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Author: Gospel of John

John: the disciple/apostle, brother of James and son of Zebedee

• Eye witness account of Jesus (Life/Death/Resurrection)

– 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 

we have seen his glory

– 19:35 (Speaking in 3rd person) He who saw it has borne 

witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is 

telling the truth—that you also may believe.

• Disciple of Jesus Christ

– 13:23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table 

at Jesus’ side (19:26, 20:2, 21:20, 21:24-25)

John also wrote 1, 2 & 3 John (epistles) and Revelation

• Purpose of John’s epistle: 1 John 5:13 I write these things to 

you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may 

know that you have eternal life. 2



COMPARISON OF SYNOPTIC GOSPELS

WITH THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

SYNOPTIC

GOSPELS

GOSPEL

OF JOHN

Portrait

of Christ

God-MAN

His HUMANITY

GOD-man

His DEITY

Perspective Historical Spiritual

Beginning

Begin with a human genealogy 

and

fulfillment of Jewish prophecy

Begins with a Divine revelation 

and

eternal existence

Unique

Material

Matthew = 42%,

Mark = 7%, Luke = 59%

92% Unique

Seven "I Am" Statements

Discourse

More Public

Focus is on Jesus

& the crowds

More Private

Focus is on Jesus

& individuals

Teaching

Emphasis

More on ethical, practical

WHAT Jesus Taught

More on Person of Christ

WHO Jesus is

Main Geographic

Focus of Ministry

Mainly in North

around Galilee

Mainly around Jerusalem

at time of Feasts
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Matthew 16:15 Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” 

2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 

godliness, through the knowledge of him (Jesus)

1 Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to 

which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the 

presence of many witnesses.

Hebrews 12:2  Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 

the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Why did John write this gospel? 

John 20:30-31 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book, 31 but these things are written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 

eternal life in his name.

• What was written in this gospel is divinely guided and sufficient to fulfill the 

purpose of the gospel 

• The gospel is written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God

• And that by believing you may have eternal life in his name 4


