
2093 - FELIX BEFORE PAUL & GOD - Acts 24.22-27 
PRELIMS. Paul has been brought before Felix the Roman governor 
on trial for preaching the gospel! The Jews have falsely accused him 
of stirring up a riot. Paul has defended himself and asked that 
evidence be presented. He finished by stating that the real reason 
he was charged was his belief in the resurrection of Christ. it is with 
respect to the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you 
this day [21] In other words, Paul was saying he was apprehended, 
not for a civil wrong, but for a religious belief! And to convict a man 
for his religious beliefs was against Roman law as the State only 
dealt with civil and not religious matters and permitted all religions! 
Life is full of decisions and choices! Every day we make decisions, 
and every day we either benefit or suffer from these decisions. Felix 
here is faced with an important decision – one which affected the 
future history of the world. Though he did not know it, Felix was 
judging a man who was to be the world’s greatest theologian! Felix 
was a very corrupt man - a reputation for avarice as we see in [26] 
Felix had accurate knowledge of the Way [22]. That affected his 
judgment! Felix knew that Xns are strong characters. They were 
growing at a steady rate despite persecution! Felix knew he could 
make some capital out of this case. So, he... 
....made an ‘excuse’ to delay his decision. He put them off saying 
‘When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide your case’ [22]. 
Lysias the tribune never did come to Caesarea! There were 2 
reasons why Felix did not want to make a decision. One he was, 
corrupt, he wanted a bribe [26], and the other he wanted to appease 
the Jews - desiring to do the Jews a favour [27]. The Jews were a 
worry to the Roman authorities because they were riotous - the last 
thing Emperors wanted was to discredit the ‘Pax Romana’! And riots 
was Pontius Pilate’s greatest fear as well and he lost his soul over it! 
Perhapd because of guilt, Felix nevertheless was generous to Paul. 
While he kept him in custody he was to have some liberty, and...none 
of his friends should be prevented from attending to his needs [23]. 
Friends? Yes, Cornelius and his relatives and close friends [10:24] 
and the church at Caesarea [18:22], and Philip and his 4 daughters 



and Luke himself! No doubt they had lovely times! APP Fellowship 
is vital and most important for Xn growth. If a Xn does not have 
regular fellowship with other believers, he will weaken! 
Talking of relationships, Felix had a wife (his 3rd!) Drusilla. She was 
a Jew! She was only 20yrs old, and she must have known about the 
Xn Way and its connection with Judaism! Her father Herod 
Agrippa 1, killed the apostle James and imprisoned Peter [12:2]. 
She was a ravishing beauty and Felix, with the help of a Cypriot 
magician, seduced her away from her rightful husband. Some mss 
say After some days that it was her, not Felix, that arranged for a 
meeting with Paul [24]! Who knows what interest in Xnity she had! 
If that was the case, she was not the first, nor the last wife, to 
influence her husband towards Xnity, or at least cause him to hear it! 
We are all ‘introduced’ to the Xn faith by someone and so we are 
challenged, how many people have you/I introduced to Xnity? 
Whoever initiated the meeting, both Felix and Drusilla heard Paul 
speak about faith in Jesus Christ [24]. It seems it was a private 
meeting. Who first introduced the subject of Xnity? If it was 
Drusilla, did she do it to get more info in order to further persecute 
the Xns, or because she was genuinely interested in the gospel? If it 
was Paul, no doubt the lax moral standards of both Felix and 
Drusilla determined what the subject should be!! Brave of him!  
APP It is here that many Xns fall short, when nobility or a celebrity 
or some important person asks us about our faith, we waffle! We 
might mention the positive aspects of our faith, but not the negative 
elements! Christ spoke about those who were ashamed of him and 
His words! One important point that should be more often 
emphasised, is that Xnity is a reasonable faith and not a stupid 
irrational faith. It can be shown to be logical, sensible, realistic, 
sound, practical, wise and believable! Luke tells us that Paul 
reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming 
judgment [25] with Felix and Drusilla, just as he reasoned in the 
synagogues around the world! Paul would have held nothing back 
from Felix or Drusilla. Paul was not a coward! What needed to be 
said would have been said. Just look at Paul’s topics: 



righteousness – means ‘right living’! Felix, Drusilla, you/me, need 
to know about living the ‘right way’ before God! There is a wrong 
way, and there is a right way to live! God has given us directives in 
His Word, how to live the right way. X is the perfect example!  
However, Paul here may have explained ‘righteousness’ as the 
‘righteousness of Christ’. The kind of  life many people think is 
good enough for heaven, is actually not good enough! God’s 
standard that He requires from us is perfection - because He made us 
perfect In the beginning! As Isaiah says, our righteousness is like a 
polluted garment, filthy rags [Isa 64:6] The whole gospel is that X’s 
life and sacrificial death alone atones for the sins of the world and 
only by faith in Christ are we saved from our sins.  
It is noticeable that in both Hebrew and Greek the word for 
righteousness also includes just or justice. In theology, the word 
justification means ‘accepted as righteous’ in God’s sight. I’m sure 
Paul would have mentioned what he wrote to the Romans that Christ 
was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification 
[Rom 4:25] and that as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, 
so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men 
[Rom 5:18]. We ‘fell in Adam’ and we were ‘saved in Christ’! 
Paul also spoke of self-control! Both Felix and Drusilla were in need 
of self-control – as you/I are too. Discipline is a very essential aspect 
of our faith. If there is no discipline in our lives then the Holy Spirit 
has not conquered sin in our lives! We are told to present yourselves 
to God as those who have been brought from death to life...For sin 
will have no dominion over you [Rom 6:14] That does not mean we 
never sin again, but it does mean that the whole ‘direction’ of our 
lives are away from a ‘sin-mastered’ life. Paul:- I discipline my body 
and keep it under control [1Cor 9:25] One of our great aims in life is 
to present your members as slaves to righteousness [Rom 6:19] 
And thirdly, Paul spoke also of the coming judgment! A future 
judgment – by God! APP We hear so little today, even in churches, 
about the Judgment Day.  Paul did not hesitate to mention it to a 
judge! Paul ‘zoned-in’ on all opportunities! APP There is perhaps 
nothing more calculated to bring us to repentance than the idea of a 



final day of judgment! That is why Scripture reminds us of it – it 
ought to enable us to admit our sin and come clean and confess to 
God the totality of all our errors, sins and wickedness! 
The biggest reason why God has revealed to us the coming 
judgment, is because there is mercy, full and free in Jesus! Of all 
that God wants us to know and enjoy, is that there is mercy and 
pardon for every single person who confesses his sin. God, more 
than anyone, desires our happiness. He created us for it! 
Felix was alarmed ![25] at what Paul had said. And he made a big 
decision! Yes, a very big decision. Many people do not think, when 
they delay making a decision, they are actually making a very 
important decision! Felix said Go away for the present. When I get 
an opportunity I will summon you [25] You know, Felix did get 
many more opportunities he sent for him often and conversed with 
himFelix  [26] but he was hoping for a bribe! That day was the best 
opportunity (when one is hearing, believing, realising, as Felix then) 
and when the Holy Spirit is working on His conscience/heart!  
The Bible tells us that it is hard for the rich and powerful to enter the 
kingdom of heaven! Rich Young Ruler! So here. The excuse Felix 
made was that he was ‘too busy’, and no doubt he was a busy man. 
But the real reason was that he loved his sins too much and was not 
prepared to give them up. It’s the same still! Many people are 
unprepared to give up their sinful way of life! Felix was not just 
before Paul – he was before God! 
Procrastination - delaying making a decision, is one of Satan’s 
subtlest reasons why we should not decide for Christ! Folly! 
Felix left Paul in prison [27c]. For some time now, the future was so 
uncertain for Paul! It was even more uncertain now with this delay. 
He must have been frustrated with the time delay! He did no know 
how long it would be before he could go out and preach the gospel 
again. God always tests true faith! Paul, no doubt, could say with 
Samuel Rutherford in Aberdeen prison in 1637, ‘How sad a 
prisoner should I be if I knew not that my Lord Jesus had the keys of 
the prison himself’!! Rutherford and Paul could ‘leave’ the future in 
God’s hands, knowing His will was best! 


