
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 4-13-14 AM NOTES 
“THE CROSS FROM THREE PERSPECTIVES” (PART 2) 

VARIOUS SCRIPTURES 
 
Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
 
Luke 23:46 (NKJV) “And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, ‘Father, 'into Your hands I commit My spirit.' 
Having said this, He breathed His last.” 
 
I.       The Word of Torment 
 

Matthew 27:45-46 (NKJV) “45 Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land. 46 And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, My God, why 
have You forsaken Me?’’” 
 
Luke 2:9b (NKJV) “…the glory of the Lord shone around them…”  
 
Well might the sun in darkness hide, 
And shut His glories in, 
When Christ the mighty Maker died 
For man, the creature’s sin. 
                                       Isaac Watts (1707) 
 
The ultimate wrath of God is abandonment by God. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness 
of God in Him.” 
 
Isaiah 53:4-5 (NKJV) “4 Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by 
God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for 
our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.” 
 
Isaiah 53:10a (NKJV) “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief.” 
 
Romans 8:3 (HCSB) “What the law could not do since it was limited by the flesh, God did. He condemned sin in the flesh 
by sending His own Son in flesh like ours under sin’s domain, and as a sin offering.” 
 
Galatians 3:13 (NKJV) “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, 
‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’).” 
 
Romans 6:23a (NKJV) “For the wages of sin is death…”   
 
“Jesus, being infinite, suffered in a finite period of time what you and I, being finite, would suffer in an infinite period of 
time.”                                                                                                                                                               —Adrian Rogers 
 
Revelation 13:8b (NKJV) “…the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 
 
“Christ did not die to make the Father loving, for He loved us from the foundation of the world. The will of the Father and 
the will of the Son coincided in the perfect self-sacrifice of love. If the Father turned away from the Son at the cross, it was 
because they agreed it must be so to purchase our redemption. It was a horrid necessity.”                            —Erwin Lutzer 

 
 
 



II.      The Word of Triumph  
 

John 19:30 (NKJV) “So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’ And bowing His head, He gave 
up His spirit.” 
 
This was not a word of resignation; it was a word of triumph. 
 
Tetelestai—To bring to an end, to complete, to accomplish 
 
Hebrews 10:4 (NKJV) “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.” 
 
“He took my bankruptcy and covered it with His solvency.”                                                                         —Warren Weirsbe 
 
Hebrews 9:26b (NKJV) “…but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself.” 
 
Hebrews 1:3b (NKJV) “…when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.” 
 
Matthew 27:51 (NKJV) “Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and 
the rocks were split.” 
 
Hebrews 10:19 (NKJV) “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus.” 
 
Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need.” 
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   In the first message in this two part series, we looked at the cross from God’s perspective and then from 

the Christian’s perspective. From God’s perspective Christ died for the sinner, the sinner died with Christ 

(Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 

me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

Himself for me.”), and God was satisfied. From the Christian’s perspective, the cross is the key to our 

victory, the focus of our message, and the object of our boasting. In this message, we are going to see the 

cross from Christ’s perspective. All three perspectives are necessary to get a full view of the cross.  



   I believe that the best way to see the cross from Christ’s perspective is to look at His last words as He 

hung on the cross before what we read in Luke 23:46 (NKJV) “And when Jesus had cried out with a 

loud voice, “He said, ‘Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.' Having said this, He breathed His 

last.” I think that one of the most moving services that we have experienced in my years here was the last 

Sunday night before Easter Sunday last year. It was called “A Tenebrae [Latin for “darkness”] Service”. It 

involved some deeply contemplative songs about Jesus’ suffering. Interspersed with the songs, I did a 5 

minute summary of the seven last things that Jesus said while He hung on the cross. After looking at the 

last thing He said (“Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.”), I said this: “Jesus Christ is now dead. 

He has paid the price for our redemption. The atonement is made. The prophesies are fulfilled. His body 

is buried in a borrowed tomb. Is that all there is? Is that the end of the story? It’s Friday, but Sunday is 

coming.” We sang a final song; the lights were turned out, and we left in darkness. Wow, that was moving 

and what a celebration we had on Easter Sunday when we looked at the resurrection! Today’s message is 

not going to be that dramatic, but I want us to examine two things that Jesus said while on the cross. I 

believe that these two of the last words of Christ before His death best summarize the cross from Christ’s 

perspective.  

 

I.       The Word of Torment 

   Matthew 27:45-46 (NKJV) “
45 

Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over 

all the land. 
46 

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama 

sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’" What is being described in this 

passage is what happened when God’s inflexible holiness collided with His boundless mercy and love. In 

this word from the cross, we see sin in all its horror and grace with all its wonder. The Jewish 

measurement of the day began at 6:00 AM. At noon, darkness encompassed the land. When Jesus was 

born, the skies lit up with a supernatural light (Luke 2:9b (NKJV) “…the glory of the Lord shone around 

them…”). When Jesus died, there was no light; there was only darkness. Spurgeon said, “It was midnight 

at midday”. It is not unheard of that darkness comes at noon. Pompey grew dark in AD 79 when Vesuvius 

erupted. An eclipse can cause darkness. But there were no volcanoes in Israel and this was the Passover 

which was a full moon. An eclipse cannot take place at the time of the month when the moon is full. This 

was a supernatural darkness sent by God. Darkness often pictures judgment (Isaiah 13:10-11) and sin was 

being judged as Jesus died. Isaac Watts penned these words in 1707: 

Well might the sun in darkness hide, 

And shut His glories in, 

When Christ the mighty Maker died 

For man, the creature’s sin. 

   Allow me to set the scene. During the first three hours Jesus hung on the cross (9:00 AM – Noon) the 

scene around the cross was more like a carnival atmosphere. People were milling around; the soldiers 

were gambling for Jesus’ clothes. Historical accounts tell us that normally men on the cross shrieked and 

cursed. There was the cruel taunting of the religious leaders and the thief on the cross next to Jesus. Only 

those close to the cross would have heard the first three things Jesus said. At noon, everything changed. A 

thick darkness blankets them and there was likely a stunned silence. For three hours this darkness 

continues. No doubt some nagging doubts started coming in about Jesus. “Could He be who He said He 

was?” Then out of the darkness a loud voice cries out in Aramaic (the everyday language) from the 

middle cross, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken me?” Some say that Jesus was looking back 

and quoting Psalm 22:1 but that’s not exactly accurate. Actually David the Psalmist was looking forward 

quoting Jesus on the cross! Psalm 22 is a perfect depiction of the cross even though it was written about 

700 years before crucifixion was invented as a form of capital punishment. What was the meaning of this 

tragic message from the cross? Let’s establish from the beginning that we are never going to be able to 

fully understand this message from the cross. It is recorded that Martin Luther the theologian and leader 

of the protestant reformation sat for hours upon hours without food or rest meditating on this word from 

the cross. When he finally spoke, he said, “God forsaken of God! Who can understand that?” While we 



can never fully comprehend it, I believe we can understand it enough to begin to marvel over the price 

Jesus paid for our salvation.  

   Arthur Pink makes an interesting contrast between Gethsemane and the cross. In the Garden of 

Gethsemane, Jesus has a Father who strengthened Him; on the cross, He has a God who turns away from 

Him. Only here does Jesus address the Father as God. This change signified the breaking of fellowship 

between the Father and the Son. Let’s make sure we understand as much as is humanly possible what is 

happening when Jesus cries out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” The word “forsaken” 

means to abandon. What was happening here? Listen carefully and let this sink in. The Father was 

pouring out His wrath and punishment on His only begotten Son as if He had committed every evil 

wicked deed done by every sinner who would ever believe. The ultimate wrath of God is abandonment 

by God [repeat]. What was happening is best described by the following verses. 2 Corinthians 5:21 

(NKJV) “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of 

God in Him.” This was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophesy some 700 years before, Isaiah 53:4-5 (NKJV) 

“
4 

Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, 

and afflicted. 
5 

But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the 

chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.” It was the fulfillment of 

Isaiah 53:10a (NKJV) “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief…” It was the 

fulfillment of Romans 8:3 (HCSB) “What the law could not do since it was limited by the flesh, God did. 

He condemned sin in the flesh by sending His own Son in flesh like ours under sin’s domain, and as a sin 

offering”. It was the accomplishing of Galatians 3:13 (NKJV) “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of 

the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’)”. This 

was what was referred to in 1 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the 

unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit”. It was 

at this point when Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” that our sins were 

imputed to Him – He became sin and the wages of sin were now required from Him. Romans 6:23a 

(NKJV) “For the wages of sin is death…” The word “death” primarily means separation. The wages of 

sin is that we are separated from God. If Jesus took our sin, He had to be separated from the Father. Do 

not lightly skip over this. We need to linger here and let it sink in. He was abandoned – forsaken by the 

Father for our sin. He experienced the wrath of the Father, the wages of sin for our sin. He was abandoned 

to outer darkness that we who deserved outer darkness might walk in the light. Some may have 

minimized the separation Jesus suffered by saying, “Yes, it was awful but He only had to bear the 

separation for a short time. That’s not as bad as eternal separation.” Nothing could be farther from the 

truth. “Jesus, being infinite, suffered in a finite period of time what you and I, being finite, would suffer in 

an infinite period of time” [Adrian Rogers, “The Passion of Christ and the Purpose of Life” Page 89]. 

From eternity past, the unity, oneness in essence and love between the Godhead (the Trinity) is beyond 

comprehension. The breaking of that fellowship and the abandonment for even a moment of the Son by 

the Father would be of greater consequence than the separation for eternity of every lost person who 

would ever believe. I know that is deep, but it is so important. The Father had to forsake the Son to atone 

for our sin. Anything less would not have satisfied His holiness and justice. In order for God to pour out 

His mercy and love on lost sinners, His justice must be satisfied by the pouring out of His wrath on sin on 

His only begotten Son.  

   Let me stop for a minute to deal with a real misconception that is rampant concerning God’s wrath that 

we deserved being poured out on His Son. Because we speak of God the Son offering a sacrifice for sin to 

God the Father, some misinterpret this as saying that a benevolent Son is persuading a reluctant Father to 

rescue, to save sinners. The whole plan involving Christ crucified for sinners originated with a loving God 

who planned the way of salvation even before He created man and thus before sin ever came about as s 

recorded in Genesis 3. It was even before He created the world.  Revelation 13:8b (NKJV) “…the Lamb 

slain from the foundation of the world.” Erwin Lutzer gives a great summary. “Christ did not die to make 

the Father loving, for He loved us from the foundation of the world. The will of the Father and the will of 

the Son coincided in the perfect self-sacrifice of love. If the Father turned away from the Son at the cross, 



it was because they agreed it must be so to purchase our redemption. It was a horrid necessity.” [Erwin 

Lutzer, Cries from the Cross, page 89]. The Father didn’t force the Son to do something He was not 

willing to do and the Son did not have to convince that Father to do something that He preferred not to do. 

There was perfect unity of the Godhead going into the cross. Jesus cry from the cross was not a cry of 

distrust; it was a cry of distress.  

   Notice that only silence greets Jesus’ agonizing question. For a finite period of time God the Son was 

truly abandoned by Father. The Father did not answer because He turned away from His only begotten 

Son who bore our sins. This is the horror of Hell – darkness, loneliness and abandonment by God. Jesus 

was abandoned to darkness that we might walk in the light. Jesus was forsaken by the Father that we 

might be accepted by the Father in Christ (Ephesians 1:6). That is the perspective of the cross of Jesus.  

 

II.      The Word of Triumph 

   John 19:30 (NKJV) “So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’ And bowing 

His head, He gave up His spirit.” In my opinion, this is the most joy inducing thing Jesus said from the 

cross. This was not a word of resignation; it was a word of triumph. So many think Jesus was simply 

saying that the ordeal of His suffering on the cross was over and now physical death is coming. If that’s 

what you think this means, you couldn’t be more wrong! The key to understanding this message from the 

cross is the Greek word that is translated, “it is finished”. It is the one Greek word, “Tetelestai” and it 

means “to bring to an end, to complete, to accomplish.” It signifies a successful end to a particular course 

of action. To summarize, it means that you have finished what you set out to do. Someone said, “This one 

word [tetelestai] changes all things for all men for all time.” I don’t think that’s an overstatement. I 

believe that this one Greek word summarizes the gospel. It is finished, completed, accomplished. This one 

word is the fulfillment of all the sacrifices of the old covenant. Hebrews 10:4 (NKJV) “For it is not 

possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.” What the sacrificial system pictured and 

prefigured, He accomplished on the cross. In this one word, Satan’s doom was sealed. In this one word, 

full atonement was made; in this one word, the ransom for sin was paid; in this one word, the wages of sin 

were received for all who would believe. All that remained was for Christ to die so He might be raised 

from the dead.  

   I was reading sometime back about an eccentric English evangelist of a generation ago named Ebenezer 

Wooten. He held tent meetings from town to town. After one meeting the last service was completed and 

the evangelist was busy taking down the tent after the crowds were leaving. A young man approached the 

evangelist and rather casually asked, “Mr. Wooten, what must I do to be saved?” The evangelist in a 

matter of fact voice said, “Too late my friend, too late”! The young man was startled and said, “Oh don’t 

say that, Mr. Wooten! Surely it isn’t too late just because the meetings are over.” The evangelist said,” 

Yes, my friend, it’s too late. You want to know what you must DO to be saved, and I tell you that you are 

hundreds of years too late. The work of salvation is done, completed, and finished. It was finished on the 

cross … What more do you want?” I might have looked for a better way to communicate that but he is 

correct. Do you see what an insult it is to Jesus and to His shed blood to ever think that we could do 

anything to gain salvation? Those who add human merit to the way of salvation have minimized Christ’s 

sacrifice and suffering. They have devalued His blood. They would replace this word from the cross with, 

“It is partially finished, but it waits for you to do your part before it is completely finished”. What an 

insult to Christ and His work on the cross. I love the way Warren Weirsbe put it: “He took my bankruptcy 

and covered it with His solvency.” He didn’t just make a down payment and then expect me to keep up 

the installments. Hebrews 9:26b (NKJV) “…but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put 

away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” In the tabernacle and later the temple, the priests were not allowed 

to sit down because the sacrifices were never finished. When we see our resurrected Christ ascended into 

Heaven, what is He doing” Hebrews 1:3b (NKJV) “…when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty on high”. He sat down because “It is finished”. 

   In Biblical times when the price of a purchase was paid and no debt was left outstanding, the bill of sale 

had this written on it, “Tetelestai”.  It meant “paid in full”. That’s what Jesus said from the pulpit of the 



cross – “paid in full”. Some time those of you who have received Christ, try this little exercise for a glory 

spell. Write out as many of your sins as you can remember (abortion, sexual immorality, lie, gossip, 

growing cold in your love relationship with the Lord, hatefulness, lack of compassion, critical spirit, 

outburst of anger), and then beside each one write, “tetelestai - paid in full”. There is nothing you can do 

to add to that.  

   Let me add a short footnote. God the Father did something to give a visible confirmation that the 

payment had been accepted. When Jesus cried out, “tetelestai”, listen to what the Father did. Matthew 

27:51 (NKJV) “Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth 

quaked, and the rocks were split”. What did the tearing of the veil in the temple communicate? This was 

the veil that hung between the holy place and the holy of holies where the manifest presence of God dwelt 

where only the High Priest could go once a year on the Day of Atonement. Now because the sin debt was 

paid, all those in Christ have access to God’s presence. In fact He invites us to come. Hebrews 10:19 

(NKJV) “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus”. Hebrews 4:16 

tells us what we do when we go there. Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne 

of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” This privilege is ours because 

“It is finished”! 

CONCLUSION 

   Ultimately, the cross was for God. Because Jesus took the abandonment of God for us and because 

He paid in full, the sin debt, the Father is now free to lavish those who repent and savingly believe on 

Christ with forgiveness, Christ’s righteousness, and acceptance. We are the beneficiaries of that 

sacrifice. What are you trusting in for salvation? It is is anything other than Christ and His finished 

work, you are lost. Come today trusting the one who suffered hell for you and who paid in full your 

sin debt. 


