
EASTER 2015 

Undoubtedly the greatest enemy and the greatest threat to every human being is death.  Death 

tracks everyone and applies to everything.  Animals die.  Plants die.  People die.  Even buildings 

and houses die.  No one can outmaneuver death.  No one can outsmart death.  No one can buy 

his way out of death.  No one is strong enough to beat death.  Sooner or later the grave wins 

every single time.  The hard core reality is that the grave always wins. 

 

But every year millions and millions of people gather at some church one Sunday to acknow-

ledge that there was one time in history when the grave did not win.  There is one Sunday when 

people of different languages, locations and ethnic backgrounds gather in various parts of the 

world to celebrate one day when Jesus Christ was raised from the dead and one day when one 

Person beat death.  We call this Sunday Easter. 

 

There is nowhere in the Bible where Christians are challenged to celebrate Easter as some 

special annual day event.  But we can be appreciative of the fact that for one or two Sundays a 

year the vast majority of people in the world seem to break away from their worldly pursuits to 

think about Jesus Christ.  Now we will admit that, for the most part, the cross and empty tomb is 

coming in second to Easter bunnies and Easter eggs and Easter bonnets and new dresses or suits. 

But at least one Sunday a year, most people get up and go to church on Easter Sunday.  In the 

New Testament there are four Gospels–Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  All four Gospels 

describe different aspects concerning the life of Christ.  However, all four Gospels end with a 

description of 1) The arrest of Jesus Christ; 2) the trials of Jesus Christ; 3) the crucifixion of 

Jesus Christ; 4) the burial of Jesus Christ and 4) they all end with a discussion about the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  By general observation we may conclude that these events are 

critical because all Gospel writers include them. 

 

That cross of Jesus Christ and the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the entire basis for the 

Christian faith.  The founders of all other religions are dead and buried.   

 

1) Buddha’s body was cremated and is kept in a temple at Sri Lanka. 

2) Confucius’ body is buried in a grave in China. 

3) Muhammad’s body is buried in a mosque in Saudi Arabia. 

4) L. Ron Hubbard, of Christian Science, was cremated and his ashes were dumped in the 

Pacific. 

5) Joseph Smith, of Mormonism, is buried in Illinois, and his sidekick, Brigham Young, is buried 

in Salt Lake City. 

6) Charles Taze Russell, of Jehovah’s Witness, is buried in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

 

They are all dead, which proves their religion cannot give you any life; it will end in death.  

However, Jesus Christ is alive.  He was raised from the dead and that clearly proves that eternal 

life may be only found in Him. 

 

Now many Easter messages, including ones I have preached, are given to establish that the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ is a proven fact of history.  This of course is true.  It is a proven fact 

of history.   



One world-famous historian, Thomas Arnold, the great historical scholar of the 1800’s, said 

Christ’s resurrection is the “best attested fact in human history.”  We could give many proofs for 

the resurrection. 

 

There was the conversion of James, the half-brother of Jesus Christ, who did not even believe in 

Jesus Christ until Christ appeared to him.  

 

Then there is the conversion of Paul, who hated Christianity until Jesus Christ appeared to him 

on the road to Damascus.   

 

Then there is the total transformation of the Disciples from being cowards who ran away from 

Jesus Christ, who became martyrs for Jesus Christ.  They all died testifying of the fact that Jesus 

Christ was alive and had risen from the dead.   

 

Then there was that empty tomb.  There cannot be much doubt about that point because there 

have been many attempts to explain how that tomb became empty.  

 

There are also statements throughout the New Testament that specifically mention the resurr-

ection.  In fact, the resurrection is specifically mentioned in every N.T. book except the short 

books of Philemon, James, II Peter, II John and Jude.   

 

Furthermore, the entire Christian Church goes to church every Sunday in honor of the resurr-

ection of Jesus Christ, which occurred the first day of the week.  So, just as Dr. Arnold said, this 

resurrection of Jesus Christ is the “best attested fact in human history.” 

 

But today I would like to focus on an intriguing theological statement that is made concerning 

this resurrection.  The statement is made by Paul in I Corinthians 15:17.  The statement is this: 

IF CHRIST HAS NOT BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD, YOUR FAITH IS WORTH-

LESS; YOU ARE STILL IN YOUR SINS. 

 

Now there are some grammatical issues I want to carefully point out to you from I Corinthians 

15:17.  First, we may notice that the pronouns “you” are plural and the noun “sins” is plural.  

However, the resurrection of Jesus Christ is singular.  So we have one singular event, the 

resurrection, and we have plural people and plural sins. 

 

So what we may conclude from this is that the resurrection of one Person can potentially 

take care of the multiple sins of many people.  One resurrection is able to somehow get many 

people out of their multiple sins problem. 

 

Now to get a little more grammatically precise about all of this, we may observe that the verbal 

“you are” is present tense, which means people are in a continual state of being in their sins 

and somehow the resurrection of one Person can affect that condition and change that 

condition. 

 

 



So here is what this clause says.  All people are in a continual state of being in their sins by 

classification of God, and the one resurrection of Jesus Christ is able to change that classification 

in the mind of God.  Now how is that possible?  How can one Person’s death and resurrection 

potentially get all people out from under all their sins? 

 

To understand all of this we are going to need to go to Romans 5.  This is a text that very 

clearly mentions the death of Jesus Christ and the life He has after the resurrection (Rom. 5:10, 

17, 21).  In Romans 5, the Apostle Paul takes us deep into doctrine and explains how this works. 

 

Romans 5:1 begins by giving us a big clue and that is “having been justified by faith, in Jesus 

Christ, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  It is clear from this statement 

that having peace in a relationship with God is by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

We get another clue in Romans 5:8 where Paul says that “God demonstrated His own love 

toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”   

 

Here the noun “sinners” is plural and the pronouns “us” are also plural.  Then in Romans 

5:9 Paul says, “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from 

the wrath of God through Him.”  So again, one singular act of Jesus Christ is able to save sinners 

from all of their sins. 

 

So what we may conclude from this is that God is willing to somehow calculate, impute and 

apply the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ to the account of all sinners.  That one act of 

Jesus Christ can somehow be applied to all sinners so that all of their sins are gone.  So how in 

the world does all of this work?  The answer is found in Romans 5:12-20. 

 

A critical verse that helps us understand this matter is Romans 5:12, the key word of this 

verse is the verb “all sinned.”  The verb “all sinned” is aorist tense.  What this means is there 

was one point of time when God determined in His mind that “all sinned” and in making this 

determination, he gave all who sinned the death penalty.  That one moment of time was when 

Adam sinned. 

 

In other words, when Adam sinned, God made a judicial calculation that all humans sinned in 

Adam and all humans received the death penalty in Adam.  One man blows it and God makes  

a judicial decision that we have all blown it.  We are all sinful and we all are sentenced to die. 

Now to prove the point, Paul gives an illustration from the Old Testament. 

 

In Romans 5:13 Paul says that sin was in the world before the Law was given, but sin was not 

calculated as sin until the Law was given.  In other words, God did not calculate people as guilty 

of committing sin until He specifically revealed what the sin was by the O.T. Law. 

 

However, Paul says in verse 14 that people died from Adam to Moses.  In other words, one by 

one people died even before the Law was given.  Well if God is not calculating sin against 

people until they have the Law that shows they are guilty, why are they dying, since death is a 

penalty for sin?  Paul’s answer is they are dying because God calculated them a sinner in Adam.   



When Adam sinned, God declared that all people are sinners and God gave all people the death 

penalty.  One theologian said, “When Adam sinned he turned the entire world into one vast 

cemetery.” 

 

But notice carefully the end of verse 14; this is a “type of Him who was to come.” 

 

In other words, the fact that God took the sin of one person and made a monumental 

calculation against all people was a type of one other Person who would come and do 

something that would enable God to make another calculation for all people. 

 

Now here it is in verses 15 to 19 and we get the explanation of how one Person’s death and 

resurrection can get all people out of their sins and the penalty for their sins: 

 

Verse 15 is critical because in the mind of God, the free grace gift calculation is an opposite 

calculation of the transgressions death penalty calculation. 

 

Now there are four explanations given as to how this works: 

Explanation #1 - In the mind of God, because of the transgression of one who sinned, all were 

condemned; but now also in the mind of God the free grace gift brings justification over all the 

transgressions.  5:16 

 

Explanation #2 - In the mind of God, death was given to everyone because of one man’s sin; but 

also in the mind of God, righteousness and life will be given to all who receive Jesus Christ.  

5:17 

 

Explanation #3 - In the mind of God, condemnation is because of the transgression of one; but 

also in the mind of God, justification will be through the righteousness of one.  5:18 

 

Explanation #4 - In the mind of God, one man’s disobedience made all men sinners; but also in 

the mind of God, one’s man obedience will cause many people to be made righteous.  5:19 

 

Paul wraps this up by saying the O.T. Law came so that we could see our transgressions; but 

where we see our transgressions we may also see the abounding grace of God.  5:20 

 

It is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ that makes all of this possible.  That is 

exactly Paul’s point in I Corinthians 15:17 when he says if Christ is not raised from the dead, 

you are still in your sins. 

 

Now I am going to make an assumption here about every one of you.  I believe that you who are 

here today do believe that historically it did happen that Jesus Christ did rise from the dead. 

 

Let’s face it; people all over the world are going to churches today because they believe that.  

They truly believe in the historical fact that Jesus Christ really did rise from the dead.  But here  

is the critical question–how do we appropriate that death and resurrection so that God no 

longer calculates us as being dead in our sins?   



What do we have to do in order to have God make the calculation that all of our sins are put on 

Jesus Christ so we are no longer dead in our sins?  What must we do? 

At Christmas time we tend to think of the great change that took place when Jesus Christ came to 

this earth in human flesh.  He humbled himself to become a babe in a manger.  But seldom do 

people think about the great change that happened to Jesus Christ after His resurrection.  His 

physical appearance drastically changed forever.  When we see Christ after His resurrection, we 

see Him highly exalted.  When the Apostle John saw Him he fell down as if he were dead.  

When we see Him in the middle of the lampstands of the seven churches of Revelation, Jesus 

Christ is the One who holds the keys of death and hell in His hands.  This is important because it 

shows us that the One who is able to be our legal advocate and get us out of our sin is Jesus 

Christ. 

 

So what do we have to do to have God mentally calculate Christ’s death and resurrection to our 

account?  If you want God to calculate you as righteous, there are certain things you must 

calculate about yourself: 

 

Calculation #1 - You must see yourself as a sinner, which is your true condition. 

 

Jesus Christ is not on that cross for His sins; He is there for our sins.  You must see this point.  

You must admit this point.  Until a person actually sees himself as a dead sinner before God, that 

resurrection will not ever be applied to your account. 

 

Calculation #2 - You must see Jesus Christ and acknowledge His true person. 

 

Jesus Christ is God.  He is fully God.  He is totally righteous and He is the only one who can 

give us a righteousness that will be acceptable to God the Father.  He is the only Person who can 

cause God the Father to calculate us as righteous, when we know we are not righteous. 

 

Calculation #3 - You must make Christ’s resurrection Personal to you by personally acknowl-

edging to God that you are believing in Jesus Christ. 

 

We must have Jesus Christ in our lives in order to have God classify us as righteous. 

 

There is only One who can save you from your sins.  There is only One who can save you from 

the condemnation of God.  There is only One who can keep you out of hell.  There is only One 

who was raised from the dead.  If you will believe in Him, your sin case is closed forever. 


