
Philippians 4:14-19 
  

The Worship of Giving 
A Fragrant Offering,  

A Sacrifice Acceptable & Pleasing to God 

All Bible Verses are in the ESV Version (unless noted) 

© 2001–2014 Crossway.  

All rights reserved.  

All emphasis added/insertions are mine 

 1 



    Philippians 4:14-16 

14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 

15And you Philippians yourselves know that 

in the beginning of the gospel, when I left 

Macedonia, no church entered into 

partnership with me in giving and receiving, 

except you only. 16Even in Thessalonica you 

sent me help for my needs once and again.  
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    Philippians 4:17-19 

17Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit 

that increases to your credit. 18I have 

received full payment, and more. I am well 

supplied, having received from Epaphroditus 

the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a 

sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 

19And my God will supply every need of 

yours according to his riches in glory in 

Christ Jesus. 3 



In v14-19 Principles in Giving  
14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 

• Yet-Moreover, nevertheless (Continuing his thought)   

– There is a connection between our contentment (v10-
13) and our giving (v14-19)  

– Discontent people think of themselves (Content 
people think of others) 

• it was kind of you to share my trouble 

– Paul is commending & encouraging the church in 
their giving/support 

– As Christians, we should meet the needs of our 
brothers/sisters in Christ when they arise  

• Acts 2:45 as any had need, James 2:15, 1 John 
3:17-18 
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In v14-19 Principles in Giving  
15And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning 

of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into 

partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only.  

• It has been approximately 10 years since Paul left Philippi, 

and the church is still giving  

• Our giving should be a style of life (if we have to look in our 

past to justify our giving rather than our present, something 

is wrong) 

16Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once 

and again.  

• Giving for the church in Philippi was not dutiful checklist  

• once and again (Looked for opportunities) 
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In v14-19 Principles in Giving  
17Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit.  

• Paul is pointing out the faithful giving of the church but lest they think he 

is doing this for his personal gain, he tells them “I seek the fruit that 

increases to your credit” 

• Paul’s greatest concern is their Christlikeness (1:25) and eternal rewards  

• Matthew 6:19-24 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 

moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up 

for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, 

if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 23 but if your 

eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you 

is darkness, how great is the darkness! 24 “No one can serve two masters, 

for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 

the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” 

• Does my stewardship of money demonstrate I am laying up treasures on 

earth or heaven? (Where is your treasure?) 
6 



In v14-19 Principles in Giving  
18I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having 

received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a 

sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.  

• I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having 

received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent 

• The church at Philippi didn’t ask “How much do we have to give?” 

or “What’s the minimum we can give and still get credit for this 

giving thing?”, but rather “How much can we give?”  

– How do we approach our giving amount?  

the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and 

pleasing to God.  

• Where have you heard these phrases before? OT sacrifices 

– OT sacrifices (Acts of worship and thanksgiving) 

• Giving is an act of worship that is a fragrant offering, acceptable 

and pleasing to God 
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In v14-19 Principles in Giving  
2 Corinthians 8:1-8 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God 

that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test 

of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 

overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according 

to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 

4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 

5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and 

then by the will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had 

started, so he should complete among you this act of grace. 7 But as you 

excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and 

in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. 8 I say this 

not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love 

also is genuine. 

• Giving is not so much a money issue but a heart issue  

• Giving is sacrificial  

• Giving begins by giving yourself (money) to the Lord  

• Giving demonstrates our love is genuine (Lord and others)  
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In v14-19 Principles in Giving  
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all 

grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, 

you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written, “He has distributed 

freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 10 He 

who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 

your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You 

will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us 

will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not 

only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many 

thanksgivings to God. 3 By their approval of this service, they will glorify 

God because of your submission that comes from your confession of the 

gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all 

others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of the 

surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for his 

inexpressible gift! 
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In v14-19 Principles in Giving  
Why don’t we give or give more? Fear and unbelief 

19And my God will supply every need of yours according to his 

riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

• God promises to supply all our “needs”  

– The word “needs” scares us: Where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also 

• According to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus  

– Prov 11:24-25, Prov 4:19, Prov 19:17, Prov 3:9-10, Luke 6:38, 

Matt 6:25-34 (Romans 8:32) 

 

View giving as an act of worship with a cheerful heart, trusting the 

Lord will meet our needs as we store up treasures in heaven, and not 

on earth. Our giving demonstrates the genuiness of our love, and 

should demonstrate worth of our God. 
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