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Isaiah 24-27 April 1, 2012
Study 06

The Prophecy of Isaiah
Isaiah’s Apocalypse

In our last study we covered the main points of Isaiah chapters 13 to 23 which set
forth a series of oracles against several nations. One important lesson was that God
is sovereign over all of the nations of the earth and that He has the power to use
one ungodly nation to punish another ungodly nation. God sent Assyria against
Babylon, two of the most ungodly and cruel peoples the world has ever seen.

Today’s lesson from chapters 24 to 27 rightly concludes the previous study with
judgment on those who reject God and blessing on those who are faithful.

This lesson is called “Isaiah’s Apocalypse” since it points to a day when God will
judge His creation and usher in the fulness of salvation.

The word “apocalypse” means an “unveiling,” or a “disclosure.”
Other apocalyptic writings are in Daniel and the Revelation of Jesus Christ.

God will overcome evil and bring His chosen people of every age to eternal glory.

As before your system of eschatology [last things] interprets Scripture.
Do these events occur in a millennial reign of Christ on earth or do they refer to the
end of this present age and the new heavens and the new earth?

God’s Judgment of the Wicked Isaiah 24

Isaiah describes the earth as staggering under the blows of God’s judgment; a
catastrophe that none of the wicked will escape [24:1-2].
God will not discriminate between rich or poor, high or low, young or old [24:3-5].
The reason for this judgment is because they have broken the “everlasting
covenant.” It is difficult to be specific to what the “everlasting covenant” refers.

God’s everlasting covenant with Noah:
Gen 9:8-17

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 "Behold, I establish my
covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living creature
that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as
many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my
covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth." 12 And God said,
"This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living
creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the
cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I
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bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in
the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and
every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." 17 God said to Noah, "This is
the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on
the earth." ESV

God’s everlasting covenant with Abraham:
Gen 17:1-14
When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to
him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my
covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly." 3 Then Abram fell on
his face. And God said to him, 4 "Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be
the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram,
but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of
nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and
kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you
and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you
and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan,
for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God."

9 And God said to Abraham, "As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and
your offspring after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which
you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male
among you shall be circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your
foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who is
eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your
generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from any
foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13 both he who is born in your house and he
who is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant
be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male who is not
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has
broken my covenant." ESV

God’s covenant with Noah was unconditional and God’s covenant with Abraham
seems to be conditioned on obedience [17:9].

Blessing comes out of Judgment Isaiah 24:23

This verse transitions from judgment to blessing with the LORD reigning on
Mount Zion. The next three chapters reveal the relief of God’s redeemed people.
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A Song of Thanksgiving Isaiah 25

The redeemed of the LORD sing praises to God for keeping His promises made
long ago [25:1].

Babylon represented those who oppose God and it is ruined [25:2].

The enemies of God’s people who have exploited and oppressed them will be
banished from the presence of the LORD and His people will dwell in safety
[25:3-5].

When judgment has passed over there will be rejoicing on Mount Zion. A feast
will be prepared for all the redeemed of the world. The Redeemer will defeat all
oppressive enemies, here represented by the Moabites [25:6-12].

A Song of Victory Isaiah 26

This song is about the reversal of the status of the humble and the proud.

The NT carries forward this truth.

Matt 19:30
But many who are first will be last, and the last first.

Mark 9:35
And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, "If anyone would be

first, he must be last of all and servant of all."

Luke 13:22-30
22 He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying

toward Jerusalem. 23 And someone said to him, "Lord, will those who are saved be
few?" And he said to them, 24 "Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I
tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25 When once the master of the
house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at
the door, saying, 'Lord, open to us,' then he will answer you, 'I do not know where
you come from.' 26 Then you will begin to say, 'We ate and drank in your presence,
and you taught in our streets.' 27 But he will say, 'I tell you, I do not know where
you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!' 28 In that place there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and
all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 29 And people
will come from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the
kingdom of God. 30 And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first
who will be last."
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Those who trust in the LORD will be at peace [26:3].

God is the “Rock of Ages,” the everlasting strength [26:4-7].

Phil 4:4-7
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness

be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

In verses 7-11, Isaiah looks back to the immediate circumstances; the nation is
unrighteous and is suffering under the discipline of God. It will be a long wait for
the fulfillment of these blessings.

Isaiah observed that despite God’s kindness and longsuffering the wicked will
continue in sin and will refuse to do what is right.

Verse 10 states a universal truth; the wicked can not learn from God’s favor.

The wicked are blind to God’s chastening [26:11].

When peace does come, it will be from God. Isaiah says that no matter who ruled
this is always true. After all, where are all of the great rulers of the past? They are
all dead and gone! Only the eternal God truly reigns [12-15].

In verses 16-18, the prophet intercedes with the LORD on behalf of the people
who will come to God in their distress.

But there must first be a time of discipline under the Babylonians and the
Assyrians. Isaiah uses the image of a woman in travail of childbirth.

Isaiah continues the metaphor of childbirth saying that the people have failed to
bring deliverance to the people of the earth. The Israelites consistently failed to be
missionaries to the other nations of the earth.

But there is always hope for the faithful. The believers have the same hope in all
generations [26:19-21].
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The Redemption of Israel Isaiah 27

“In that day…” When the Lord returns He will move against the evil world
powers who have oppressed His people. “Leviathan” is a great sea monster of
Canaanite mythology and represents the wicked people of the earth.

The people would be familiar with the image of Leviathan.

Job and Psalms seem to use Leviathan to symbolize godless nations.

Job 3:8
Let those curse it who curse the day,
who are ready to rouse up Leviathan.

Job 41:1
"Can you draw out Leviathan with a fishhook

or press down his tongue with a cord?

Ps 74:12-14
12 Yet God my King is from of old,

working salvation in the midst of the earth.
13 You divided the sea by your might;
you broke the heads of the sea monsters on the waters.

14 You crushed the heads of Leviathan;
you gave him as food for the creatures of the wilderness.

What had been a wasteland will become a pleasant vineyard.

Recall that back in Chapter Five Isaiah sang a funeral dirge for God’s barren
vineyard, Judah. Due to God’s judgment Judah had become a wasteland.

But God promised that Jacob [Israel] will blossom and bud and fill the whole
world with fruit [27:6].

It is because God loves that He disciplines His people. Judah’s captivity in
Babylon was the Lord’s chastening for the good of His people [27:8].

The ultimate atonement for sin is the Lord Jesus’ death on the cross [27:9].

We can anticipate how God will fulfill these promises and our eschatology will
guide our interpretation. In any case His promises are sure and amen!


