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Message #57                Matthew 16:1-12 

 

There is only one safe way to a relationship with God–faith in Jesus Christ.  There is only one 

safe way to govern one’s life after believing on Jesus Christ–faith in the Word of God.  One of 

the most dangerous threats, in any dispensation, is what Jesus called the leaven of the Pharisees  

and Sadducees.  The specific leaven Jesus was talking about was this–highly religious people 

who continue to believe in and promote polluted doctrine, which contradicts the actual truth of 

God, who pretend to be right with God when they really aren’t. 

 

CHRIST’S DISCIPLES MUST BE ON CONTINUAL GUARD IN THEIR OWN LIVES 

TO BE CERTAIN THAT THEY DO  NOT  BELIEVE IN RELIGIOUS TEACHING 

THAT IS NOT SOUND OR TRUE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE  WORD  OF  GOD . 

 

The verbs “watch out” and “beware” (v. 6), “beware” (v. 11) and “beware” (v. 12) are all in the 

present tense.  In other words, God’s people must continually and habitually be on guard against 

believing in religious teaching and instruction which does not square with the Word of God.  

This is not just a one-time issue.  This is to characterize the disciple all of his or her life.  

Furthermore, the verb “beware” is one that emphasizes that your mind is to be focused on your-

self and your own spiritual life.  When combined with that verb “watch out” (v. 6), the point is 

we need to continually be on the lookout to spot things in our own lives which are religious, 

which are not consistent with the truth of God. 

 

COMPONENT PART #1 – Religious leaders  test  Jesus.  16:1 

 

The Sadducees were high-society priestly leaders who controlled most religious ceremonies at 

the Temple and the Pharisees were the religious leaders known for their study and interpretation 

of the O.T. Law.  Both were in the religious limelight when Jesus surfaced and Jesus was a threat 

to both.  Both hated Christ and wanted to destroy Him.  They came to Jesus to “test” Him.  The 

word “test” means they are out to negatively prove something (Smith, p. 351).  In other words, 

they are not interested in the truth.  They have a “malicious purpose” in mind–they want to dis-

credit Him and disprove Him.  What they ask Jesus to do is to “show them a sign from heaven,” 

literally in Greek “out (ek) of the heaven.”  In other words, they wanted Him to do something up 

in the sky.  He had been performing miracles on earth, but they wanted Him to show them some-

thing that is visibly up in the sky from the throne of God. 

 

COMPONENT PART #2 – Jesus  responds  to the religious leaders.  16:2-4 

 

(Response #1) - He  verbally  responds to them.  16:2-4a 

 

Verbal Response #1 - You cannot  discern  the signs that have already been given.  16:2-3 

 

Verbal Response #2 - You are an  evil  and adulterous generation, still wanting more signs.   

                                        16:4 
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The verb “seed” (epizetei) means they wanted signs upon signs continually. 

 

Verbal Response #3 - You will only get the sign of  Jonah .  16:4 

 

The sign of Jonah was this–Jesus would die and be raised in three days and would take the 

program of God to the Gentiles just as Jonah did to the Ninevites.  This is exactly why there is 

the first reference in this chapter to a future program called the Church (16:18).  The sign these 

Jewish religious leaders would see would be that God would take His program to Gentiles and 

form a Church Age based on the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

(Response #2) - He  physically  responds to them.  16:4b 

 

Notice carefully the text says Jesus “left them.”  To this point the word was Jesus “withdrew” 

(anaxoreo) from them.  But the verb “left them” is kataleipo, which means Jesus abandoned and 

forsook them (Smith, p. 235). 

 

COMPONENT PART #3 – The  disciples  go with Jesus.  16:5 

 

Now the disciples went with Jesus, but they forgot to bring the leftover bread.  It is possible that 

since they just heard Christ tell the religious leaders they would not get any more signs, they 

interpreted that to mean that Christ would not provide for them. 

 

COMPONENT PART #4 – Jesus teaches the disciples concerning  Pharisaical  leaven.  16:6-11 

 

Jesus says to His own disciples, be on continual guard against a religious hypocrisy that is not 

based on the truth of the Word of God, but on polluted doctrines and teachings of men.  The 

disciples (v. 7) thought Jesus was talking about the fact that they forgot the bread.  The context 

has nothing to do with forgetting bread; it has to do with a leavened spirituality. 

 

1) My own disciples have  little  faith.  16:8 

 

2) My own disciples  don’t  understand and remember what I have done.  16:9-10 

I turned five loaves to feed 5000 and seven loaves to feed 4000. 

 

3) My own disciples need to understand the  context .  16:11 

Context, context, context is the stress of Jesus Christ. 

 

COMPONENT PART #5 – The disciples  understood  Christ’s teaching.  16:12 

 

The lights were beginning to go on.  We need to be on constant check that we are not becoming 

polluted Pharisees.  We need to be truth pursuers.  If you see the truth of God and it contradicts 

what you have been taught or previously believe, you stick with the truth of God or else we, too, 

are leavened by the beliefs of men. 

 


