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[Sun. Apr. 20, 2014] Philippians Series, Introduction – Craig A. Thurman 
 
Introduction to the Book of Philippians 
The book of Philippians was dictated by the apostle Paul (vs.1) when he was a 
prisoner (Phl. 1.7, 13) in Rome (4.22 Caesar’s mention) and the postscript to the 
book tells us that it was transcribed by Epaphroditus.  It is believed to have been 
written in the year 59 or 60 A.D.  It might be that this book was written during his 
first appearance before the judgment seat of Nero.  It could be that after a 
preliminary hearing he was granted some liberty to travel while chained to a 
Roman soldier, during which time he revisited some of the churches.  (Eph.6.20 
refers to his bondage, meaning chain a!lusij.)  But this fact is difficult to prove 

with certainty in Scripture.  However, Paul had hopes of seeing the Philippian 
church again.   
 

Phl. 1.19 For I know that this shall turn to my salvation … 
24 I shall abide and continue with you … 
26  That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my 
coming to you again. 
27 … whether I come and see you, or else be absent … 
2.24 But I trust in the Lord that I also myself shall come shortly. 

 
Let me introduce the church at Philippi to you first by giving the history of the 
missionary expedition found in the book of the Acts of the Apostles, that led to 
the establishment of this church.  We begin with the church located in the city of 
Antioch.   
 
Its situation is northward from Jerusalem, in Syria.  As with so many churches that 
sprang up after the persecution of Saul, whose name shall be changed to Paul 
after his conversion to Christ, we have no information about their organization 
into a N.T. church.   But none of us would question the authenticity of each of 
these churches.  If the Lord did not, neither should we.  We must conclude that 
these Jewish, baptized believers (Acts 11.19) had been scattered from the church 
at Jerusalem by severe persecution (Acts 8.1), and organized, without a clergy or 
presbytery, preacher, teacher, and without any associational affiliation 
whatsoever into churches throughout Israel and into Syria.  It is in one of these 
self-constituted, Jewish churches, the church at Antioch, where prophets and 
teachers that were serving the Lord and fasting, were given commandment to 
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separate Paul and Barnabas for the-first-ever missionary endeavor to the nations 
of the Gentiles.  (Acts 13.1-3)  The Word of God has begun to reach the gentiles in 
Acts chapter 10 [Cornelius and his house.]  But this marks the first serious 
excursion into the nations or various ethnicities of the world.  And so, the 
Scriptures tell us that they were sent of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 13.4)  Immediately 
these men headed toward the seaport of Saleucia, where John Mark might have 
joined with them,  and they took ship to the nearby island of Cyprus, the home of 
Barnabas.  (Acts 4.36)  Having gone through the island preaching Christ, from 
Salamis to Paphos, one end to the other, from east to west, they then took to the 
mainland and to the city of Perga or a coastal city in present-day Turkey.  (Acts 
13.4-6, 13)  However, John Mark leaves them to return to Jerusalem.  (vs.14)  
From here Paul and Barnabas go to Pisidia, Antioch.   Here we read as many as 
were ordained to life believed. Acts 13.48    And many there did believe on Christ 
in this city.  But because of the envy of the some religious Jews, the greater part 
of the prominent people in the city raised up a persecution and had them expelled 
from this place.  (Acts 13.50)  From this city Paul and Barnabas traveled to 
Iconium, where they remained for a long time.  (14.3)  After threats of being 
stoned became imminent they fled to Lystra (Acts 14.5, 6) where Paul was in fact 
apprehended, stoned and left for dead. (14.19)  But the Scriptures state that he 
rose up, and came into the city.  (Acts 14.20)  And shortly afterwards went back to 
and Derbe.  After this, and establishing churches in these cities (Acts 14.23),  they 
went back through all of these cities, caught a ship nest to Perga, called Attalia, 
sailed back to Saleucia, and returned to the church at Antioch.   
 
Having returned to Antioch they shared how that the Lord had opened to the 
Gentiles the door of faith.  They abode there in this church for a long time.  (Acts 
14.27, 28)   
 
After some time false teachers from Jerusalem had come to Antioch trying to 
draw disciples into the Law of Moses.  This heresy resulted in the Antioch church 
sending Paul, Barnabas, and others to Jerusalem to settle this matter by a 
thorough examination of the Scriptures.  James, pastor at the Jerusalem church, 
finally speaks to the matter and recommends particular application of their 
findings. (Acts 15.13-21)  It was then that the occasion for Silas, a man of their 
own company, which refers to the Jerusalem church’s distinct autonomy, arises to 
return to the Antioch church with Paul, Barnabas, and others.  It was some time 
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after this that Paul expresses his desire visit the Gentile churches and confirm 
them in the faith.   
 
After a sharp disagreement between Paul and Barnabas over whether John Mark 
should accompany them on this missionary trip, they separated company.  
Barnabas took John Mark and went home to the island of Cyprus and Paul chose 
Silas to go with him to preach Christ to the Gentiles.  (Acts 15.36-40)     
 
This particular trip appears to have been routed differently from the previous 
one.  Instead of taking to the Mediterranean Sea, they travel over land confirming 
those churches through Syria and Cilicia, then arrive in Derbe.  Here, among some 
of the last churches established during the first missionary journey, they bring 
Timothy with them, a young man well reported of by the Gentile brethren in 
Lystra and Iconium.  (Acts 16.1, 2)   
 
Now, as Paul and his missionary entourage went to these newly established 
churches he delivered to them the decrees, do<gmata , that is, the results of the 

Jerusalem conference and probably doctrines newly formulated from the recent 
revelations concerning Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the evangelistic outreach into 
all nations.  By these decrees these churches could be founded early and properly 
upon the basic terms of the New Covenant, until the Scriptures begin to be 
penned and circulated.    
 
Paul, Silas, and Timothy, in this second missionary journey, after visiting these 
churches began to press even further into the nations; into Galatia, then trying to 
go into Asia, but were forbidden to go by the Holy Ghost; then into Mysia, but 
were not allowed to go into Bithynia as well.  It became evident that a northward 
expansion of the Word of God was not for either this time or this people.  It is 
then that they descended into the city of Troas where Paul had a vision of a man 
in Macedonia bidding him to Come over … and help us.  It was here when Luke, 
later called by the apostle Paul the beloved physician (Col.4.14), joined with them 
in their missionary endeavors.  (Acts 16.10, notice the change in the pronoun 
from they to we.)   
 
Immediately they set sail to cross the Aegean Sea and arrived at Neapolis, from 
which Philippi was situated but a couple of miles.  Philippi is called the chief city of 
that part of Macedonia.  It is a Roman colony. (Acts 16.6-13)  The city was name 
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after Phillip, king of Macedon, whose son was Alexander.  Alexander is the same 
who lamented that there were no more kingdoms to conquer.  (cf. Dan.8.5; 11.4 
of Alexander) 

After being in this city for a number of days (Acts 16.13), Paul, with Silas, Timothy, 
and Luke went out to a river on the sabbath day where it was customary for the 
women to resort for prayer.  There they began to share the Word of God with 
them.  It was then that the Lord opened the heart of one named Lydia, and 
afterward those of her household as well.  (Acts 16.14, 15)  After her conversion 
she insists that they reside at her house for the duration of their stay. (Acts 16.15, 
40)  Lydia and her house constitute the first church at Philippi being the first 
members.   

Remember, where two or three are gathered together in my name 
constitutes a N. T. church.  It isn’t when they learn so much truth.  It isn’t 
when they grow to a more suitable number.  It is when two or three 
properly baptized believers come together for the purposes of witnessing 
Christ by obeying His commandments.  That is what a church is in its 
simplest form.   

Remaining in Philippi for many days after this, the Scriptures tell us, a young lady 
began to follow Paul, and the brethren with him, proclaiming to all as they went 
about that These men are the servants of the most high God, which show unto us 
the way of salvation. (Acts 16.17)  It was not that they associated with her, 
because I can assure you that they did not, but that she associated with them.  
She was not of the faith of Christ.  Her association with them would confuse their 
ministry of Jesus Christ with her demonic driven practices.  Doubtless, she was 
known to all in the city to be a diviner.  She was possessed with a spirit of 
divination.  To make a distinction between the servants of God and this demon 
possessed damsel, Paul ultimately casts the demon out of her, and by so doing 
strikes a serious blow to the profits of her masters.   As a result these 
businessmen apprehended both Paul and Silas (Somehow Luke and Timothy were 
spared apprehension.)  dragging them to the marketplace (court, a]gora<, the 

public place of concourse) where were the magistrates.  There the magistrates 
instantly judged them and had them beaten (r[abdi<zw, or ‘rodded,’ flogged), cast 

into the inner prison, and had their feet fastened in stocks.  (Acts 16.22-24)   

Through a series of events that night we see that the jail keeper, at the verge of 
taking his life, is brought to faith in Christ, along with those of his house.  
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Following the biblical pattern it would be correct to assume that the jailer and his 
house joined themselves to the membership of the church at Philippi which was 
made up of Lydia and her house. 

How long after this occasion that Paul, Silas, Luke and Timothy stayed in Philippi 
we do not know but it doesn’t appear that they stayed long afterwards.  But from 
this sprang a church, probably meeting in the house of Lydia, that was one of the 
most dear churches there were to the heart of the apostle Paul.  See what Paul 
wrote to them: 
 

Php 4:1  …my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, 
… my dearly beloved. 
 
Php. 1.3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 
4  Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, 
7  I have you in my heart … 

 
He spoke very affectionately of this church.  (He did of the Thessalonian church as 
well. [1Thes.2.8])  It wasn’t that he found a nice vacationing spot.  It wasn’t that 
he liked the climate or the situation of the city, being so central to his travel.  It 
wasn’t the abundance of their substance, because they were among the 
Macedonian churches that are said to be poor. (2Co.8.2)  Quite the contrary he 
was treated rather harshly and shamefully there. 
 

1Thes. 2.1 ¶  For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that 
it was not in vain: 
2  But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully 
entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto 
you the gospel of God with much contention. 

 
While it was the first church established in what was then a region of Greece, that 
wasn’t why he loved them so.  It was the fellowship that he had with them in 
Jesus Christ.  They shared with him in the ministering of the gospel of Christ to 
others and in his sufferings. (partakers of his grace. 1.7; did communicate with my 
affliction)  He loved these saints and they loved him, and the love that they had 
for one another was centered on their love for Christ.  No church helped him to 
reach others for Christ like the Philippian church did.   
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Php 4:14  Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate 
(sugkoinwne<w, fellowshipped with)with my affliction. 

15  Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when 
I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated (koinwne<w, 

fellowshipped)with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. 
16  For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity 
(xreia, 2.25 wants). 

 
They genuinely shared in the work of the gospel with the apostle Paul.  This 
church had a heart for missionaries and missions!  Mission work from a church is 
important.  While not everyone is called to serve as a missionary!  We should all 
have a heart for missions both at home and abroad.  We can all fellowship in this 
work.  What this church at Philippi did then, we should all remember to continue 
faithfully doing today.  Supporting such men with everything we have, being 
mindful of their sufferings, their needs, and yes, sometimes even their wants, is to 
participate in the work of the gospel with these dear servants of Christ.  That is 
precisely what churches are called to do.  And what better thing is there for us to 
do?  So many churches are up to their necks with programs; trying to keep 
everybody entertained, trying to satisfy every whim of the flesh that blows their 
way just so long as it has a tinge of Scripture tied to it; when what we should be 
doing is always pressing forward to reach others with the message that Jesus 
Christ died for sinners, and helping those men and women that are out on the 
front lines in mission work.  Paul thanked this church for their faithful support of 
him and his ministry. 

 
Phl. 1.3 ¶  I thank my God upon every remembrance (mention) of you,  
4  Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, 
5  For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 
6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work 
in you will perform it (finish it) until the day of Jesus Christ: 
7 ¶  Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in 
my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace.  
 

What grace?  The gift that God had given to the apostle to go out and 
preach Jesus Christ to others.  Paul’s mission in life was to preach 
Christ where no other man had gone before.   



The Book of Philippians 
 

7 
 

 
2Co 10:16  To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, 
and not to boast in another man’s line of things made ready to 
our hand.    
 

He said,   
 

Ro.15.20  Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where 
Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man’s 
foundation: 
21  But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they 
shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand. 

 
They reached out to the apostle Paul, and those with him, not because they were 
commanded to, or had any compulsion upon them other than the love of Christ 
working in them to further the word of the gospel by him and them.  As the love 
of Christ constrained the apostle Paul to serve the Gentiles with the gospel, so the 
love of God constrained this little church to serve and honor him with their 
substance.  This little church at Philippi was given this reason why he chose to 
remain in the flesh, and not go on to glory, if he had any say in the matter: 
  

Phl. 1.23  … I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be 
with Christ; which is far better: 
24  Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. 
25  And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with 
you all for your furtherance and joy of faith; 
26  That your rejoicing may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my 
coming to you again. 

 
And now, as Paul was prisoner in Rome they went so far as to send a man by the 
name of Epaphroditus, to be of service to him.  He ministered to him in two ways.  
First he brought the gift that the church at Philippi prepared for him.  And second, 
he personally assisted him with those things he could do to help.  Look at what 
Paul says of Epaphroditus: 
 

Php 2:25  ... Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour (fellow-
worker, sunergo>n, one who freely got into the harness with me and 
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helped me bear this load), and fellowsoldier (one who joined with me in 
the conflict, my conflict became his conflict), but your messenger, and he 
that ministered to my wants.  
 

xrei<a, KJV need 25, business 1 (Acts 6.3 whom we may appoint over 

this business), lack 1, necessity 3 (4.16), use 2, want 1(1Thes.4.12 to 
come short of the standard for walking with Christ), needful 1, 
necessary 1)., not the same as 4.11) 

The church at Philippi, not only supported the missionaries Paul, Barnabas, 
Timothy, and Luke, and their work, but they became a great help and blessing to 
the suffering saints in the church in Jerusalem.  For a moment, consider the great 
work of God among His people.  Years earlier, as the Jewish church in Antioch had 
sent out missionaries to the Gentiles preaching Christ to them, later these gentile 
churches were able to send back of their substance to help the Jerusalem church 
during the great dearth that had come upon the land.  Before there was a gentile 
church among the nations a great drought was prophesied: 

 
Ac 11:28  And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by 
the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which 
came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.   
 

Who, but God, knew that this dearth would be the great occasion for the 
churches among the  Gentiles to send relief back to the churches in Israel?  
Notice: 

  
Ro.15.24  Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to you 
(Roman saints): for I trust to see you in my journey, and to be brought on 
my way thitherward by you, if first I be somewhat filled with your company.  
25  But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. 
26  For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain 
contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. 
27  It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the 
Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is 
also to minister unto them in carnal things. 
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The apostle Paul tries to stir the Corinthians to similar love of the Jewish saints 
abroad by mentioning the grace of God working in the churches of Macedonia 
(which included the church at Philippi). 

 
2Co 8:1  Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God 
bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; (notably among this group was 
the church at Philippi.) 
2  How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their 
deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality (or, simplicity).  
3  For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were 
willing of themselves; 
4  Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take 
upon us the fellowship (participation with them) of the ministering to the 
saints. (in Jerusalem) 
5  And this they did, not as we hoped (or expected in a usual manner by 
giving of their substance), but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and 
unto us by the will of God.   

 
The epistle to the church at Philippi is a beautiful book of love and fellowship in 
the service of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Charles Spurgeon, in his book called the 
Devotional Bible, Baker Book House (1974 Reprint), Grand Rapids, MI, p.713, says 
Philippians is,  
 

‘the epistle of joy and love.  In it we see most of the inner character of the 
apostle; there was the utmost mutual love between him and the brethren at 
Philippi.’ 

  
A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids, MI, Copyright 1931, vol. 4, p. 433, writes of the apostle Paul that,  
 

‘The Epistle is a beautiful expression of gratitude for the love and gift of the 
Philippian saints.  He is a prisoner of hope in Rome with possible death 
before him, but with the note of joy running through all that Paul says. He 
hopes to be set free and to see them again.’  Word Pictures in the New 
Testament, A. T. Robertson, Copyright 1931 Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Baker Book House Publishers. 
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Brethren, Paul didn’t love them because they were perfect, nor because they 
didn’t have their problems; but because they loved the Lord and showed it in 
ways most practical.  They took a personal interest in promoting the true grace of 
God among the nations by supporting God’s ministers and their work.  They 
weren’t a perfect church.  There was no such thing then, and there hasn’t been 
one to this day.  They needed to be reminded that it was important to walk with 
one another in the church in one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.  
(Phl. 1.17)  They needed to be instructed to faithfulness when so-called brethren 
opposed them as they stood for the truth.  (1.15, 16) They needed to be warned 
against discouragement at his, or any other’s death while in the grand and 
glorious service of Christ.  (1.12; 2.26)  Some sisters in the Lord needed to be 
prodded to come together in their thinking. (4.2) They needed to be reminded 
that in this life we might not receive a return for the good things we have done in 
our bodies.  (4.19; Lk.6.30)  Doubtless, brethren this was a church of sinners saved 
by the grace of God whose first love was their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  (Re. 
2.4)  She was an imperfect church, but she was a loving church: she loved the 
ministers of God, she loved the service of the gospel, she loved the saints of her 
own body as well as those in other churches; she was a giving church, she gave at 
times when it hurt to give; she was a faithful church, she kept on serving; she was 
a fellowshipping church, who participated with others that love Christ and helped 
them to promote the gospel in the regions beyond.  If the Lord had a servant of 
Christ write a book to us, Oh, what an inexpressible joy that it would be for us if it 
could read like this book written to the saints of the church at Philippi.   
 
Do you know Jesus Christ?  Do you understand that once you were blind but now 
you see?  Do you see that He is life eternal and believing in Him is to have life?  
Jesus died for our sins, died, was buried and rose the third day alive from the 
tomb.  Do you believe He did this for your justification?   That only His death could 
satisfy God for sins and clear us from that punishment that was fit against the 
rebellious?   If so, turn from your present course of life and walk with Christ.   You 
need to be baptized, and we would direct you to join with a church like this one to 
serve Jesus Christ until He comes again. 
 


