
 
Paul Prays For Power: A Call To Hunger For Power (Eph 3:16-17a) (Part I) 

• Paul’s prayers, similar in many regards, one thing he often prays for is power  

• Is it wrong for a Christian to desire & pray for power? No, not God’s power  

• Much of Christianity today is marked by powerlessness and ineffectiveness  

• Paul prayed for God’s power  to be manifest in our lives: in two key petitions   

• God would strengthen us with His might through His Spirit (vv16-17a) 

• We would have power to grasp limitless dimensions of the love of Christ (17b-19) 

I. God Would Strengthen Us with His Might through His Spirit (vv 16-17a) 

• Paul’s first petition: pray for power- why? Without it we are helpless (1:18-19)  

• Paul’s prayer for power is more specific in v. 16, raises important questions 

a) Where does He pray for this power? Vs 16 in our “inner man” 

• 2 Cor 4: 16-18 the outer man of flesh – fading away, inner man being renewed 

• Heart beat of Paul’s prayer is that God would display His mighty power in the domain of 

our being which controls our character & prepares us for heaven. 

b) What Purpose Does This Power Have? 

• Paul wanted know Christ’s power and also he wanted to know His sufferings  

• Trinitarian prayer: (14) He asks the Father that we might be strengthened through His 

Spirit (16) so Christ might dwell in our hearts through faith (17) 

• Paul’s prayer for power is that we would know more of Christ dwelling in us  

c) With what measure of resource is this prayer for power to be answered?  

• Vs 16 “according to the riches of His glory” all Christ secured on the Cross  

• Every blessing comes through Jesus Christ – (Titus 2:13,14, 3:4-7; Phil 4:19) 

• Paul’s plea is for power to be more like Christ in this dark & fallen world 


