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Alfred Krupp, the Prussian operator of a company that forced Jews to work 
as slaves in Nazi Germany and thus brought many Jews to their deaths, was so in 
dread of death himself that it is said he never forgave anyone who brought up the 
subject in his presence. All his employees were strictly forbidden, under fear of 
discharge to speak of death when he was about. A relative of his wife, who was 
visiting with them, died suddenly, and Krupp fled from the house in terror. Later, 
when his wife remonstrated with him about his act, he forsook her and never lived 
with her again. As he sensed age taking its toll, he offered his physician a sum 
amounting to one million dollars if he would prolong his life ten years. Of course 
no doctor can guarantee life to anyone, and Krupp died. It is evident that most 
people fear death. It seems to be the last taboo subject. Of course, culture will 
depict death on television many, many times. However, talking about death is not 
popular. We will tend to use a euphemism like “passing away” instead of using the 
word “death.” 

Even in Christian culture, death is often the subject that no one wants to 
discuss. Maybe part of that reason is that many versions of Christianity offer little 
hope for having an answer to death. For instance, some people think that the body 
is evil and the soul is good, so therefore death is simply “shuffling off this mortal 
coil” so that we can really start living. In fact, they often expand their definition of 
evil to include everything that you can see, hear, feel, smell, or touch. That's all 
bad, according to them, and only the things that you cannot see are good. To put it 
mildly, this is not what the Bible teaches. Yes, our world is tainted by sin. But God 
created this world. The stuff we see that God made in this world is therefore NOT 
inherently evil. We do not receive any comfort, however, from saying that the 
body is evil. It is not comforting to tell someone who is dying, or who is about to 
be bereaved, “It's all right: they're only getting rid of that stupid, evil body. You 
don't think that they want to live in that evil body forever, do you?” Other people 
seem to think that death is in itself life. They seem to think that Christianity is all 
about going to heaven when you die. Now, we do go to heaven when we die. But 
that is not a description of the eternal state: it is rather a description of the state of 
death! Eternal life is the state of having a resurrected body reunited with our souls. 
The reason this is all important is that if we have no clear idea about death and 
resurrection, then we will have no reasons to hope. John, in this part of Revelation, 
is going to give us lots of reasons to hope. Those reasons are centered on his 
explanation of two deaths and two resurrections. 

You will notice that there is a pictorial representation of what we are going 
to talk about in your bulletin. We are going to look at that in a minute. The first 



thin we need to look at is the word “first.” Many people looking at this passage 
think that the first resurrection is a bodily resurrection that occurs before the 
millenial kingdom, where the martyrs are raised from the dead and experience the 
thousand year reign with Jesus. There are two problems with this. The first 
problem is that the word “first” refers to things that happen in this world in this 
age. When John makes a contrast between “first” and “second,” he is making a 
contrast between two ages: this present age, and the age to come. Bodily 
resurrection only happens in the age to come, and yet John describes it here with 
the word that refers to this age. The second problem with a bodily resurrection 
view of the first resurrection is found in verse 6. There, John says that the second 
death has no power over those who take part in the first resurrection. This is where 
things start to get somewhat difficult, so pay attention. The second death is the 
casting of the evil person into the lake of fire for all eternity. What can save us 
from that? Not a literal bodily resurrection! For John tells us that all unbelievers 
who go into the lake of fire will be resurrected in their literal bodies! So the first 
resurrection has to be something other than a bodily resurrection. With the early 
church father Augustine, I believe that the first resurrection refers to the 
resurrection of the soul in regeneration. Regeneration is what saves us from the 
second death. Those who are regenerated have no fear of the second death. Those 
who are regenerated cannot be cast into the lake of fire. So that's why I have the 
first resurrection, in the lower left corner of the diagram, pointing towards the 
second death, and saying that regeneration saves us from the second death. Paul, 
of course, describes regeneration in resurrection language in Ephesians 2, when he 
says that we were made alive in Christ Jesus. 

The next thing to notice is that the first resurrection leads inevitably to the 
second resurrection. The resurrection of our souls in regeneration guarantees the 
event that will happen someday when we receive our glorified bodies. That 
guarantee was established by the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For He established the beginning of the resurrection by His own resurrection from 
the dead. His resurrection is the firstfruits, or the down payment of the resurrection 
of all believers. This is how Paul describes Jesus' resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15. 

The glory of Jesus' resurrection from the dead is not limited to this 
connection between the two resurrections, however. Just as Christ established the 
connection between the two resurrections, He also severed the connection between 
the two deaths. If you look at the top of the diagram, you will see this. When 
Adam and Eve brought sin into this world, they established a connection between 
the two deaths. They brought about the state of sin and death, where a person faces 
not only the death of the body, but also the eternal death of the soul and the body. 
Furthermore, they would face the second death immediately after the first death. 
However, when Jesus Christ was raised from the dead, He severed that connection 
between the two deaths. It is no longer inevitable that people's body would die, 



and their souls immediately afterward. God prevented that from happening to 
everyone. If a person believes in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, thus putting his 
faith in that perfect Savior, the connection to the second death is broken, and 
instead the believer experiences two resurrections. As you can see from the 
surrounding curved lines, the unbeliever only experiences one resurrection, that of 
the body. But immediately after that resurrection, the unbeliever will experience 
the second death, and so he has two deaths, but only one resurrection. The 
believer, on the other hand, only experiences one death, the death of the body, but 
experiences two resurrections. 

In almost every way, in fact, the believer's experience is a mirror image of 
the unbeliever. Christians still experience death. It is the ironic consequence of the 
regeneration we have. While our souls are made alive, our bodies still have to die, 
unless Christ comes back before we do die. But the unbeliever experiences the 
resurrection of the body only to be thrown into the lake of fire. 

I believe that this is what Alfred Krupp, the German killer, actually feared: 
not only death itself, but what he feared lay beyond it. People have always feared 
this. It is immortalized in Shakespeare's play “Hamlet,” in the speech where 
Hamlet begins by saying, “To be or not to be, that is the question.” He asks 
whether it is nobler to die or to fight evil. But then he talks about sleeping and 
dreaming. And in the word “to dream” Hamlet says “Aye, there's the rub.” For 
what happens when we “dream?” Just as children are sometimes afraid of the dark 
because it is unknown what is there, so also people are afraid of death. And there 
is good reason, if the person is an unbeliever. For the Bible tells us what awaits us 
after death. Either we experience one resurrection and two deaths, as the 
unbeliever does; or we experience one death and two resurrections, as the believer 
does. Which route will you travel? There is no middle or third option. You are 
either dead or alive. There is no middle ground between dead and alive. So which 
way will you go? 

A second question to ask is this: if you worry about the future, then there is 
no need. For the Christian, Christ has taken the sting out of death. He has broken 
the connection between the first and second death. Instead of being on the road 
from first death to second death, if you believe in Jesus Christ, then you are on the 
road from first resurrection to second resurrection. This is the road you want to be 
on. And if you are on it, there is nothing to fear, for Christ has conquered death, 
and taken its sting away, as Paul would say. Some people are often nervous about 
how they would feel if they knew their future. But here is the future for those who 
trust in Christ! We know the end of the story. We do not have to live as people who 
don't know the end of the story. We do know it. For those who will not put their 
trust in Christ, you need to know that your goal is the second death. That is the 
road you walk. That is the road of misery, despair, hopelessness, fear and constant 
worry. But if you are on the other road, that is the path of joy, peace, hope, trust 



and constant reliance on the God Who is so reliable. 
Thirdly, do you see this life from the perspective of the future? This could 

be said to be the primary application of the entire book of Revelation. Most of the 
time, we've got blinkers on. All we see is the present time. Or, if we do look to the 
future, we look with worry and anxiety. The point of the text here is that if we look 
back on the present time from the perspective of an absolutely certain future that is 
far brighter than we can possibly imagine, then the burden of worry and anxiety 
lifts from our shoulders. That doesn't mean that we will be carefree, and free from 
all sorrow. Death is something over which we grieve, since death exists because of 
the Fall. Death and sin are really the same thing. However, we know that our God 
has conquered death and sin with His mighty arm and outstretched hand. He 
conquered sin/Death just as thoroughly as He conquered Egypt and Egypt's gods 
in the time of the Exodus. When you read the Bible, you are reading an account of 
how God fixed what we messed up, by sending His Son Jesus to do what Adam 
should have done, and to fix what Adam broke. And in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, we find the greatest possible climax to this pattern. Just 
compare resurrection to creation, for a minute, and you will see what I mean. 
Creation in the Bible is God speaking something into existence that did not exist 
before. That takes a far greater power than we can imagine. However, the things 
that God commanded to exist were only non-existent before. Death is much more 
properly the opposite of life than simple non-existence. Therefore, the resurrection 
was greater than the creation. And consider this as well: not only was God 
working opposite the death of Jesus, but also against the entire weight of our sin 
and death, which was laid on Jesus Christ. That entire burden was laid on Jesus. 
And when Jesus was raised from the dead, that burden simply exploded off of 
Jesus' back. He destroyed it, and it no longer exists. Our sin and guilt are now 
eradicated by the resurrection of Christ. Is this what you see when you look into 
the future, or, better yet, when you look at the present from the perspective of the 
future? It is a future bright with promise, bright with the absence of all sin, guilt, 
frustration, worry, and anxiety. The point is that we can start to live that way now. 
We have the down-payment of the second resurrection because we have the first 
resurrection. And the first guarantees the second. Christ is risen! He is risen 
indeed! 


