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“1 ¶  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, 

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2  Elect according to the foreknowledge 

of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and 

sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. 

3 ¶  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to 

his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4  To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 

and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 5  Who are kept by the 

power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 ¶  

Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in 

heaviness through manifold temptations: 7  That the trial of your faith, being much 

more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be 

found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 8  Whom 

having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 

rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 9  Receiving the end of your faith, 

even the salvation of your souls.” (1Pe 1:1-9 AV) 

 

Introduction:  Isa 57:15 For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 

eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also 

that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 

revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

1.  God dwells in eternity. 

2.  He humbles the wicked and subdues His people under Him.  The proud 

shall not dwell with Him, but He delights in subduing the proud and 

humbling us before Him.  We could have no salvation, if He did not do this. 

3.  His works begin in eternity, and they end in eternity. 

But let us look at our text this morning.  I read it from 1Peter a bit ago, and it 

says what I just said: our salvation begins in eternity and ends in eternity and 

is directed from eternity, for His Kingdom is not of this world.   I have 

preached on the first four verses of this chapter and those sermons are on 

sermonaudio, if you wish to review them. 
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The church is a special people, belonging to God in a special way.  They 

have not made themselves this way, God has made them this way, for we are 

His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God has 

before ordained that we should walk in them.  Nothing in time can change 

the eternal decrees of God.       I would examine verses 5-9 under the 

following headings: 

I. We are kept by the power of God’s Providence. 

A. “Kept” means “as by a garrison”  Two reasons:  to keep what is kept from 

getting out, and to keep what is out from getting in.   This is the double 

purpose of a fold, to keep the sheep in, and to keep the wolves out.  A 

minister as a double responsibility under Christ to shepherd the sheep, and 

to drive away the wolves. 

B. Gal. 3:23 says that Israel was kept under the law, shut up unto the faith 

which should afterwards be revealed—it was only seen dimly under the 

law.  Israel was kept in a fold, until Jesus, the good shepherd came to call 

them out as He says in John 10.  He also called His sheep that had been 

kept in other folds until the time appointed, as He said in 1Cor. 10:11, for 

the things of the OT were examples for us unto whom the ends of the world 

are come, both Jews and Gentiles.   Even though our ancestors were 

without god and without hope in the world, yet God preserved them for our 

sakes until the time of Christ, when the partitions would be broken down. 

C. It is true that usually people were not aware of the providence of God on 

their behalf.  “Providence” means “foreknowledge” to see ahead.  God is 

always far ahead of us: He knows the way we should take, and gently leads 

us in that way, but the ungodly He breaks to pieces 

D. Illustrations of this truth 

1. Job is a prime example of one who was under the protection of God 

without his knowledge.  The devil could not touch him or his 

possessions of his life or his health without the permission of God, and 
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this always for the purpose of a future good that is not to be compared to 

the hard times now. 

2. Esther.  The vicious plot of Haman to destroy the Jews, but God is far 

ahead of Haman, and kept the king awake one night.  Esther, the queen, 

knew nothing of this.  The king read in the chronicles of the kingdom 

that Esther’s uncle Mordecai had done a great favor to the king, so the 

king honored Mordecai and the king’s heart was prepared to show 

mercy to his people, and Esther’s people, and the wicked Haman was 

hanged.  Don’t mess with God.  He isn’t going to change His eternal 

decree, so you and I better to study to know what we can about them.   I 

heard a wise man say one time, “Success is not persuading God to go 

your way, but it is finding out which way God is going and going THAT 

way.  In fact the only time “success” is used in the Bible is in Joshua  1:   

8  This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but 

thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest 

observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou 

shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good 

success. 9  Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good 

courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD 

thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest. 

3. Then there was Elisha and his servant.  God was showing Elisha all the 

plots of the king of Syria.  One of the king’s servants told the king 

about Elisha’s powers so the king sent troops to capture him in the city 

of Dothan. [2Kings 6]  Elisha’s servant was frightened, but Elisha 

reassured him, “There are more with us than with them.”  Etc. 

4. How wonderful are the angels:  Heb. 1:14  Are they not all ministering 

spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?  

You don’t have one guardian angel, you have legions of them.  “I could 

pray my father…..” 
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5. So you and I are kept by the power of God, who by His providence is far 

ahead of us, even from eternity, before the creation of the world. 

 

II. Through faith unto salvation. 

A. It is the providence of God that leads us to faith, for by faith we become 

conscious of the power and the integrity of God. 

B. This faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.  This is the 

work of Christ and the Holy  Spirit, and the preaching of the Gospel. 

C. This faith involves both knowledge and trust, as the catechism says. 

D. This faith is the victory that overcomes the world:  1John 5: 4  For 

whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory 

that overcometh the world, even our faith.5  Who is he that overcometh the 

world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

E. Illustration:  Daniel’s three friends:  Daniel 3: 16  Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not 

careful to answer thee in this matter.  17  If it be so, our God whom we 

serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will 

deliver us out of thine hand, O king.  18  But if not, be it known unto thee, 

O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 

which thou hast set up. 

F.  Scripture says that the world was not worthy of such people.  They didn’t 

know what to do with them.   Faith:  knowledge and trust.  Kept by the 

power of God: the power of faith in the heart and soul. 

 

III.  The power of Hope. 

A.   Our Messiah was kept by Hope, the assurance that what God had 

promised He was able to perform:  1 ¶  Wherefore seeing we also are 
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compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 

patience the race that is set before us,   2  Looking unto Jesus the author and 

finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne 

of God. 

B. Last verses of Jude:  17  But, beloved, remember ye the words which were 

spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;  18  How that they 

told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after 

their own ungodly lusts. 19  These be they who separate themselves, 

sensual, having not the Spirit. 20  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves 

on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 21  Keep yourselves in 

the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal 

life. 22  And of some have compassion, making a difference: 23  And 

others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment 

spotted by the flesh. 24  Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, 

and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding 

joy, 25  To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion 

and power, both now and ever. Amen. 

IV. Conclusion  Verse 21:  Keep yourselves in the love of God.  You can keep 

yourself, because He keeps you.  Glorious. 

A. Finally, brothers and sisters  Php 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth 

all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

B. Justification by faith is the foundation of all of this, secured for you and me 

by the blood of Christ. 

 


