
BOOK OF EZRA
THE HAND OF THE LORD

EZRA 7:1-28

Introduction
Everything in our service for the LORD is dependent on the hand of the
LORD being upon us!  If the LORD’s hand of blessing is upon us, we will
not lack anything as we depend on Him!  Because the meeting of our need or
needs is not dependent on our resources that we have in hand, but rather on the
blessing of the LORD in our lives!

How much do we really prize the Lord’s blessing in our lives?  Do we really
want and seek God’s blessing in our personal life, in our family, and in our
service for the Lord?

There are a number of men in Scripture who were especially blessed of God:
Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, and David are some prominent examples. 

But we see here in Ezra 7 that Ezra was also a man whom God blessed, even
though he may not be as well known to us.  After studying 6 chapters in the
Book of Ezra we finally are introduced to him here in chapter 7.

Understand that there is a 57-58 year gap between the events in chapters 6 and
7. The temple had been rebuilt under the ministries of Zerubbabel and Jeshua,
aided by the preaching of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah. 

Those who had returned to Israel during that first wave were either dead or
very old by now. They had settled into the land and many of them had begun
to just blend together with the pagans of the land. 

The walls of Jerusalem still had not been rebuilt at this juncture, which left the
city vulnerable to attack.  So, God raised up Ezra and later we will see he
raised up Nehemiah to bring spiritual reform to His people.

Both men were born in Babylon and had close connections with King
Artaxerxes. No doubt they both enjoyed comfortable living conditions there. 

But we will see that both Ezra and Nehemiah were burdened about the
spiritual condition of the people that had returned to the land.  
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We will see that both of them were willing to give up their comfortable
situations in Babylon and endure hardships and problems to bring about
change to God’s people. 

But when we look at the overwhelming nature of what these men set out to do,
we might wonder how could they ever accomplish this?

The answer of course occurs in a phrase that first occurs three times in our
chapter, and then five times in the rest of Ezra and Nehemiah: it was by God’s
hand was on these men! (Ezra 7:6, 9, 28; 8:18, 22, 31; Nehemiah 2:8, 18)

“God’s hand” or “God’s good hand” is another way of saying “God’s
providential blessing.”  God blessed both of these men and blessed their
labors for Him!  There are some principles that we find here that can be
beneficial to us if we want God’s blessing or God’s hand to rest on us! 

I. THE LORD’S HAND OF BLESSING CAME ON EZRA AS HE
PREPARED HIS HEART! 
There are admonitions and examples in Scripture about the need to
prepare our hearts:  

One example can be found early in the ministry of the Prophet Samuel,
when the ark of God had been taken by the Philistines because of
Israel’s sin and the sins of Eli and his sons.  

The LORD plagued the Philistines and every place they took the ark,
so they asked the men of Kirjathjearim (a city of the Gibeonites) to
come up and get it...it stayed there for 20 long years. Scripture says
that “...all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD”

1 Samuel 7:3  And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If
ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the
strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts
unto the LORD, and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the
hand of the Philistines. 
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In 2 Chronicles 12:14 we see another example—a negative example— 
as we are told that Solomon’s son Rehoboam...“...did evil, because he
prepared not his heart to seek the LORD.”

But Ezra Prepared His Heart:
A. Ezra Prepared His Heart To Seek The Law Of The Lord! 

(Vs 10;  Cf. Vs 6)
To have God’s hand of blessing on us, we MUST seek God’s
Word.  (i.e.  Study His Word!)

Psalm 1:1-3  1  Blessed is the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2  But his delight is in the law
of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 
3  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that
bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

2 Timothy 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth. 

B. Ezra Prepared In Order To Obey God’s Word!  
Matthew 7:24  Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which
built his house upon a rock: 

Matthew 7:26  And every one that heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man,
which built his house upon the sand: 

C. Ezra Prepared In Order To Teach God’s Word To Others!  
To have God’s hand of blessing on us, we must prepare
ourselves by first seeking and then obeying His Word, with a
view to teaching others! (1 Timothy 4:6, 11-16)
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The connection between Ezra and God’s Word is repeated no
less than eight times! (7:6, 10, 11, 12, 14, 21, 25, and 26)

There is a definite correlation between our commitment to
know and obey God’s Word and His hand of blessing being
upon us!

II. SO HOW SHOULD WE APPLY THIS IN OUR OWN LIVES?
A. All Of Us Should Seek The LORD’s Blessing On Our Lives

Above All Else!
1. Understand That The LORD’s Blessing Is The Only

Blessing That Counts Both Now And In Eternity!
God’s blessing doesn’t guarantee a trouble free life. 
But even in the midst of troubles and trials we can 
sense both God’s presence and help!

The world’s blessings promise happiness but deliver
ultimate emptiness and pain. 

Yet most people, and sadly, even many professing
Christians, live for the world’s blessings. 

If you gain and die with the world’s blessings, but lack
God’s blessing, what do you have?  You are poor
indeed! 

But, if you live and die with God’s blessings, even
though you lack what the world calls “blessing,” you
are truly blessed! 

2. Understand That The LORD’s Blessing Flows
Through Family Lines.
Verses 1-5 trace Ezra’s family lineage back through 16
forefathers to Aaron the chief priest, brother of Moses.

  

Page 4 of  12



BOOK OF EZRA
THE HAND OF THE LORD

EZRA 7:1-28

The point of the genealogy is to show that Ezra was
qualified as a priest to teach God’s law.

You may be thinking: “If God’s blessing flows through
family lines, that’s not fair! What if I came from a
godless family? What hope is there for me to experience
God’s blessing?”

Listen, we should never ask God to be fair with us! 
We all need God’s grace and mercy, not fairness. 

But, understand that there is great hope for any of us,
because we can be the start of a long heritage of God’s
blessing on our children and grandchildren. 

We can’t do anything about our relatives who came
before us, but we can do some things that will positively
affect those that come after us! 

Psalm 128:1-6

No matter how bad of a family we had before us, if we
will follow the LORD, we can have God’s blessing and
in our obedience to the LORD we can also be the source
of great blessing to our children and grandchildren,
perhaps for many generations.

This genealogy should also serve as a warning to us
who have been blessed with godly parents. 

Aaron had some sons who were consecrated as priests,
but they did not obey the LORD and He struck them
dead with fire from heaven!  (Lev. 10:1-3) 
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Aaron also had a grandson, Phinehas (Ezra 7:5), who
took bold action for God so that a plague was stopped
among the Israelites. Israel had fallen for the plot of
Balaam, who counseled the Midianite king to seduce
Israel into idolatry through intermarriage. An Israelite
man brazenly had brought a Midianite woman into his
tent in the sight of all Israel. Phinehas took a spear,
went into the tent, and pierced them both through, 
while they were in the act of immorality!

As a result of Phinehas’ bold action, the Lord told
Moses that He was giving to Phinehas His covenant of
peace, and then added, Numbers 25:13  And he shall
have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an
everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his
God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel. 

So Phinehas’ bold obedience resulted in blessing on his
descendants for hundreds of years, right down to Ezra!

The lesson for us who have godly parents is, we can
either disobey the Lord and deprive our descendants of
God’s blessing, or we can be bold in obeying the Lord
and bring His blessing on our descendants. 

But the point stands in Scripture, that God’s blessing
flows through family lines. We never obey or sin in
isolation. That should motivate us to follow the Lord!

3. Understand That The LORD’s Blessing Refers To
Him Doing Above And Beyond What Human Effort
Can Produce Or Expect.
Look at John 6:5-6 for an example. 
The disciples didn’t have sufficient resources to even
give the crowd just a little to eat. 
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But we see that Jesus could do far beyond what human
calculations and effort could ever hope to do. 

The result is found in John 6:11-13.  

God’s hand of blessing on Ezra is seen in that this
pagan king “granted him all his request” (7:6). 

The king’s grant is stated in the letter that he gave to
Ezra (7:12-26, written in Aramaic). 

To summarize, the king granted five things: 
(1) He authorized Ezra to go to Jerusalem and

insure that God’s law was both taught and
observed. (7:14, 25) 

(2) He provided a generous grant to buy supplies
and temple vessels for the temple worship.
(7:15-20)

(3) He commanded the treasurers in the provinces to
supplement anything else that Ezra needed, up to
pretty hefty sum. (7:21-22)

(4) He exempted all temple officials and workers
from taxation. (7:24)  And, 

(5) He authorized Ezra to set up a judicial system to
see that these laws were obeyed and that
violators were properly punished. (7:25-26)

That is, no doubt, far more than Ezra dreamed that a
pagan king would grant to him.  
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From the king’s perspective, it was wise and
cost-effective policy. He had already had trouble with
Egypt revolting.  Maybe he figured that if he granted
these Jews political and religious self-governance, they
would live contentedly under his reign. 

Also, we know his superstitions motivated him: He
didn’t want to incur the wrath of the God of heaven.
(7:23) 

By providing generously for the people who followed
this God to worship Him as He prescribed, Artaxerxes
hoped that this God would be nice to him and his sons. 

But God used the king’s superstitions and political
strategies to bless His people through His servant Ezra.

Verse 27 makes it clear that it was none other than God
who put it into the king’s heart to beautify the house
of the Lord in Jerusalem. 

But Ezra still had to go and ask for it. (7:6) 
Sometimes the Bible compresses a lot into a passing
phrase (“the king granted him all his request” 7:6)! 

To go before such a powerful king and his counselors
and princes (7:28) and ask for such extravagant
provisions for a subject people whom the king easily
could have exterminated, took some courage! 

The source of Ezra’s strength is stated: “And I was
strengthened as the hand of the LORD my God was
upon me” (7:28).
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God's blessing involves and requires our working, and
yet it goes far beyond anything that we can do. 

Philippians 2:12-13 12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye
have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but
now much more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling.  13  For it is God
which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure. 

We should covet for our life, for our children and
grandchildren, and for our ministry that God would
work far beyond our effort, ability, or expectation. 

All Of Us Should Seek The LORD's Blessing On Our Lives
Above All Else!

B. The LORD’s Blessings Come To Those Who Study And
Obey His Word!
Now we know that Ezra was specially gifted for the role of
teaching God’s Word, and that not all are so gifted. 

But whether you are gifted to teach in a formal way or not, you
are nonetheless required to learn God’s Word so that you know
how He wants you to live. 

Every Christian should want to live in a manner pleasing to the
Lord. To do so, we must grow in our understanding of His
Word.

Modern critics sit in judgment on God’s Word. The proper
order is to allow the Word to sit in judgment on us!

Bible scholars believe that Ezra wrote the longest Psalm and
longest chapter in the Bible—Psalm 119, which exalts God’s
Word for 176 acrostic verses. 
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Ezra 7:6 says that he was “a ready scribe in the law of Moses.”
The word “ready” implies that Ezra was quick to understand
and put together the various parts of God’s Word. 

While giftedness has something to do with it, this also requires
effort and practice. Ezra had “prepared his heart to seek the
law of the LORD...” (7:10)  It was a deliberate decision on his
part to spend time in God’s Word!

Even if you are gifted, studying God’s Word will not happen
automatically and spontaneously!  You have to discipline
yourself to do it, and the minute you let up, other things will
crowd out the Word! 

We all lead busy lives. We all have the same number of hours
in our day.  We all must make decisions about how we spend
those hours.   How much time do we choose to spend in God’s
Word?  It is a personal choice.

When we do spend time in the Word, we need to make sure that
our bottom line is to be obedient to it.  Ezra “prepared his
heart” not only to seek God’s Word, but also “to do it.” (7:10) 

It is nonsense to say that we want God’s blessing while we are
knowingly living in disobedience to His Word! 

The goal of Bible study is not to fill our heads with facts,
although facts are important. It is to change our hearts and lives
into conformity to the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Note, by the way, that Artaxerxes trusted Ezra’s character and
integrity to the extent that he gave him enormous material
resources and told him to use it for the temple. If anything was
left, he told him to do with it according to the will of his God!
(7:18) 
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Ezra’s obedience was obvious to this pagan king. Our
obedience should be obvious to those in the world who know
us!

C. The Study And Obedience Of God’s Word Are
Foundational For Us Being Able To Teach It To Others!
Again, we know that not everyone is gifted to teach in a public
setting. But whatever we have gleaned from God’s Word and
incorporated into our daily lives ought to be passed on to others
whom God puts in our circle of influence. 

If we teach others what we know in our head but do not
practice it in our life, we become like the scribes and Pharisees
of Jesus’ day—hypocrites. 

This does not mean that we must be perfect before we teach
God’s Word, but it does call for the integrity of admitting our
shortcomings and the honest effort to apply it to ourselves.

One of the things I have to guard against in teaching and
preaching God’s Word each week is to make sure that I don’t
fall into the trap of just studying the Word so that I can tell
everyone else how they should live, but failing to apply it in my
own life first!

D. The Final End Of The LORD’s Blessing Should Be Our
Glorifying Him For His Abundant Mercy.
After Ezra cites the incredible letter from King Artaxerxes, he
breaks forth in praise to God! (7:27-28)

Ezra didn’t take credit for devoting himself to studying God’s
Word or for his bold presentation to the king. He gave all the
credit to God for His abundant mercy! 
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Any good that appears in anyone’s heart, whether in a believer’s heart
or in the heart of a pagan king, comes from God who deserves all the
glory! When God blesses us, our response should be to bless God for
His great mercy in using such imperfect vessels as we are!
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