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KJV – I Corinthians 10:1-15 

 

“A New Convert and Old Temptations” 

Introduction: 

     Salvation is not a thing; it is a process in which God works out His Grace in the life of one He has 
quickened. The word “Salvation” comes from the Hebrew word “Yasa” meaning wide or roomy in 
contrast to narrow or restricted. The Greek verb for Salvation is “Sozo” meaning to save.  

Soter – “Saviour” 

Soteria – “Salvation” 

Soteria also translates meaning peace or wholeness. 

Yet this is an ongoing process that even many processors of this great gift do not understand. 

1. Justification – Past / have been saved from the penalty of sin. 

2. Sanctification – Present / currently being saved from the power of sin.  

3. Glorification – Future – will be saved from the presence of sin. 

Paul tells us in Romans 

Romans 5:12 

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned:  

But then there is Sozo – Salvation by grace through faith: 

II Corinthians 5:17 

17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new. 

While unbelievers may carry out good deeds, kind works and benevolent acts, those actions have 
no ultimate value before God because they do not have HIS Glory as their goal.  
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     There is a distinct difference between knowing about God, and knowing God. Being “Born Again” 
happens in a split second of time by the will and the work of a Sovereign God. 

Romans 9:15-16 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

John 1:12-13 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

     Born Again in a split second; The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

     But coming to know Christ; this is a lifetime of learning, walking, and being made like Him, “Being 
transformed” into His image. 

II Corinthians 3:18 

18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

     This transformation process is what I would like to speak about. This ongoing process known as 
Sanctification. The marks of Salvation; but for Salvation, not even for the new birth, but because of 
the new birth. 

I want to speak about a New Convert and Old Temptations: 

I Corinthians 10:1-15 

1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea; 

2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 

3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 

4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: 
and that Rock was Christ. 

5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 
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6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also 
lusted. 

7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, 
and rose up to play. 

8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty 
thousand. 

9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 

10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 

11 Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 

14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. 

15 I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say. 

     The lost man must be made to know by the Sovereign Grace of God that he is in need of Christ 
and Christ alone. Once they have been quicken and made alive, God gives faith and repentance to 
that new creation. Once a person is made to know this: there is nothing that thrills their heart 
anymore than knowing that Christ finished entirely the work for His people and that there is no 
uncertainty left.  

     By God’s Grace (God’s Riches at Christ Expense) the born again spirit is made wise to the things 
they need to know. They are given a new heart. God works both to will and to do according to His 
good pleasure, on His time and not ours. He has saved us, not for us to set around and collect the 
dust and dirt of the world but to bring Him honor and glory. How does a new convert with old 
temptations do this? 

     Paul writes this text to the Corinthians to show us some things about dealing with temptations.  

In verse 6 it tells us that: Now these things were our examples. 

In verse 11: Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples. 

     Paul wanted the Church at Corinth to learn from the past. Paul was dealing here with the danger 
of many people at Corinth having a false security. He was afraid that there were some within the 
Corinthian Church that had a false hope as in our day and age; because of church member-ship,  
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because of their baptism, because they said a prayer. Or because they were around and mixed with 
those of the faith, that they could just rest secure there and never really worry about their conduct.  

     Paul is giving a history lesson, so as to not have these mistakes repeated. To show that security of 
the believer is real. But security will bring forth not only preservation but a day to day 
perseverance of the Saints. And now these things were our examples: as Paul has written unto us as 
well.  

     Young Christians must know: that they will be tempted. 

I Peter 5:6-10 

6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 

7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: 

9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the world. 

10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have 
suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

     There is no temptation that you are going through that has not already been defeated through 
Christ. When tempted look unto Christ: 

Hebrews 4:15-16 

15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need. 

     Christ was tempted in all points just as we are tempted. When we encounter such temptations 
we can look to Him, come boldly to the throne of Grace for mercy and grace to help in our time of 
need.  

The key verse of this text this evening is verse thirteen: 

I Corinthians 10:13 

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 

Let’s unpack these verses to learn about the New Convert and Old Temptations. 
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I Corinthians 10:1-5 

1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea; 

2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 

3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 

4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: 
and that Rock was Christ. 

5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 

     Paul opens this chapter dealing with temptations using what the reader of that day could 
commonly relate to  which was ancient Israel in the wilderness of which the Apostle Paul was a 
descendant of. 

     Paul in particular asked the readers to remember to what had happened to Israel in the 
wilderness because of their freedom, without self-control.  

     Grace, frees one from the penalty of sin, but me friends honestly I must tell you on the authority 
of God’s Word if you have not been freed from the pleasure of sin then you have not been freed 
from the penalty of sin.  

I Corinthians 10:6 

6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also 
lusted. 

     These people had been freed from the bondage and the slavery of sin and Egypt. Bought by the 
price of the Passover lamb which was a type of Christ from the brick pits of Egypt.  

     They had Grace and freedom, yet they failed to exercise self-control and yield their selves to the 
will of God.  

     These are examples for us and let us learn from their mistakes: to the intent we should not lust 
after evil things, as they also lusted.  

I Corinthians 10:7 

7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, 
and rose up to play. 

     Idolatry, anything you put before God. 

They were tempted with gross sexual immorality which followed by excessive feasting.  
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I Corinthians 10:8 

8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty 
thousand. 

Numbers 25:1-9 

I Corinthians 10:9 

9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 

Exodus 17:2-7 

Numbers 21:5-9 

     God wants us to trust Him, not to tempt Him in the sense of doubting His very words and 
promises to us.  

I Corinthians 10:10 

10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 

Numbers 14:1-2 

Numbers 14:26-29 

Philippians 2:12-15 

12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 

15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 

16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain. 

I Corinthians 10:11-12 

11 Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 

     These are examples given to us.  
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     If you say you’re in Christ, if you say you stand, then take heed and learn from these examples or 
you will fall. If you say you’re in Christ, if you say you’re preserved then you will Persevere.  

     If you’re not persevering then you are not preserved; you are only pickled in your own self 
deluded idea of religion. Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 

II Peter 1:8-10 

8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old sins. 

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do 
these things, ye shall never fall: 

     New Converts, young Christians, babes in Christ, older mature Christians, deacons, preachers, 
pastors-teachers and elders will all endure temptations. 

I Corinthians 10:13 

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 

     You are not going through anything that someone has not already gone through, and that One in 
Christ has not already went through and over came through Christ. Even Jesus was tempted in all 
points, yet without sin.  

I Corinthians 10:14-15 

14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. 

15 I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say. 

But how can I know Pastor, how can I be assured I’m in Him? How can I give diligence to make my 
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall. 

     Are you persevering through these temptations? 

     Or are you yielding to the pleasures of these temptations? 

I Corinthians 10:13 

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 
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     Who is your provider?  Is it Christ and Christ Alone? Is your trust in Him, turn to Him, can you get 
strength from Him? Have been made alive in Him, by Him and through Him? When tempted, do you 
have the power to persevere through the temptations.  

     You see friends we make our calling sure by Him speaking to us by grace with saving faith. But 
we make our election sure each and every day by persevering and coming to know more and more 
about Christ and being transformed into His image.  

Romans 12:1-2 

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

     If this is working in you then you can know this, even in the darkest hours of the temptation. 

Romans 8:28-30 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

 

 

 

 


