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“The Importance of the Resurrection” 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
 

  What is all of this hoopla over the Resurrection?  I know that Jesus rose from the dead on 

the first resurrection Sunday morning two thousand years ago, but why is this truth so 

important? What difference does it make to me? Paul answered this question in a very pointed 

way in our text. Paul opened this chapter with a summary statement of what constitutes the 

Gospel in verses 3 and 4.  The Gospel in summary is “Jesus died for our sins according 

to the Scriptures,” then “He was buried,” and finally, “He rose again on the third 

day according to the Scriptures.” 

 

 A crucial part of the Gospel message is that Jesus rose from the dead. Paul revisits the 

importance of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ lest we miss the point. In verses 5-11 

the Apostle Paul lists five eye witness accounts demonstrating that Jesus actually rose from the 

dead. They are: (1) [v. 5] Peter saw Him;  (2) [v. 5] the twelve saw Him alive; (3) [v.6] 

more than 500 brethren saw Him at one time (most of these eye witnesses were still alive at 

the time that Paul wrote); (4) [v. 7] James, His half-brother and the rest of the Apostles saw 

Him; (5) Finally, [v.8-10] Paul himself saw Him and it changed his life. 

 

 So, Paul, we believe you that Jesus rose from the dead. What difference does that make? 

Paul recorded several reasons why Christ’s Resurrection is important to every believer. 

 

I. The Resurrection Is Important Because . . . (v. 12-19) 

II. Because He Lives (v. 20) 

 

I. The Resurrection Is Important Because . . . (v. 12-19) 

 

A. The resurrection is important because without it life would be meaningless and empty 

(v. 12-16). 

 

1. The Apostle Paul wrote about the resurrection as he did because of a problem in the 

Corinthian Church. Some people were taken with Platonism. Like the Scriptures, Plato 

taught that mankind has an immortal soul. However, unlike the Bible, Plato believed 

that the goal of death was to free the soul from the body which only imprisoned it. Plato 

taught there was no resurrection of the body. 
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2. When people tried to marry Plato and the Bible, they came up with Plato’s assertion 

that there is no resurrection of the dead (vs.12 & 13).  

“Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some 

among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no 

resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen.” 

 

B. This kind of thinking causes all manner of problems. To help the Corinthians see the 

problem, Paul adopts their premise for the sake of the argument and then proceeds to draw 

out its logical conclusions. The first result is found in verse 14.  

“And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also 

empty.” 

 A Gospel without the resurrection of Christ cannot save anyone. The fact that one day we 

shall all rise together with Christ is the hope we look forward to experiencing. A faith 

without the resurrection is a faith that is empty and worthless. 

 

C. If, indeed, Jesus did not rise from the dead, the preaching Paul did at such a major 

sacrifice to himself did not matter.    (I Corinthians 15:14) 

“If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.”  

The Gospel is a historic Gospel. It is predicated upon events that happened. Jesus did come. 

He did die for our sins. He did rise from the dead. If there is no cross, no grave, and no 

resurrection, there is no substance to what we preach and we believe. 

 

D. More than this, if Jesus did not rise from the dead, our whole life is meaningless. In a 

teacher training class at Moody Bible Institute we were warned not to be too creative in our 

teaching methods. The professor told the story of his own little girl who heard his creative 

lesson on “finding the bones of Jesus.” She said, “My whole world fell apart.” The premise of 

the book of Ecclesiastes is that without God, “emptiness of emptiness, all is emptiness!”  

Solomon tried everything conceivable to fill his emptiness.  He tried sex, possessions, work, 

and alcohol.  You name it, he tried it.  Still, apart from God, he found no hope, no purpose, 

and no fulfillment in life. 

 

E. The resurrection is important because without it we are lost!  

“And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then also 

those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.” (1 Corinthians 15:17)  

Without Christ’s resurrection there is no salvation and no escape from eternal judgment. 

 

F. Finally, resurrection is important because without it we have only a misguided hope in 

this present world (v.19).  
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“If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.” 

 

G. Why is the resurrection of our Lord Jesus so important? It is because without it life has no 

meaning, without it we are lost, and without it we only have a misguided hope in this world.  

About now we should be ready to get the gun out and end our miserable worthless 

existence, except v.20! 

 

II. Because He Lives (v. 20) 

 

A. “But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 

are asleep.” (1 Corinthians 15:20)  

Here is the reality. We don’t need to cope with any of these possibilities because the 

indisputable FACT is Jesus rose. Paul doesn’t stop there in this verse. More than Christ 

rising, we too shall rise! 

 

B. Because He lives . . . Life has meaning and purpose. Our faith is built upon a firm historical 

foundation. Christ came into this world.  He died for our sins. He also rose again the third 

day just as He said. Our lives are not empty, futile, useless, and worthless. Rather, they are 

filled with fellowship with the living God He walks with us and talks with us.  

 

C. Because He lives we are saved    (Romans 8:1) 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.”  

We no longer have to fear God’s wrath. It all fell upon our Savior at Calvary, and we know 

His sacrifice for our sin was accepted because He rose from the dead. Not only that, but we 

know that someday we will see our loved ones who died in Christ again. Someday, the great 

homecoming day will arrive and we shall see our love ones who died in the Lord again. Most 

of all, on that day we will see our Savior face to Face. O what a day that will be. 

 

Do you know this risen Savior?  If you do not you can know Him today! 

 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 

Because He lives, all fear is gone. 

Because I know He holds the future. 

And life is worth the living, just because He lives! 

 

Hymn #213 


