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Message #36                                                                                                            Exodus 19:9-17 

 

There is no question as we have been going through this book of Exodus that God has been 

doing some amazing things for His nation Israel.  He sent Moses to Egypt to get her.  He 

performed plagues that ultimately caused the Egyptians to let her go.  He parted the Red Sea and 

destroyed the nation who was chasing her.  He provided water for her; He provided food for her 

and He was directing her to take her to a land He had promised Abraham clear back in the book 

of Genesis.  All of these things happened in a rapid fire.  In fact, by the time Israel gets to the 

wilderness of Sinai, they have only been on the move for three months (19:1).   

 

Now let’s keep the context in mind.  The people of Israel verbally promised that they would do 

everything the Lord had told them to do (Ex. 19:8a).  They did not realize their own condition. 

Moses had gone back and told that to God (Ex. 19:8b).  Frankly, the people are delusional, but 

God is not.  He is a God of truth.  There is no way that these people were ever going to measure 

up to the righteousness of God and just the initial   presence   of God should have taught 

them that. 

 

God made a decision that it was time for Israel to meet Him as Jehovah– the covenant God of 

Israel.  Now it does not matter what the dispensation, when it is time to meet God, it is not a light 

matter.   

 

THOSE WHO WILL EXPERIENCE THE ACTUAL   PRESENCE   OF GOD MUST 

REVERENTLY PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR THIS SACRED EVENT BY MEETING 

THE PREPARATORY DEMANDS OF GOD. 

 

In verse 9, Moses learned that God was going to make a special Personal appearance to Moses in 

order to speak with him, but He would let the people hear it.  God decided that he would audibly 

let the people of Israel hear him speak.  He came in a thick cloud.  The Law will never give 

intimate fellowship with God. 

 

Israel had a man in their presence who actually did receive messages directly from God, and all 

she did was to murmur and complain about this man all the time.  So God decided that He would 

make a personal appearance specifically to Moses and let the people of Israel listen in to His 

conversation.   

 

OBSERVATION #1 – God demands Israel   prepare   to meet Him.  19:10-13 

 

There were two specific ways that God demanded that Israel prepare to meet Him.  He would not 

meet with these people in the state they were in; His presence demanded preparation.  Before we 

tackle this, we may observe that there needed to be two days of preparation.  What this means 

specifically is that this was not some light, fluffy, off the cuff moment.  You could not one  

minute be setting in your tent doing worldly stuff and the next minute expect to have God’s 

presence revealed to you.  There needed to be careful thought and careful preparation. 
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There are some people who get all caught up with worldly news and secular things and then 

expect to duck into church and experience the great presence and power of God.  That will never 

happen. 

 

God’s presence demands careful heart preparation.  Now all of this preparation is in a context of 

receiving the written Word of God.  In fact, this is the context that is a prelude to the famous 10 

commandments and other laws and ordinances.  So this preparation is necessary for God’s 

people to receive God’s presence and God’s Word. 

 

Preparation Way #1 - Those with whom God will meet must have   clean   clothing.  

                                        19:10-11 

 

In order for God to even appear to someone, the clothing must be washed clean.  In verse 10, 

God told Moses to go to the people and “consecrate” them, which means to have them set 

themselves apart as people who are holy and acceptable to God. 

 

In order to set themselves apart, they needed to wash their clothes because God’s presence will 

not exist with those who are covered with the dirt and filth of this world.  God will never meet, at 

any time, with anything dirty or filthy.  He will never make His presence known to those who are 

not clean. 

 

Now the Apostle Paul made a specific N.T. application of this very point for believers in the 

Grace Age.  He said in II Corinthians 7:1–“let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh 

and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 

 

So in order for us to experience the fullness of a relationship with God, we must be clean.  We 

must cleanse ourselves to see that there has been no flesh defilement.  In Galatians he lists a 

series of things that are flesh defiling things: immorality; impurity; sensuality; idolatry; sorcery; 

enmities; strife; jealousy; outbursts of anger; disputes; dissensions; factions; envying; 

drunkenness; carousing.   

 

Now God’s powerful presence will never be realized by those who are involved in these kinds of 

dirty things.   

 

Preparation Way #2 - Those with whom God will meet recognize there are certain    

                                           boundaries   between God and man.  19:12-13 

 

There is a majestic holiness separation gap between the Holy God and sinful, finite man. 

There has been and there will always be.  This is true for Israel and the Church.   

 

Here were the stipulations for Israel at Mt. Sinai: 
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(Stipulation #1) - Moses was to set   boundaries   for all the people.  19:12a 

 

Now the boundaries that were to be set are boundaries that God establishes for His people.  In 

other words, Moses was not to make up a bunch of his own boundaries, but those specified by 

God.  Now there are legitimate perimeters that need to be established in order for His people to 

get as close to God as God would permit.  Those boundaries needed to be clearly spelled out.   

 

This is a very important point to realize.  The responsibility of God’s leader is to accurately 

establish and communicate the precise boundaries God wants established so people can get as 

close to God as they can.   

 

The responsibility of the leader is not to establish his own private conviction boundaries; nor 

some denominational boundaries; or some man made religious boundaries.  His job was to 

clearly communicate boundaries God wanted established.   

 

(Stipulation #2) - Moses was to inform the people they were not to go   on   the mountain.   

                                  19:12b 

 

When God’s presence was on that mountain, no one had better go up on that mountain.  God’s 

presence was electrifying.  You did not just decide to walk up the mountain into the Presence of 

Almighty, Holy God.   

 

(Stipulation #3) - Moses was to inform the people they were not to   touch   the mountain.   

                                 19:12c 

 

Any who even touched the mountain would be put to death.  Just touching this mountain could 

be lethal.  These stipulations come from God. 

 

(Stipulation #4) - Moses was to inform people that touching God meant instant   death  .  19:13 

 

One would either be shot or stoned.  Whether it was a man or an animal, if anyone touched any 

thing connected to God, it was to be immediately executed.  Breaking the Law of God could and 

would get you killed.  The O.T. Law is the ministration of death. 

 

It is clear that under the O.T. Law one must keep his proper distance from a relationship with 

God.  But this is no longer true under grace.  We now can draw near to God (Heb. 10:22) with a 

confidence that Jesus Christ gives us the necessary righteousness to go into God’s presence. 

 

Victor Hamilton made an interesting observation about believers today.  He said there are two 

extreme groups when it comes to today’s worship (Exodus, p. 308): 

 

 

 

 



                      Pg. 213 

 

Group #1 - The Sinai-aholic group. 

 

This group is the group that wants a religion that is dedicated to legal law that features a lot of 

loud, overwhelming pomp and structure. 

 

Group #2 - The Sinai-phobic group. 

 

This group doesn’t like any formality.  They want a worship that is loose and non-orderly. 

 

Both types of worship are wrong.  God wants decent, orderly, reverent worship. 

 

OBSERVATION #2 – Moses went down the mountain and   consecrated   the people.   

                                          19:14-15 

 

Now Moses went back down the mountain to consecrate the people and apparently part of the 

consecration process meant that not only were the clothes clean, but for a couple of days people 

refrain from sexual activity.  So stipulation #1 was do not touch the mountain because that will 

get you   killed   and stipulation #2 stay clear of sexual activity because that will make you  

  unclean  . 

 

By the way, it is assumed in verse 15 that the sexual activity was between a man and a woman.  

In fact, homosexual activity would receive the death penalty (Lev. 18:22, 29).  So under the Law, 

sexual activity with your mate a couple days before actually meeting God would make you 

unclean, but homosexual activity would get you killed. 

 

Now washing clothing and getting clean was certainly not as easy as it is for us.  There were no 

nice showers or bathtubs and there were no washing machines and dryers.  We can throw dirty 

clothing into a washing machine and dryer and have clean clothing in just a few minutes.  We 

can just jump in the shower and be clean in 5-10 minutes.  But at this time, this required 

considerable effort.  There would have been lines of people to wash the clothing and then they 

would have needed to dry it out.  All of this would have required considerable effort. 

 

But all of this was necessary for the people to experience the presence of God.  These were His 

boundaries under law. 

 

What about life under grace?  The writer of Hebrew said that the marriage bed was undefiled 

(Heb. 13:4).  Paul said that the only time a husband and wife should refrain from intimacy is  

so that a couple might devote themselves to prayer in some crisis situation.  In fact, he ordered 

husbands and wives to maintain a consistent life of physical intimacy (I Cor. 7:5).  So we are  

no longer under the legal demands issued here. 

 

OBSERVATION #3 – Moses brings the people out to   meet   God.  19:16-17 

 

Now we may observe the following facts: 
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Fact #1 - God’s presence happened on the   third   day.  19:16a 
 

Fact #2 - God’s presence happened in the   morning  .  19:16b 
 

Fact #3 - God’s presence occurred with   thunder   and   lightning  .  19:16c 
 

Fact #4 - God’s presence happened with a thick   cloud   on the mountain.  19:16d 
 

Fact #5 - God’s presence happened with the sound of a very loud   trumpet  .  19:16e 
 

Fact #6 - God’s presence caused all the people to   tremble  .  19:16f 
 

Fact #7 - God’s presence met God’s people at the   foot   of the mountain.  19:17 
 

Now this Mt. Sinai and the presence of God was a scary place.  You could get shot in the head if 

you just touched the mountain.   

 

But let’s think for a moment about the presence of God.  God’s very presence would show up on 

the third day in the morning.  Why would there be the emphasis on the third day?  Why would 

the presence of God occur in the morning?  God’s presence would show up featuring thunder and 

lightning and a thick cloud and a loud trumpet.  What is this all about? 

 

Now the first thing on the list that introduces the presence of God is that His presence shows up 

on the third day in the morning.  Why did God select this day and time?  Because His Son would 

rise from the dead on the third day in the morning, proving He was God in Person.   

 

Now it is more than just a coincidence that when Jesus Christ described what will happen when 

He comes the second time to Israel, that there will be lightning and thunder and clouds and a 

trumpet blast (Matt. 24:3, 23-31; Rev. 19:6ff).  Also, we know His coming will be to a mountain 

(Zech. 14:4). 

 

What this clearly shows Israel and us is that Jesus Christ is God.  He is the very Person of God. 

He is the very Presence of God. 

 

Now if you were part of the nation Israel and actually lived at the time this happened, you stood 

at this mountain fearing God. 

 

This is where the book of Hebrews becomes so important.  Hebrews 12:18-24 makes it clear that 

we now have a relationship with God, through Jesus Christ, that does not leave us trembling at 

the foot of a mountain in fear of God. 

 

We have a relationship with God not based on O.T. Law, but on N.T. grace.  This grace is found 

totally and completely in Jesus Christ.   

 

You can actually experience the presence of God in your life by inviting Jesus Christ into your 

life to be your Savior. 


