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THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN PERGAMOS, REVELATION 2:12-17 

Well let’s turn in our Bibles please to the book of Revelation, chapter 2.  We’re going to be 
reading together Revelation chapter 2, verses 12 to 17.  Revelation 1 and verse 12: 

“12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp 
sword with two edges; 13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is: 
and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas 
was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. 14 But I have a few 
things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught 
Balak to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, 
and to commit fornication. 15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, 
which thing I hate. 16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them 
with the sword of my mouth. 17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a 
white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that 
receiveth it.” 

We come now today to the third of the letters that Christ has sent to the churches in what is now 
modern day Turkey.  These letters express the concern that Christ has for His church.  Jesus is 
not indifferent to what goes on in His churches, neither is He ignorant of what happens within 
them.  He is fully aware of all that occurs to them and all that they do.  So He addresses their 
conduct, He addresses their needs, and He addresses their challenges, and He offers them both 
direction and comfort in the conduct of their spiritual warfare.   

These letters not only express the concern that Christ has for His churches, but they also show 
the centrality that they have in the plan of Christ in the building of the kingdom of God and in 
the defeat of the kingdom of Satan, because the kingdom grows as the number of local churches 
grows.  The kingdom succeeds as local churches are faithful in their witness and in their worship.  
The kingdom triumphs as local churches overcome sin and grow in holiness and in obedience to 
Christ.   

The point is simply this: The triumph of Christ over Satan is carried out in this world through the 
local churches.  Through them He defeats the kingdom of darkness and builds the kingdom of 
light.  Therefore, our hearts should be focused where Christ’s heart is focused—on the building 
and the blessing and the obedience of our own local church.  The church is where Christ’s 
concern is focused, and that is where our concern should be focused as well. 

To better learn how we as a church can be pleasing to Christ, we want to look at what Christ has 
to say to the church at Pergamos.  Notice if you will then, first of all, the introduction of the 
letter.  The introduction of the letter is contained in verse 12.  Notice what it says: “And to the 
angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with 



two edges.”  Here in verse 12, we are told who the recipient of the letter is, and we are also told 
who the author of the letter is.   

Notice then first of all, the recipient of the letter.  The recipient of the letter is the pastor and the 
church at Pergamos.  The angel of the church at Pergamos is simply the messenger, or the pastor 
of that church.   

Pergamos was the capital of the province of Asia, and it was located about 55 miles northeast of 
Smyrna.  So we have Ephesus in the southwest corner of Turkey, then we have Smyrna about 35 
miles above it, and then we have Pergamos, about 55 miles north and east inland in the country 
of what is modernday Turkey, here called in the New Testament Asia.   

Pergamos was the capital of the province of Asia, and being 15 miles inland from the coast, it 
had no advantages in terms of trade, but its attraction and its importance lay in its library.  The 
library at Pergamos contained more than 200,000 parchment scrolls.  In fact, our word 
“parchment” is derived from the name of this city, Pergamos.  Pergamos was a center, then, of 
great scholarship and learning.   

Furthermore, not only was this city a center of great learning, it was also the most fanatical in its 
devotion to emperor worship, and it had a temple dedicated to Rome in 29 B.C.  It even added a 
second, and then a third temple dedicated to Caesar worship.  It was the principal center of the 
imperial cult of Caesar worship in this part of the world.   

But the city was also known for its zeal in the worship of other gods as well.  Not only were 
there temples dedicated to the worship of Zeus and Dionysus and Athena, it also placed a special 
worship and focus on the god Asklepios.  Asklepios was the serpent god and it was considered to 
be the god of healing.  The image of this serpent was everywhere throughout the city.   

This god, then, was worshiped under the image of a serpent, which, to believers in Christ, is of 
course the very image of Satan himself.  We know that Satan appeared as a serpent in Genesis 
chapter 3, verses 1 to 15, and tempted Eve and Adam into the fall of humanity.  Indeed, in this 
very book of Revelation itself in chapter 12 and verse 9, it speaks of Satan as that “great dragon,
…that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceives the whole world.”  He was cast 
out of heaven.  And then of course, in Revelation chapter 20 and verse 2, it speaks of the fact that 
the angel laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him 
a thousand years.”   

This god Asclepius, which was the central and dominant god in the city of Pergamos was a 
representation of Satan himself.  And this is what may have been what Christ was referring to 
when He said, in verse 13, that Pergamos was the place where Satan’s throne is.  The image of 
this satanic serpent that represented this false god Asclepius was all over the city.   
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And so this city of Pergamos was filled with the arrogance of humanistic learning, and it was 
focused on a satanic serpent god, and it was fanatical in its Caesar worship.  And because it was 
the political capital of Asia it had to keep favor with Rome, and it did so by demanding that all of 
its people offer incense to the image of Caesar and to proclaim that Caesar was lord.   

Here, then, in this city, Satan had free reign and control over the government and the people.  He 
demanded that his chief ally Caesar be worshiped by all and that his own image of a serpent be 
displayed throughout the entire city.   

We know from our study last week that there was a synagogue of Satan in Smyrna, but the 
throne of Satan was in Pergamos.  Satan’s influence was so powerful in this city that he virtually 
ruled it so that it did his will and spread his teaching in education, and in government, and in its 
religious life and symbols.  The library, the government, and the religion of this city were all 
satanic.  All seven cities referred to in these seven letters in the book of Revelation were pagan, 
but Pergamos was the worst of them all.   

This, then, is the recipient of the letter: It is the pastor and the church at Pergamos.  And this tells 
you the environment in which this church existed and lived and functioned.   

Having seen the recipient of the letter, notice secondly, the author of the letter.  The author of the 
letter is Jesus Christ, who here characterizes Himself as He “which hath the sharp sword with 
two edges.”  Notice if you will verse 12.  He says, “These things saith he which hath the sharp 
sword with two edges.” 

Once again, this symbolic imagery is taken from chapter 1.  Each of these descriptions of Christ 
given to each of these churches, all of those descriptions are taken from the descriptions that are 
given of Jesus in chapter 1.  So notice Revelation chapter 1, verse 16, when John is describing 
his vision of Christ.  It says, “And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went 
a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.”   

Now when we looked at that symbolic imagery of the sharp twoedged sword going of the mouth 
of Jesus, we saw that this sword represented the power of the word of God as it is used to do 
spiritual warfare against the powers of darkness.  The powers of darkness are driven by Satan, 
and the powers of darkness are both outside the church and inside the church.   

Outside the church, Rome is the power of darkness, persecuting and slaughtering believers like 
Antipas, who will not worship Caesar as lord.  And inside the church, the false teachers were the 
power of darkness, who seduced the believers into sinful and immoral behavior, like the 
Nicolaitans did and those that had the doctrine of Balaam did.   

So here’s this church being assaulted by the powers of darkness from without, in terms of Rome 
and her culture, and from within, in term of the Nicolaitans and those that held the doctrine of 
Balaam.  And Jesus presents Himself to this church as He which has the sharp sword with two 
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edges because He is going to go to war against the enemies of the church at Pergamos, both those 
that are outside the church, and those that are inside the church. 

Now the Bible tells us something about this sword.  In Hebrews chapter 4 and verses 12 to 13, 
we read that the word of God is like a sharp sword that pierces down through to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  Listen to 
Hebrews 4, verses 12 and 13.  It says:  

“12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his 
sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” 

So this sword that proceeds out of the mouth of Jesus is first of all a manifestation of the fact that 
He is able to see and discern everything that everyone does, right down to the very core of their 
innermost thoughts.  No one will be able to hide who he is and what he has done from the 
piercing vision of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

But not only is this sword that proceeds out of the mouth of Christ a sword of truth that pierces 
through and lays open the innermost thoughts and actions of every person, Revelation 19:15 tells 
us that this sword is also a sword of judgment.  In Revelation 19:15, we have the picture of the 
returning Lord Jesus, and it says, “And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 
should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress 
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.”   

So this sword is not only a sword of discernment that lays open the truth, but this sword is also a 
sword of judgment to execute God’s wrath upon the wicked.  No one will be able to escape the 
sentence of judgment that Jesus will pronounce against them.  What Jesus is saying to the church 
at Pergamos is that we don’t need to fear the weapons of our enemies, whether those weapons 
are persecution or whether those weapons are seduction.  Instead, our enemies need to fear the 
sword of Christ, because Christ will utterly defeat all who oppose Him and His people.  So He’s 
saying to the church at Pergamos, Satan is fighting against you?  Well I have a sword, and I’m 
going to fight against him.  Be comforted.   

Well that, then, is the introduction to the letter.  In the second place, let us consider together the 
message of the letter to Pergamos.  This is contained in verses 13 to 16.  Notice if you will 
verse 13.  Jesus opens with this familiar phrase, “I know.”  He introduces His message to every 
single one of these churches with those two words, “I know.”   

What Christ is saying here is that He pays full attention to each local church.  He is fully 
acquainted with everything that occurs within those churches.  He knows their virtues.  He 
knows their struggles.  He knows their challenges.  He knows every single individual within 
them, and He knows their spiritual condition and conduct.  He is intimately acquainted with 
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every detail of the life of every local church, and He cares deeply about what each church does 
and what goes on in each of them, and He knows all about it in every detail. 

Jesus knows what goes on in our church.  He knows our virtues and He knows our vices.  He 
knows our victories and He knows our struggles.  And He cares about us deeply and He loves us 
intensely.  Jesus could say about Sovereign Grace Bible Church, “I know.”   

Notice what He knows about the church at Pergamos.  Notice first of all, His commendation.  
His commendation of this church is in verse 13.  Notice He says, “I know thy works, and where 
thou dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is.”  I know that “thou holdest fast my name, and hast not 
denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain 
among you.”  And I know that all that happened “where Satan dwelleth.”  Jesus says, I know all 
about that. 

Notice, then, in His commendation, He says first of all, “I know thy works,” verse 13.  He’s 
saying, I know the service that you’ve rendered to me.  I have seen your good works, I have seen 
your obedience, I have observed your labor, I have witnessed your sacrifice in giving to bring me 
glory and to expand my kingdom.  Your good works, church of Pergamos, have been fully taken 
note of.   

Then He says, I know where you dwell, verse 13, “even where Satan’s seat is.”  The word here 
for “seat” in the original language is the word “throne,” and the idea is that these believers are 
living in an extremely difficult location, they are living in a location where is Satan is enthroned.  
What this means is that Satan has full sway over the populace of this city.  The people are sold 
out to his evil values and his evil conduct, and the culture is saturated with wickedness and with 
false religion.   

Living in Pergamos would be like living in the midst of a combination of San Francisco and 
Saudi Arabia.  The worst of moral evil and the worse of false religion, both designed to corrupt 
and destroy Christians by the force of the culture and by the force of the law pervaded this city.  
So whether it was the culture or whether it was the government, both were designed to destroy 
Christians and Christianity.   

Yet in the face of this, Jesus says, “I know,” verse 13, that “thou holdest fast my name, and hast 
not denied my faith.”  The believers in the church at Pergamos continued to publicly proclaim 
their faith in Christ, they continued to confess the name of Christ, and they remained faithful and 
loyal to Christ, even when pressured to deny Him, both by the seduction of the world and also by 
the persecution of the government.  In fact, the persecution of the Roman government at 
Pergamos was so bad that they put one of the Christians named Antipas to death for refusing to 
deny Christ and refusing to declare that Caesar is lord.  Antipas was faithful unto death, and as 
we read last week in Revelation 2 and verse 10, Christ would give to him a crown of life. 
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You remember from last week that at Smyrna there was a synagogue of Satan there, and Christ 
said to the church, You’re going to be persecuted.  He says, Be faithful to death, and I will give 
you a crown of life.  Well that persecution had already begun at Pergamos, and had already been 
expressed in one of the believers named Antipas actually being put to death for being faithful 
unto death, and thus being given the crown of eternal life.  What Jesus is saying here to the 
church at Pergamos is that when you believers saw one of your own martyred for refusing to 
deny me and for continuing to confess his faith in me, even then, you did not waiver.   

These are high words of praise that Jesus is giving to the believers at Pergamos for their 
faithfulness to Christ.  Even when they saw one of their own killed, they did not back down one 
inch from their confessing the name of Christ and their adherence to the faith of Christ.  They 
were not intimidated by the martyrdom of one of their own in backing down and turning away 
from Christ.  They remained loyal to Christ, even though it would probably result in their death, 
too.  Jesus saw this loyalty and Jesus warmly commended them for their loyalty.   

What this shows us, people, is that it is possible to live consistently for Christ in the worst of 
circumstances.  You often hear it said, Well, you know, there’s just so many evil things in our 
culture that are so easily available, and there’s so much hostility to Christianity, and it’s so hard 
to stand up for the truth.  You know what?  You can do it.  The people of the church of Pergamos 
did it, and you can do it as well.   

So even where Satan dwells, and even where Satan rules, believers exist, believers remain 
faithful, and believers triumph over the very worst that Satan can throw at them.  And why?  
Because God’s grace is greater than any challenges that can come against us.  Satan may be 
driving the culture, and Satan may be driving the religion, and Satan may be driving the 
educational system, and Satan may be driving the government.  But Christ’s people shine as 
lights in the midst of such a perverse and crooked nation, and just continue to confess Christ 
before men and hold forth the word of life to men without flinching and without backing down.   

This is what the believers at Pergamos were doing, and you know what?  They weren’t any kind 
of special believers, they were just real believers.  And we see it in our day and age, too.  We’ve 
seen the church in China and the church in North Korea and the church in Iran and Saudi Arabia, 
and in these countries where the culture and the government and the religion are all designed to 
crush Christianity, and they are never successful at doing so.  The believers will go to jail and 
they will go to death before they will give up Christ and His proclamation.   

But having seen His commendation of the church at Pergamos, notice secondly His 
condemnation of the church at Pergamos.  His condemnation, or His criticism of the church at 
Pergamos is in verses 14 to 15.  He says, But in spite of how wonderful you’ve been, how 
faithful you’ve been, He says, “14  …I have a few things”—not a lot of things, but a few things
—“against thee, because”—and now He tells what it is He is criticizing them for.  He says, “thou 
hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stumblingblock 
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 15 So 
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hast thou also,” in addition to those folks, “them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which 
thing I hate.”  Did you know God is a hater?  There are things God hates.  He hates things that 
are destructive to His people.   

Though Jesus is very pleased with how the church is dealing with the seduction and persecution 
from the world that is coming from outside the church, Jesus has grave concerns about the lack 
of church discipline inside the church.  The believers at Pergamos, though they had done a grand 
job of withstanding the pressure of the world from without, had in fact allowed false teachers and 
immoral people to remain inside the church and to infect the church with their pernicious 
doctrine and with their evil practices.   

First of all, there were those who held to the doctrine of Balaam.  Now the story of Balaam is a 
long one, and it is related to us in the book of Numbers in chapters 22 through 25.  Chapters 22, 
23, 24, and 25 are all about Balaam, and then Numbers chapter 31 gives a retrospective on what 
Balaam did.  Balaam is also mentioned several times in the New Testament.  So this is a very 
important person, in terms of being a negative example of how the people of God can be abused.   

To give a brief summary, Balak, who was the king of Moab, hired Balaam, who was a prophet of 
God, to curse Israel because Israel had now come into the land of Moab.  So the king of Moab 
grabs the prophet of God, and he says, Curse these people.  Call God’s curse on them so that they 
cannot fight against us and triumph over us.  And if you do so, Balaam, I will give you a ton of 
money.   

Now Balaam, the prophet, could not curse the people of God because God would not permit him 
to do so.  Three times, he tried to curse them and get the money, but God just took control of his 
tongue and his mouth and caused him to bless Israel instead.   

Therefore, Balaam was in danger of losing the money that Balak the king offered him to bring 
God’s curse on Israel.  And rather than losing his payment, Balaam told Balak the king how he 
might bring God’s curse on Israel himself.  Balaam says, I can’t do it, but I’ll tell you how you 
can do it.  You can do it, Balak, by seducing them by means of sending wicked women among 
them to seduce them into fornication and seduce them into engaging in the worship of the false 
idol god known as Baal.   

So as long as Israel was serving the Lord and faithful to the Lord and morally upright, God 
wasn’t going to get upset with them.  But Balaam says, You know, if you can get them to fall into 
fornication and idolatry, then God will get mad at them and you’ll achieve your goal.  So Balak 
did that.  He sent sinful women into the camp to engage in fornication and to seduce the people 
of Israel into worshiping Baal.  And they did, and God’s curse fell on Israel, and Balaam 
collected his money.  The tactic was successful.  Israel fell into immorality and idolatry by means 
of the seduction of these Moabite women, and God’s wrath fell on Israel. 
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Now the point is this: Balaam, the prophet of God, taught Balak the king how to corrupt the 
people of God so Balaam could collect his fee from Balak for bringing God’s curse on Israel, and 
Balaam therefore has forever stood as an example and a metaphor for ministers who corrupt the 
people of God for personal advantage.  Ministers and teachers who hold the doctrine of Balaam 
are those who will lead the people of God into sin if they can gain personal advantage and 
personal profit by doing so.   

You know, you can build a big church and you can obtain a large salary if you tell the people 
they can worship God however they please and they can live in any way they want and commit 
any sin that they desire, and it’s all just okay.  Idolatry is fine, fornication is fine.  Do as you 
please, as long as you fill the offering plate with money.  Such mercenary ministers are an 
abomination to God.  They need to be cast out of the church, but the believers at Pergamos had 
allowed them to remain in the church.   

Furthermore, not only did the believers at Pergamos fail to deal with and cast out those who held 
to the practice and teaching of Balaam, they also harbored those who adhered to the teaching of 
the Nicolaitans.  Notice verse 15: “So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitans.”   

Now the doctrine of the Nicolaitans was something distinct from those who held to the doctrine 
of Balaam.  Those who held to the doctrine of Balaam were those who willing to corrupt the 
people of God for personal advantage.  The Nicolaitans were apparently an early Gnostic sect 
who advocated sinful license in the name of Christian liberty on the basis that sinful self 
indulgence would not hinder spiritual maturity and growth.  You know, the idea that you can be a 
homosexual and a fine Christian at the same time, because what you do with your body really 
doesn’t affect what you do with your spirit in your relationship with God.   

This dualistic view of the universe in which the material was divorced from the spiritual and 
never the twain would meet, meant you could do anything you wanted in the flesh, and it didn’t 
affect what occurred in the realm of the spirit at all.  So they taught that what you did with your 
body had no impact on your soul, and that you could be a real Christian, while at the same time 
be practicing fornication.   

God says He hates that teaching and He hates that behavior, because they’re utterly contrary to 
His will and they provoke His anger.  And the church at Pergamos should have exercised church 
discipline upon these people, telling them to either repent, or give up their profession of faith in 
Christ and get out of the church.   

False teachers and their corrupting influences are not to be tolerated in the church; and yet, how 
many churches in our day and age do you hear about that practice of church discipline?  It’s like 
how many parents do you see nowadays that even discipline their kids?  They let them get away 
with murder and turn into little hellions and they wind up being criminals when they grow up 
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because they were never taught to deny themselves.  They were never taught selflessness or 
responsibility. 

In the same way, churches allow the most wicked people to engage in the most wicked behavior 
and say the most terrible things, contrary to the truth of God.  Ah, but we’re going to be 
“affirming” and we’re going to be “embracing” and we’re going to take all these people, and 
we’re just going to “love on” each other.  God says, I hate that.  Tolerance of false teaching and 
immoral behavior is not a virtue, it’s a vice.  We don’t celebrate that kind of diversity ever.   

Having seen the commendation of the church at Pergamos; having seen the condemnation of the 
church at Pergamos, notice thirdly, the warning given to the church at Pergamos in verse 16.  He 
says, “Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with”—notice
—“the sword of my mouth.”  Remember that’s how He introduced Himself at the start of this 
letter. 

Now what Jesus is doing in verse 16 is He’s calling on the faithful of the church to repent of their 
negligence in allowing such teachings and practices to be present in the church.  He says, You 
need to repent of your inclusiveness and your broadmindedness and your latitudinarianism and 
your acceptance of aberrant teaching and aberrant moral behavior.  He calls on them to deal with 
these people in a decisive manner.  They must repent or they must be removed.  And Jesus is 
saying to the church at Pergamos, Cut the cancer out!  Cut it out of your midst.  And if they don’t 
deal properly with these people, Christ Himself will do so, because Christ is determined that He 
will have a pure church.   

Notice what He says in verse 16: “Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight 
against them,” that is, those who have the doctrine of Balaam, those who have the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitans, and those who insist on keeping them in the church—those who say, Oh, we 
shouldn’t exercise church discipline, that would be unloving.  Jesus said, All those people—I’m 
going to come and fight against them.  Now you want Jesus fighting for your church.  You don’t 
want Jesus to fight against your church.  And yet He says, I’m going to come and fight against it.  
These people who hold these aberrant doctrines and who practice this deviant behavior, He says, 
I am not going to allow this to go on.  I’m declaring war, and I’m going to come and deal with it.  
Jesus will use the sword of His mouth; that is, He will use the power of His word to expose them 
and to judge them.   

Those who infect the church with deviant teaching and with wicked immorality should not be 
tolerated by the church, and mark it down, they will not be tolerated by Christ.  Those who hold 
to aberrant doctrine and those who practice deviant behavior are at war with Christ and His 
people, and Christ and His people must be at war with them.  The last thing we should do is 
allow them to freely function within the assembly of the church.  Understand that tolerance of 
this is a sin and that coexistence is a vice, not a virtue.   
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Well, that’s the message to the church at Pergamos: Their commendation, their condemnation, 
and then the warning that He issues to them.  And that brings us then to our third and final point.  
Having seen the introduction of the letter to Pergamos and the message of the letter to Pergamos, 
notice thirdly, the conclusion of the letter to Pergamos.   

The conclusion to the letter is in verse 17: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give 
him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that 
receiveth it.” 

In the conclusion to the letter, notice first of all the exhortation given.  The exhortation given is 
simply this: He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches—plural.  
What this tells us is that this letter is not just for the church at Pergamos and them alone, but 
rather, it’s for all churches of all time and in all places who are in similar places and who face 
similar situations and circumstances that these people were facing.  Churches that live in 
Pergamos type cities have existed through all the ages and throughout all the world.  So this 
letter is to all of the churches.   

Christ is speaking to us through His Holy Spirit.  He says, He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit is saying.  Now the Spirit of God has been speaking to our hearts this morning through 
the word of God.  We need to listen.  We need to listen carefully.  We need to meditate 
thoughtfully.  We need to act zealously on what it is that the Spirit is saying to us through the 
word of Christ.   

So as the Spirit speaks to us corporately as a church, as the Spirit speaks to us individually as 
Christians, we need to be sure not to grieve Him and quench Him, and not to let this message go 
in one ear and out the other, but to hear it, to think about it, to ask ourselves, How does it apply 
to me, how does it apply to our church, and what do I need to do and what does our church need 
to do in order to respond to what Christ has to say to us through this letter to the church at 
Pergamos?  Because it’s not just for them, it’s for all the churches.  We need to be good stewards 
of what we have heard.   

That brings us to the second half of verse 17, the promise made.  The exhortation given: He that 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches; now the promise made.  Notice if 
you will the latter half of verse 17.  It says “To him that overcometh will I give…”  To him that, 
what?—overcomes  The promise, notice, is made to whom?  The overcomer.   

• The overcomer is one who holds fast the name of Christ; he is the one who does not deny 
the faith of Christ, in spite of fierce persecution from without and within; 
• The overcomer is the one who rejects the teaching and practice of selfish gain at the 
expense of the people of God; 
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• The overcome is one who rejects the teaching and practice of those who say you can 
compromise your morality, you can engage in idolatry, and you can still be viewed as a 
Christian; he does not buy into that for one second; 
• The overcomer is one who refuses to be a participant in such practices, and who actively 
fights against such teachings; 
• The overcome does not give in to the persecution of the educational system and the 
governmental system and the religious system from without; and 
• The overcomer is not one who gives in to the false teaching and the immoral practices of 
professing Christians that are within the church. 

Now to such a one who stands firm with Christ and for Christ, promises are made to them.  
Notice there are two promises.  First of all, it says, “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of 
the hidden manna,” promise number one.  Promise number two: “and will give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.” 

Now of all the verses in the book of Revelation, this is one that is probably the most 
controversial, in terms of determining what it means.  No one agrees about what these things 
mean.  There are numerous suggestions as to what promise number one and promise number two 
are referring to, and there is no consensus.   

I’m saying that to you up front to say that the interpretation I’m going to give can be challenged 
and questioned, and that’s fine.  But I also want to say that all of the suggested interpretations, 
without exception, every one of them, interprets this in such a way as to recognize that these are 
wonderful promises that are given to the people of God and they speak of great blessings that 
come.  Whatever the hidden manna is, it’s wonderful, and whatever the white stone is and the 
new name that’s written on it—whatever that is—it is wonderful, whether you take interpretation 
A, B, C, D, or E.   

Now, I’ll share with you my understanding.  When it says that “I will give them to eat of the 
hidden manna,” what is being promised here is that to such a one who stands firm with Christ 
and stands for Christ, they will have a spiritual nourishment and a spiritual strength provided by 
God Himself, which is here called the “hidden manna.” 

Turn please in your Bibles to the Gospel of John chapter 4.  This is the very familiar story of the 
woman at the well.  Jesus was really hungry.  He sat down on the well and the disciples went to 
town to buy food.  This woman shows up and He preaches the gospel to her and she gets saved.  
And she sails off to run into town and to tell the people in the town about this wonderful Messiah 
that showed up and just redeemed her from her sins!  While she’s gone, the disciples show up 
with lunch.  They went to town, bought lunch, and brought it back.   

Now notice if you will John chapter 4 verse 31.  It says, “In the mean while his disciples prayed 
him, saying, Master, eat. 32 But he said unto them, I have [food] to eat that ye know not of. 
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33 Therefore said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to eat? 34 Jesus 
saith unto them, My [food] is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” 

In other words, when Jesus was doing the work of God, He received a supernatural nourishment 
and a supernatural strength from God that no one else could see.  It was hidden.  Nevertheless, it 
so refreshed Him and so strengthened Him that He felt like—Physical food?  Man, I have the 
real food!  I have the power of God and the blessing of God and the presence of God working 
through me and accomplishing the redemption of this woman’s soul, which so satisfies me and 
fills me with a sense of strength that I’m not even interested in eating your lunch.   

Now you remember Israel as they traveled through the wilderness on the way to the promised 
land, God fed them.  What did He feed them with?  Manna—physical food for their physical 
bodies.  Here we are traveling to the promised land, and God feeds us with spiritual food that 
gives us spiritual nourishment and strength for the journey on the way to our promised land, 
which is the new heavens and the new earth. 

So it seems that just like God provided manna for Israel in the physical wilderness on the way to 
her physical promised land to give her physical strength, so God provides manna for the New 
Israel in the spiritual wilderness on the way to her spiritual promised land of heaven for her 
spiritual strength.  So this manna is hidden, that is, it can’t be seen by the world, but is 
nevertheless seen and experienced by the believer.   

So these believers could not and would not partake of the food provided in the worship of the 
idols.  Christ said, No, you can’t eat the meat offered to idols.  I have a better food to give to you, 
this real manna that will sustain your souls in way that this idolatrous food never could or would.  
That’s one interpretation of the hidden manna.   

A second interpretation, which I really like a lot, is that the hidden manna is Christ Himself.  In 
John chapter 6, Jesus talked about the manna that came down from heaven.  In John chapter 6 
and verse 31, the Pharisee says, “31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He 
gave them bread from heaven to eat. 32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from 
heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the 
world. 34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 35 And Jesus said unto 
them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on 
me shall never thirst.” 

So Jesus identifies Himself as the manna of God that came down from heaven.  And in that 
sense, He nourishes us with Himself and with the life He gives to us in the salvation He provides.  
This idea that He is hidden?  Well, in Matthew chapter 11, Jesus said in verse 27, “All things are 
delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth 
any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.”   
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In this sense, Jesus was the hidden manna.  He was hidden from the eyes of the people.  Because 
of their depravity and their blindness, they couldn’t see Him for who He was.  But He says, I am 
the real manna that’s come down from heaven, and if you feed on me, that is, if you believe in 
me, then you will have my life given to you.  Yes, the world can’t see me for who I am because 
I’m hidden, and unless the Father reveals me to them, we can’t be seen.  I like that.  Jesus is the 
hidden manna.   

Or, thirdly, this could be a reference to the food served at the marriage supper of the Lamb.  
Remember in chapter 19 and verse 9, after the second coming of Christ, the saints are called to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb.  The food that we’re going to enjoy then with Christ in that 
marriage supper feast is hidden now, but it will be revealed in that day and it will provide us with 
eternal nourishment.   

Well these are the three leading interpretations of what the hidden manna is.  All of them are 
wonderful, all of them are biblically true, and all of them convey to us the idea that the world 
comes along and offers us its nourishment—Oh, eat the meat offered to the idols!  And Christ 
comes along and says, No.  I have food for your soul.  I am the food for your soul, and I will give 
you food for your soul at the marriage supper of the Lamb.  Thus, the first promise.   

The second promise is that the overcomer is also promised a white stone, and this is a stone in 
which a new name is written, and which is known only by him and the Lord.  Notice what it says 
in verse 17: “[I] will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man 
knoweth saving he that receiveth it.”  This stone with this new name will be given to the 
overcomer, apparently at the second coming of Christ.   

Once again, it’s somewhat uncertain as to exactly what this white stone is or what it symbolizes.  
We know that in Roman courts when a verdict was rendered, if the accused was guilty, he was 
handed a black stone.  If he was innocent, he was handed a white stone.  The white stone was the 
stone of acquittal of all the accusations and all the charges laid against the accused.  It was white 
because it was saying that this person is holy and pure and clean in the eyes of the law.  So it 
seems that Jesus is promising that on the day of judgment, the overcomer is going to be declared 
“not guilty” by Christ.  He will be given, as it were, the white stone.  He will have a 
pronouncement of “not guilty.” 

Now we know that the educational system and the governmental system and the religious system 
at Pergamos heaped horrible accusations on the people of God, even to the point of accusing 
them of being worthy of death and putting them to death.  But Jesus says, on the day of 
judgment, all those accusations are going to be set aside, and this person is going to be declared 
innocent of all of those slanderous charges that were laid against him.  He will be acquitted.  I 
will vindicate him.   

It goes on to say that not only is going to get this white stone, but it’s going to have a name 
engraved in it, and only the person who gets the stone and the giver of the stone are even going 
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to know what it is.  So the overcomer is going to be given a new name by Christ, a name that 
Christ assigns to him, which is a description of what Christ thinks of him for his faithfulness to 
Christ and for his service to Christ.   

Now this has Old Testament roots.  Speaking of our arrival in heaven, it says in Isaiah 62 and 
verse 2, “And…thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name.”  
So when we get to heaven, you’re not going to be Billy or Joey or Johnny, you’re going to be 
given a new name by Jesus Christ.   

This is not without biblical precedent.  We see God renaming people all the time.  Saul became 
Paul.  Simon was renamed Peter by Jesus.  And then of course, Jacob was renamed Israel.  We 
could go on.  There are many examples of where, when someone became redeemed and 
transformed, their old name was no longer suitable, and they were given a new name that was 
now suitable to their new condition and their new character and their new calling. 

So just as Simon was renamed Peter, and just as Jacob was renamed Israel, so each of us will 
receive a new name that characterizes who we are to Christ and what He thinks of us.  The point 
being, people, we will not lose our individuality in heaven.  We will not be absorbed into an 
undifferentiated mass of faceless humanity in that multitude which no man can number.  Rather, 
Christ will know each of us by name, as individuals, and He will give each of us a new name, 
one that just He and we know, which indicates the intimacy, the closeness, and the care and the 
concern that Jesus has for each individual saint that comes into His presence in heaven. 

The promise, then, is this: We will receive refreshment in this life, the hidden manna; and we 
will receive honor in the next life.  We will be acquitted of all of our sins, we will be given a 
special place of relationship and closeness to Christ through the new name which He gives to us.  
And He will know every one of us individually, by that name, throughout all eternity.   

So we have manna given to us now that the world cannot see.  And we will have acquittal and 
recognition given to us by Christ Himself in that great day of judgment and throughout all 
eternity.  That’s the promise that’s given to the overcomer.   

So here we are, folks.  We’re living in an increasingly wicked age.  The pressures on us are 
enormous.  We need to be Pergamos Christians, who stand fast for Christ, who confess His name, 
who do not deny His faith, and even when it costs us up to and including our life, we stand firm 
and faithful and loyal to Christ.   

But there’s only one way we’re going to be able to do that, and that’s if we keep our church pure.  
Now that doesn’t mean sinless, but what it does mean is that there are genuine believers that 
make up the church and they’re all genuinely pursuing Christ with integrity.  Now in that pursuit, 
do we fall in sin?  You bet.  But instead of justifying it and propagating it, and defending it, we 
repent of it and we seek help for overcoming it.   
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And there’s a big difference between a church that is made up of sinners who are seeking 
righteousness and a church that is made up of sinners who are defending and proclaiming and 
propagating their sin in the church.  See the difference?  The latter, we exercise church discipline 
against.  The former, we support and help in every way we possibly can.   

So may God help us to hear what the Spirit has to say to this persecuted church and to this 
compromised church, and may we, as a church, seek purity within, and faithfulness without, and 
thus be the overcomers who receive the hidden manna, the white stone, and the new name.  Shall 
we pray together. 

Father, thank you so much for this wonderful letter.  Father, we feel encouraged that we have a 
Savior who has a sword, and before Him all the wicked will fall.  But we also feel challenged, 
Lord, because we know that in difficult circumstances, it’s easy to let our guard down in this area 
or in that area.  Let us never think that because we’re fighting really well over here, that we can 
give in over there. 

Lord, help us to be faithful and pure and overcome.  May we enjoy the hidden manna today and 
always.  And may we enjoy the blessing of knowing that we’ve been acquitted of our sins and 
that Jesus knows us by name and loves us for what He is making us to be.  In Christ’s name we 
ask it.  Amen.
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