
“YOUR KING IS COMING TO YOU”

I. Introduction

A. If you have ever attended a rally for a politician whom you 
fervently supported, then you might have a small sense of how the 
Jewish people would have felt as they welcomed Jesus into 
Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday.

1. I say “a small sense” because what took place that day was 
far more momentous than any political rally held today.

2. These people were not hailing an elected official but a king, 
and a king unlike any other.

3. As one commentator notes, “Even in our days, when the 
idea of kingship means so much less, there is something 
stirring about the pageantry of royalty.  In those days the 
thought that Jesus of Nazareth might be the new King of the 
Jews, ‘great David’s greater Son’, must have been 
electrifying.  That, at any rate, was how his message had 
come across to most people.” [Wilcock, 170]

4. The atmosphere in Jerusalem that day was euphoric.

5. As Luke tells us in verse 11 of this chapter, the people of 
Israel were intoxicated with the idea of the immediate 
arrival of the kingdom of God.  

B. Of course, we now know that their hopes were soon dashed.

1. They hailed Jesus as King when he entered Jerusalem that 
Sunday, but he was put to death on a cross the following 
Friday.

2. He was clearly not the kind of king that the people were 
looking for, but he is the King whose coming was foretold in 
the Old Testament.
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3. Jesus’ kingdom did not come in the form that those gathered 
in Jerusalem that day were expecting, but it has come.

4. As we study this passage today, we will consider what it 
teaches us about the nature of Jesus’ kingship and how we 
should respond to it.

II. The Arrival of the King

A. At this point in his public ministry, things were becoming more and 
more dangerous for Jesus.

1. While the people were extremely excited about him, this 
caused the religious leaders to see him as a serious threat.

2. They were plotting his death and looking for an opportunity 
to seize him.

3. This makes Jesus’ decision to enter Jerusalem in the manner 
that he did remarkably bold.

4. By choosing to ride into Jerusalem when multitudes of 
pilgrims were in the city to celebrate Passover, he ensured 
that Israel’s leaders would take swift action against him.

5. And this was exactly what Jesus intended.

6. He knew that his hour had come, and he knew that by 
publicly declaring himself in this way he would provoke the 
religious leaders to action.

7. When Jesus rode in to Jerusalem that day, he was riding to 
his death. 

8. This was the point of no return.

B. Luke tells us that as Jesus approached the city he gave two of his 
disciples some rather peculiar instructions.
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1. They were to go to a nearby village and commandeer a 
donkey colt that they would find tied up there.

2. Jesus even told them what to say when its owners asked 
what they were doing.

3. And when the disciples carried out his instructions, they 
found everything to be exactly as he told them it would be.

4. Not only did this demonstrate that Jesus was a prophet, but 
it also showed his total control over the situation.

5. He knew where the colt would be.  

6. He knew the question the disciples would be asked when 
they went to take it.  

7. He even knew the answer they would need to provide in 
order to be allowed to take it.  

C. Jesus chose to enter Jerusalem in this particular manner for a 
reason.

1. He was intentionally fulfilling the Messianic prophecy found 
in Zechariah 9:9, where it says, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter 
of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your 
king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.”

2. This promise was given to the people of Israel after they had 
returned from exile, at a time when they were facing 
opposition from their enemies once again.  

3. God was telling his people that his purposes for them would 
finally triumph and that his kingdom would be established 
forever over all the earth.  

4. By riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, Jesus was consciously 
orchestrating the fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy.  
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5. He wanted to be noticed.  

6. He wanted to call attention to himself.  

7. He was openly declaring his identity as Israel’s Messiah, the 
great king from David’s line who would come to deliver his 
people from their enemies.

D. What do you think the people had in mind when they hailed Jesus 
as he rode into the city in this way?

1. They knew about the miracles Jesus had been performing.

2. They surely would have heard about how he had recently 
raised Lazarus from the dead in nearby Bethany.

3. Such mighty works would have caused the Jews to think 
back to the days of the exodus, the days when God stretched 
out his hand and delivered Israel from their oppressors.

4. Imagine the people’s excitement as they thought that the day 
had finally come when God was going to display his power 
in such a way again.

5. Not even the Romans would be able to contend with a king 
who could raise the dead.

E. Jesus is indeed the king who was promised in Zechariah’s 
prophecy, but he did not come to bring deliverance in the way that 
the Jews of his day were expecting.

1. They were thinking of deliverance in political categories, but 
Jesus came to bring a much greater deliverance.

2. The oppression that first century Jews experienced at the 
hands of the Romans was real, but it was only a symptom of 
a much greater problem, the problem that is at the root of all 
of the suffering that we experience in this world.
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3. Jesus came to deal with the root problem of sin.

4. This is why our Shorter Catechism tells us that Jesus 
executes his office as king by first subduing us to himself.

5. He delivers us from Satan’s dominion and transfers us into 
his kingdom.

6. And once he has done that, he rules and defends us and 
restrains and conquers all his and our enemies. [WSC 26] 

7. This is the kind of king we need, a king who will not only 
deliver us from our external problems but who will also save 
us from the deadly grip that sin has on our own hearts.

F. This was the kind of king that God had promised Israel in the Old 
Testament.

1. He promised an offspring of the woman who would crush 
the serpent’s head.

2. This is why the angel told Joseph that the one born of Mary 
“will save his people from their sins.” (Mt. 1:21)

3. God promised to send a Son of David who would build a 
house for God’s name and receive an eternal kingdom as his 
reward.

4. This is why Gabriel told Mary at the beginning of Luke’s 
Gospel, the child born of her “will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High.  And the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” (1:32-33)

III. The Worship of the King 

A. As Jesus rode into Jerusalem, the people understood what he was 
declaring about himself.
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1. They spread their cloaks on the road for him.

2. The other Gospels tells us that they also cut palm branches 
and waved them and placed them on the ground before him.

3. This was the equivalent of what we refer to as ‘rolling out 
the red carpet’ for someone.

4. The Jews were giving Jesus a royal welcome.

B. They also greeted him by singing from Psalm 118, the last of the 
group of psalms known as the Hallel, which celebrated Israel’s 
deliverance from Egypt.

1. The people sang, “Blessed is the King who comes in the 
name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest!”

2. The irony of those words becomes clear in verse 42, where 
Jesus says that Jerusalem did not know “the things that 
make for peace.”

3. They sang of peace, but they did not know what they were 
singing about.

4. As the crowd hailed Jesus with those words from Psalm 118, 
it seems likely that he would have been thinking of what is 
said just a few verses earlier in the same Psalm:  “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.” (vv. 
22)

C. Upon hearing what the people were saying, the Pharisees wanted 
Jesus to rebuke his disciples.

1. They regarded this as nothing short of blasphemy.

2. Yet Jesus refused to silence them.

3. After all, he really is the king that was promised to these 
people.
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4. They were right to praise him as they did.  

5. They were right to call upon him as the Lord’s instrument of 
salvation, for that is what he is.  

6. They did not understand how he was going to fulfill 
Zechariah’s prophecy, but he accepted their praises anyway. 

D. Jesus responded to the Pharisees by saying, “I tell you, if these were 
silent, the very stones would cry out.”

1. There was no downplaying the significance of what was 
taking place at that moment.

2. The covenant mediator was about to finish the work for 
which he had been sent into the world, and it was fitting that 
he be honored for who he really is.

3. He is entitled to the praise and adoration of the entire 
created order, and his words to the Pharisees tell us that he 
will eventually receive the worship that he deserves.

4. At present people resist him and ignore him, but a day is 
coming when every knee will bow before him and every 
tongue will confess that he is Lord.

E. The fact that Jesus accepted the praises of his disciples at the 
Triumphal Entry should be a great encouragement to us.

1. There was so much about their thinking at that particular 
moment that was wrong.

2. They were blissfully unaware of what was about to happen 
to Jesus.

3. Even the twelve would end up abandoning him at the 
moment of his arrest.
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4. Christ was worthy of so much more than the ignorant and  
misguided praises that were offered to him on that day. 

5. He is worthy of so much more than the infrequent and 
imperfect and half-hearted worship that we offer to him in 
our day.

6. Yet just as he accepted the praises of his disciples then, he 
also accepts the praises that we bring when they are offered 
in faith.

IV. The Tears of the King

A. In the last part of our passage, Luke tells us that as Jesus entered 
the city in which the people expected him to mount his throne, he 
foresaw its impending destruction and wept over it.

1. Take note of the striking juxtaposition that Luke sets up here.

2. Everyone else is delirious with joy, but Jesus is overwhelmed 
by sorrow.

3. Just as it will be in Gethsemane, he is alone in his sorrow.

4. There is no shoulder for him to lean upon, no one to help 
him bear this heavy burden.

5. What comfort this should bring to us whenever we feel 
isolated and alone.

6. Christ experienced loneliness to a degree that we will never 
experience it.

7. We have a Savior who can truly sympathize with us.

B. As Jesus looks upon the holy city, he sheds tears over what is about 
to befall her.
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1. The future that he envisions for Jerusalem is the exact 
opposite of the future that the people were dreaming about 
as they welcomed him into the city that day.

2. They pictured the renewed Jerusalem that was foretold by 
the prophets.

3. But Jesus pictured a pile of rubble.

4. He knew that within a generation, the city and its temple 
would be laid waste by the Romans. 

5. His tears show us the love that he has for the visible church, 
for that is what the nation of Israel was under the old 
covenant.

6. Yet it would not be long until Israel would be no different 
than any other nation. 

7. Her national status as God’s covenant people was coming to 
an end.

8. As Jesus said at the end of his parable of the vineyard, “the 
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people producing its fruits.” (Matthew 21:43)

C. Jesus says that judgment is about to befall Jerusalem because she 
did not know the things that make for peace.

1. In other words, they didn’t know Jesus.

2. He himself is our peace.

3. Jesus entered into Jerusalem on a donkey, not a war horse.

4. He came announcing peace between man and God, the 
peace that he was about to secure by his own blood.

5. But by rejecting that peace, the only thing that remained for 
Jerusalem was judgment.
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6. This is a sobering reminder that those who will not have 
Jesus as Savior will one day have him as judge.

D. Jesus’ kingdom has come into the world, but at present it is made 
manifest as what our Shorter Catechism calls the kingdom of grace. 
(WSC 102)

1. Only at Christ’s second coming will his kingdom be seen as 
the kingdom of glory.

2. For now, he sends his church into the world as an embassy 
of peace. 

3. But the judgment that befell Jerusalem in A.D. 70 was a 
foreshadowing of the day when Jesus will come as a 
conquering king, riding a war horse.  

4. We are given a description of that day in Revelation 19, 
where the apostle John writes this:  “Then I saw heaven 
opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and 
makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head 
are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one 
knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, 
and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And 
the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, 
were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes 
a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he 
will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress 
of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe 
and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and 
Lord of lords.” (Revelation 19:11–16)

5. There is no inconsistency between that vision and Jesus’ 
peaceful entry into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday.

6. Both the first and the second coming of Christ our King 
underscore the same truth.
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7. They tell us that God hates sin.

8. Jesus came the first time in order to provide a way for our 
sins to be forgiven.

9. But if we reject the forgiveness that is offered in the gospel 
the only thing that remains is judgment.

10. “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does 
not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
remains on him.” (John 3:36)

V. Conclusion

A. Jesus really is the King and judge of all the earth.

B. He has all dominion.

C. And he has already come.

D. But at present he comes to us humbly -- born in a cattle-stall, raised 
by a carpenter, riding a donkey, dying on a cross, building his 
kingdom through something as unimpressive as the mere 
proclamation of a message.   

E. Let us rejoice that our King has come to us in such a way:  
righteous and having salvation.

F. Let us marvel at the fact that since we have been justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

G. And as we consider the nature of Christ’s coming at the end of this 
age, let us be all the more zealous to tell our non-Christian 
neighbors about the things that make for peace. 


