
James 4:8b 

Purity 

Ascending God’s holy hill… 

 

I. Approaching God 

 A. The Problem of Sin 

 B. The Need for Mediation 

  1. The High Priest 

  2. The Great High Priest 

  3. The Holy Priesthood 

 

II. Pursuing Purity 

 A. The Ongoing Endeavor 

 B. Sanctification 

 

III. Practicing Holiness 

 A. My Hands 

 B. My Heart 

 C. My Life 

… and dwelling there. 

 

Children, Listen … 

1. How can sinful people be with God? 

2. Who is the only One who is perfectly holy? 

3. Where do we learn about what is holy and good and what is 

not? 

4. While we will always deal with sin in our lives, should we still 

strive to always do what is right? 

5. What will help you to deal with impure thoughts and sinful 

actions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacred striving 

The Bible clearly puts to rest the idea that any sinner can attain 

a level of holiness that will make us acceptable to God by our 

own efforts. Thankfully that impossible dilemma has been 

satisfied by the atoning work of our holy mediator Jesus Christ. 

But that wonderful fact by no means allows saints to be at all 

satisfied with the indwelling sin we all struggle with. In fact it is 

the very truth that we have been forgiven in Christ that should 

inspire us to pursue the things that are pleasing to God all the 

more. James has already dealt sharply with the issue of our 

tongues – now he directly addresses the issue of our hands and 

our heart – in other words our deeds and our wills, the seat of 

our affections. We have been sanctified in Christ – we are His 

sacred people – but we are being sanctified and we are to be 

self-aware of the process and actively engaged in it – willing 

participants in the pursuit of holiness. An ongoing assessment of 

our words, deeds, thoughts and motives will help us to see 

clearly our need for purification. The devout believer will be 

uneasy with the impurities that regularly plague them. If it is truly 

your desire to be holy in life, seek His face, seek His grace and 

with God’s help strive to live your sacred life wholly and holily 

unto Him.  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me” Psalm 51:10 


