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“Teaching the Fear of God (Part 2)”; Session # 32 on the 2nd Commandment, 
Presented by Pastor Paul Rendall on April 13th, 2014, 

in the Adult Sunday School. 
 

II.  It is good to include a little teaching in a time of  in family worship.   
Psalm 34: 8-14 – “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who trusts in 
Him!”  “Oh, fear the Lord, you His saints!”  “There is no want to those who fear Him.”  “The 
young lions lack and suffer hunger, but those who seek the Lord shall not lack any good thing.”  
“Come you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.”  “Who is the man who 
desires life, and loves many days, that he may see good?”  “Keep your tongue from evil, and your 
lips from speaking deceit.”  “Depart from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.” 
 
a. Teach your children the fear of the Lord 
In your just reading small portions or a chapter of the word of God, you will be giving 
instruction, fathers. You can see that this was David’s practice with his family, as he relates it in 
verse 11.  “Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.”  David would 
ask his children to listen to him, and he would teach them the fear of the Lord.  I think that the 
label of children, in the case of this Psalm may go farther than David’s children to the children of 
Israel, or young believers that he was trying to instruct in general.  But surely it will apply to his 
own children in his own family as well.  Family worship is a good place to be able to teach your 
children to sit and listen.  This is a very good thing.  Learning to carefully listen is a great part of 
learning, and a godly father would teach them the fear of the Lord. What does David mean by 
this?   
 
There are 2 different kinds of fear which are spoken of in the Bible; craven fear, and filial 
fear.   
1st - Craven Fear – Psalm 119, verse 120 – “My flesh trembles for fear of You, and I am afraid 
of Your judgments.” 
 
2nd - Godly fear – Psalm 103, verse 17 – “But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to 
everlasting on those who fear him, and His righteousness to children’s children, to such as keep 
His covenant, and to those who remember His commandments to do them.”  
 
Psalm 119, verse 63: “I am a companion of all who fear You, and of those who keep Your 
precepts.”   
 
Proverbs 14: 25-27  “A true witness delivers souls, but a deceitful witness speaks lies.”  “In the 
fear of the Lord there is strong confidence, and His children will have a place of refuge.”  “The 
fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to turn one away from the snares of death.”  
 
Joseph Benson says that the fear of the Lord is: “The true and acceptable way of worshipping 
and serving God, so that you may please and glorify Him here, and be admitted into His 
kingdom hereafter.”  
 
Charles Simeon says: “The fear of the Lord is such a reverential regard for Him as inclines us to 
walk in all things according to His revealed will, and to approve ourselves to Him.”  (End of 
quote) 
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This filial kind of fear is what David would teach his children and which you, fathers, will want 
to teach your children.  Teach your children that if they desire a good life, and if they want to see 
many days, that they may see good, tell them to keep their tongue from evil, and their lips from 
speaking deceit.  Much can be taught during times of family devotion concerning right speech.  
It should be told to our children that God takes notice of how and what they speak; and that the 
person of continual carless speech will have to render an account on the Day of Judgment for 
every careless word that they shall speak.  But teach them also the Proverb which is found in 
Chapter 25, verse 11 of Proverbs: “Like apples of gold in settings of silver, so is a word which is 
spoken at the proper time, or under right circumstances.”  In fact, the book of Proverbs is good 
to go through with your children, and convenient as well.  It has 31 chapters for 31 days of the 
month.  Not that you would have to do a whole chapter a day, but it is convenient.  
 
b.  Teach them the commandments of God and tell them of the spirituality of the 
law of God.   
Deuteronomy 11: 18 – “Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your 
soul, and bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.”  
“You shall teach them to your children, speaking of the when you sit in your house, when you 
walk by the way, when you like down, and when you rise up.”  “And you shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates, that your days and the days of your children may be 
multiplied in the land of which the Lord swore to your fathers to give them, like the days of the 
heavens above the earth.”  
 
Ephesians 6: 1-3 – “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”  “Honor your 
father and mother, which is the first commandment with a promise: ‘that it may be well with 
you, and that you may live long on the earth.”  “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children 
to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.” 
 
 c. Teach them also of their need of repentance.   
Psalm 34: 12-14 - “Who is the man who desires life, and loves many days, that he may see good?”  
“Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.”  “Depart from evil and do 
good; seek peace and pursue it.” 
 Explain to your children that God expects this from all of His children; that they would depart 
from evil and do good.  Both are essential to becoming holy.  Both require the grace of Christ.  
Never let your children get the impression that they are able to do what is right on their own, 
apart from the grace of Christ.  You may raise up little Pharisees if you simply teach them the ten 
commandments and other wonderful moral truths.  Teaching the commandments of God and 
catechizing your children are a very good thing; they must learn right from wrong, but make 
sure that you show them the spirituality of the law of God; that obedience is not simply outward 
conformity to the commandments of God, but it is inward delight in doing what is right, and 
learning by grace to try to please God.  Romans 7: 22, Romans 7: 12-17 
   


