
Jesus knew!
John 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus 

knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of 

this world unto the Father, having loved his own which 

were in the world, he loved them unto the end. 2 And supper 

being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of 

Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him; 3 Jesus 

knowing that the Father had given all things into his 

hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; 4 

He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a 

towel, and girded himself. 5 After that he poureth water into a 

bason, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe 

them with the towel wherewith he was girded. 6 Then cometh 

he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou 

wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I 

do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 8 

Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus 

answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. 9 

Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also 

my hands and my head. 10 Jesus saith to him, He that is 
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washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every 

whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 11 For he knew who 

should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his 

garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know 

ye what I have done to you? 13 Ye call me Master and 

Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 14 If I then, your 

Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to 

wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an 

example, that ye should do as I have done to you. 16 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than 

his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent 

him. 17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 

• Jesus knew when He was to die. He was living on God’s 

timetable for His life

• From our point of view and the human side this was a time 

of suffering but from God’s point of view it was glory, 

finishing His work

• Satan was able to put these wicked thoughts into Judas and 

to enter into him because he was not a believer. He had no 
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shield of faith. You are going to get tons of fiery darts thrown 

your way. You must lift your shield of faith

• While the disciples compete for who is the greatest Jesus 

humbles Himself to wash their feet

• Today’s church is full of a worldly spirit of competition and 

criticism as we try to see who is the greatest

• We grow in knowledge but not grace

1. Jesus knew that He was about to die! 1 Now before the 

feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour 

was come that he should depart out of this world unto the 

Father, having loved his own which were in the world, 

he loved them unto the end.

a. He knew that He was about to die and He knew what He 

would suffer 12:27 Now is my soul troubled; and what 

shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this 

cause came I unto this hour. 

b. He viewed what was about to happen to Him very 

differently!

i. He saw it as leaving this world and arriving in Heaven 

with the Father

                                                                 ! Jesus knew! John, Vision Baptist Church, April 1, 2012                                                       ! 3 of 12



ii. Instead of seeing the suffering He saw past the 

suffering Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author 

and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

iii. There is a lesson here for us. We must by faith know 

what is going to happen also in death and even in 

troubles. God is going to get us through it!

1. To be absent from the body is to be present with the 

Lord II Corinthians 5:8 We are confident, I say, and 

willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be 

present with the Lord.

2. God will bring me through this trial stronger and 

purer I Peter 1:7 That the trial of your faith, being 

much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 

though it be tried with fire, might be found unto 

praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 

Christ:

c. He faithfully loved His own 1 Now before the feast of the 

passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come 

that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, 
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having loved his own which were in the world, he 

loved them unto the end.

i. He loved them while He was living. He cared for them, 

met their needs, answered their prayers

ii. He cared for them even unto the end of His earthly life

iii. He cared for them even when He was dying and should 

have been thinking of Himself

iv. He loved them until the debt was paid on Calvary

v. He will love us always because with Him there is really 

no end-He loves us completely

2. Realize that Satan can put things into your heart 2 And 

supper being ended, the devil having now put into the 

heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him;

a. Satan was at work in Judas’ life just like he is in your life

b. Judas was not a believer and so he had no defense 

against the attack of Satan

c. You have a shield of faith and must realize that every 

thought that is not in agreement with the Word of God is 

not from God and must be rejected
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d. Judas was not helplessly a pawn of the devil. He had 

rejected the truth and shown rebellion towards Jesus all 

the way through

e. Though Jesus knew what would happen Judas had made 

his own decision

f. Judas had known and experienced the love of Jesus just 

like the others but he rejected that love. How are you 

responding to the love of Jesus and His message?

3. Jesus knew what was happening 3 Jesus knowing 

that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that 

he was come from God, and went to God;

a. He was not a victim

b. He knew that His hour had come and what He was going 

to suffer

c. He knew that Judas was going to betray Him

d. He knew that He was voluntarily giving His lie because His 

Father had given Him all things

e. He knew who He was that day and He knew that after He 

finished His work He was going to His Father
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f. He was laying down His life just like He had promised

4. Jesus took the place of a servant and washed their feet 4 

He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and 

took a towel, and girded himself. 5 After that he poureth 

water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples’ 

feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was 

girded. 6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith 

unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered 

and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; 

but thou shalt know hereafter. 8 Peter saith unto him, Thou 

shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash 

thee not, thou hast no part with me. 9 Simon Peter saith 

unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands 

and my head. 10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed 

needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: 

and ye are clean, but not all. 11 For he knew who should 

betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.

a. Jesus laid aside His garments just like He had when He 

humbled Himself and came to this earth to die for us 

Philippians 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you, which was also 

in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought 
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it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself 

of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 

servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And 

being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 

and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 

cross. 

b. Jesus gives us a lesson in humility. We should realize that 

we are here to serve and not to be served. Did you come 

today as a consumer or a server?

i. The world asks how many people work for you but God 

asks how many people do you work for!

ii. Will you willingly lower yourself to serve others

c. Jesus gives us a lesson about our relationship to sin

i. Peter doesn’t want His feet washed but Jesus says if I 

do not wash your feet then you have no part with me 8 

Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my 

feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast 

no part with me.

ii. When Peter hears that being washed means he is with 

Jesus he wants Jesus to bathe his hands and head also 

9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, 

but also my hands and my head.
                                                                 ! Jesus knew! John, Vision Baptist Church, April 1, 2012                                                       ! 8 of 12



iii. Jesus explains that once you have been washed you do 

not need to be washed again except for the feet 10 

Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save 

to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are 

clean, but not all.

1. This is again a lesson in eternal security. You get 

washed once because you are completely clean

2. You have your feet washed because they become 

contaminated as you walk in the world

3. This is the daily confession of sin as a believer

4. Getting your feet washed did nothing for you if you 

had not already been washed

5. Judas got his feet washed but he had never been 

washed in the blood of the Lamb

iv. Judas is a great lesson

1. You can be in a great church and attend all the 

services

2. You can be serving in great capacities in the church 

and not be saved

3. You can participate in the ordinances and not be 

saved

4. You can talk to Jesus and not be saved
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5. You can spend lots of time around other believers and 

see and hear it all and not be saved 11 For he knew 

who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not 

all clean.

6. Believers can believe you are saved, trust you, love 

you, and you not be saved

7. You can even have “good” motives and not be saved

5. God works through humble people 12 So after he had 

washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set 

down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have 

done to you? 13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say 

well; for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Master, 

have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 

another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an 

example, that ye should do as I have done to you. 16 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater 

than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he 

that sent him. 17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if 

ye do them.

a. Jesus taught them about keeping a pure and clean walk
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i. They are saved but sin has a way of creeping in

ii. We want to keep short accounts with the Lord

iii. We want to recognize sin and confess it

iv. We want to live holy lives because that is who we are

b. He reminds them that He really is their Lord and Master 

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so 

I am.
c. They should learn to humble themselves and serve each 

other 14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 

your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 

For I have given you an example, that ye 

should do as I have done to you.

i. They had been to conscious of who was first or who was 

the most important

ii. He, Jesus, was the most important and yet humbled 

Himself to serve

iii. They should get off of their high position and be willing 

to serve from the lowest position possible

d. None of them were better than Him. 16 Verily, verily, I 

say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; 
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neither he that is sent greater than he that sent 

him. 

i. If He would serve then they should learn that the key to 

serving God is humility and serving others

ii. Our lives are to be lived out serving others

e. The key to being happy is learning these lessons 17 If ye 

know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

i. Submit to God, keep your life clean, and serve others

ii. Jesus knew who He was so He didn't have to defend His 

position. He could stoop to serve

iii. Jesus knew so He could face horrible pressure, 

persecution, death, or anything else knowing that God 

would be glorified
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