This final battle was previewed in 16:12–16 as “the war of the great God.” (Note the 

presence of the definite article here and in 19:9 and 20:8, tying all three texts together with a 

strong and obvious connection).  

a. The question is whether there will be a single final physical war or is this vision and 

conflict mostly spiritual in nature?  

b. The “kings of the east” may alert us that Islam could be God’s instrument of judgment on 

the beast system of this final period.  

c. There is also a definite demonic element observed in the three “frogs” “who go abroad to 

the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the 

Almighty” (16:14).  

d. With the description of the battle of Armageddon is the third beatitude (“blessed”), which 

constitutes a warning and admonition for the saints to be vigilant and pure in light of 

Christ’s return (16:15). 



4. The battle is referred to as Armageddon or Har-Magedon (Hebrew) which translated means, 

“Mount of Meggido.” There is a problem with this as the location of the final conflict. 

a. Meggido is a broad plain northeast of Jerusalem in which a number of notable OT battles 

took place; however, there is no topographical feature anywhere near it that could be 

called a mountain. 

b. All OT prophetic texts about a final gathering of the nations against the Lord have it 

occurring at Jerusalem (Zech. 12:3; 14:2, 3). If this reference points to Jerusalem, then it is 

more probable that the church, not the city, is the target (Heb. 12:22). Some commentators 

have pointed to the Greek transliteration of Har-Magedon as more properly translated 

“Mount of the Assembly”; although others reject this as farfetched.  

Application  

1. Dogmatism in prophecy is to be carefully avoided. At the same time, careful study in 

prophetic Scripture is highly encouraged. There is a great need for the believer to negotiate 

the narrow channel between the dangerous rocks of these two extremes—dogmatism and 

neglect. There are important prophetic events looming, and the church must be sober and 

vigilant, as per 16:15.  

2. Judgment is a subject not well received in modern Christianity’s preoccupation with love. 

Few sermons are preached on hell as the end of those who refuse Christ. However, nothing 

will change a person’s mind about judgment like suffering persecution for being a follower 

of Christ. At that time, those who previously shunned judgment will cry out for vengeance. 

In that hour, the greatest comfort for the saint will be the expectation of God’s righteous 

judgment. We must not despair. The righteous Judge is coming. In the meantime, we are to 

follow Christ’s instructions as laid out by Paul in Romans 12:14–21.  


