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KJV – John 3:1-7 

 

“Born Again, or just born?” 

     This morning’s Sunday school lesson was on the Holy Spirit, Adam’s morning devotional and 
memory verse had to do with the Holy Spirit. This morning’s Sermon has to do with the Holy Spirit. 

     I believe beyond a shadow of a doubt that there’s a misconception within many of our Church’s 
today.  People think that you can just come up here and say a little prayer, the Roman’s road and 
everything’s going to be a ok.  

     I want to purpose a question this morning and will serve as the title of my sermon; “Are you Born 
Again, or just born?” You see there is a big difference between being Born Again and being just 
born. 

     The major misconception is this; we think as the typical Baptist, Methodist, Pentecostal, we think 
that when we get saved and because we are saved we are born again. Now that is what we think 
because that is what we have been taught over the years. But that’s not what Jesus told Nicodemus, 
that is not at all what He told him.  

     I want to purpose a question this morning that will serve as the title of the message, dealing with 
the Holy Spirit; “Are you Born Again, or just born?” 

John 3:1-7 

1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God:  

     Now how did he know that?  Alright let’s keep reading: 

2 for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. 

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into 
his mother's womb, and be born? 
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5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

     In other words, you cannot be a part of it. You see we are in the Kingdom of God right now, did 
you all know that? If you are a blood bought, born again, regenerated believer in Christ Jesus your 
part of the Kingdom of God right here, right now upon this earth. Because you belong to the Church 
and His Church is part of the Kingdom of God. But one day He will set up His physical Kingdom, but 
we are part of His Spiritual Kingdom and unless ye are born again you can’t enter the Kingdom and 
unless you are born again you can’t even see it to receive it. Let’s keep reading. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

     It has been recorded that Brother George Whitfield preached over 3,000 messages titled “Ye must 
be born again.” 

Jesus told us in His word; that which is born of flesh is flesh; the Natural Man. And that which is 
born of the Spirit is Spirit; the Regenerated Man. 

John 6:65 

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him 
of my Father. 

John 1:12 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 

     That right there is faith: 

• Those that received Him. 
• Those that believed Him. 

But who was able to do that? Let’s read the next verse. 

John 1:13 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

     That phrase in verse thirteen; “which were born;” an aorist passive tense verb phrase. Being 
connected to the previous verse by that little word which. That means verse thirteen had to happen 
before verse twelve could happen. 

- Being born by the will of God – Gives you the ability to believe. 
- Being born by the will of God – Gives you the ability to believe. 
- Being born of the will of God – Gives you the ability to see. 
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     And Jesus said: Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
Kingdom of God. 

     This rebirth, this regeneration, this quickening; this is what separates the possessors from the 
professors.  

     So, are you Born Again, or just born? Not because I said it! Not because Brother George Whitfield 
said it! But what Jesus said: Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must! Ye must! Ye must! be born 
again. 

John 3:8 

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

     Then we see seven verses later He talks about believing “in Him.” 

     Why – because a dead man can’t believe. 

- A dead man can’t receive. 
- A dead man can’t see. 

     So are you born again or just born? I do not have any points this morning all I have is three 
simple questions. Please do not answer aloud but ask yourselves these questions in your mind and 
in your heart. 

     Many make a profession of faith and go back out and live like the Devil. And man wants to build a 
doctrine around their mistakes. But friends this is not the rebirth. 

     Because, that which is born of flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit. 

1st Question – Have you been quickened? 

How many of you ladies in where this morning have had a baby? 

     That quickening of the woman’s pregnancy; is the medical term given during the pregnancy for 
the first sign of life. 

• That first feeling, that first movement. 
• That first jerk or twitch where the mother knows there is life there. 

Ephesians 2:1-5 

1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
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3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 

Quickened or the quickening is the rebirth. 

When you were dead in your trespasses and sins; it was God that quickened you.  

Not by the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. (John 1:13). But by God’s Grace; so are 
you Born Again, or just born? 

2nd Question – Are you still Natural? 

I Corinthians 2:9-14 

9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God. 

11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things 
of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know 
the things that are freely given to us of God. 

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

     If you have not been quickened you are still natural. 

Verse eleven – Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

     So how can we know them? By having the Spirit. 

Verse twelve – Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we 
might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

     You can’t even see the things of God without the spirit of God; without the quickening. 
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John 3:3 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. 

      You cannot understand or judge these things and you cannot even receive the things of the Spirit 
of God without the Spirit of God. 

I Corinthians 2:14 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

So are you Born Again, or just born? Because if you have not been quickened, you are still natural. 

      And what did Jesus say about this matter? Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must! Ye must! Ye 
must be born again. 

     Because Ye hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins. That quickening makes 
you alive so you can see, so you can believe and you can receive. 

     Unless a man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God. 

3rd Question – Are you being made a new creature? 

     That’s right, not have been made; but are you being made a new creature? 

II Corinthians 5:17 

17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new. 

     Are become new – a verb phrase used in the perfect active tense.  

That’s why I asked are you being made a new creature? 

Romans 12:1-2 

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

- a present passive imperative, meaning an ongoing present process from the Greek verb 
“meta-mor phoo.” 

     Now our last passage dealing with this question;  
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Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

     This is the purpose of the new birth.  

• And if you my friends are not walking in the desire and the will of these good works. You 
have not been made a new creature in Christ. 

• If you have not been made a new creature in Christ Jesus then you are still natural. 
• If you are still natural you have not been quickened and received the Spirit of God. 

     If this is the case – then you have just been born, and you have not been Born Again! 

     Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


