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Message:   Preparing for the End by Praying
Text:         1 Peter 4:7-11

Introduction

  A.  If you were told you only have to the end of this year to live before you left this earth and passed into eternity,

how would you spend your last 256 days?  Would we take our cue from the movie, “The Bucket List,” or

from the country/western song, “Live Like You Were Dying”?

  
I went sky divin',I went rocky mountain climbin',I went 2.7 seconds on a bull name Fumanchu.

      1.  The truth of the matter is, every one of us will enter or has already entered the last year of his/her life.

      2.  John Calvin wrote : “Though the faithful hear that their blessedness is elsewhere than in the world, yet    

because they think that they will live long, this false thought makes them lazy, and even careless, so that    

they do not direct their thoughts to the kingdom of God. ... Present things dazzle our eyes, because    

almost all of us promise ourselves an eternity in this world; at least, an end never occurs to us.”

      3.  Even if we do consider what a breath our lives are, we still  might think, “I’ll focus on passing on a    

house or a business or athletic skills, cooking skills, pictures and videos, memorials, etc.”

  B.  But Peter tells us “The end of all things is at hand.”  What would you do if you knew not only is the end of     

your life at hand, but the end of the world was at hand - the end of houses, sports, television, Instagram,    

smart phones, photos and videos, careers, memorials, bank accounts?  How would you prepare for the       

coming of Him who will judge you, whether He finds you among the living or the dead?

1 Peter 4:5  but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. ... 7

The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment (sophrones) and sober (nepho)

for the purpose of prayer. 

  C.  This is the last era of God’s plan to redeem the world through Christ.  We don’t have to wait for Noah’s     

flood, the formation of Israel from Abraham’s lineage, the giving of the Law, the Babylonian captivity    

and return to the land, the birth, death, resurrection of God’s Messiah, Jesus, the pouring out of the Spirit    

of the resurrected, glorified Christ, the 70 AD destruction of Jerusalem and its second temple, the    

completion of the Scriptures, the gospel being sent to the Gentiles/nations.  

  D.  What should we now be doing?

      1.    We should be in our right minds and sober.

a.  sound judgment (sophroneo = wise thinking)

Luke 8:35 The people went out to see what had happened; and they came to Jesus, and

found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting down at the feet of Jesus,

clothed and in his right mind (sophroneo) and they became frightened.

Romans 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think

more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment

(sophroneo), as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

Titus 2:6 Likewise urge the young men to be sensible (sophroneo);

b.  sober (nepho = to be sober, abstain from wine) Used here metaphorically - unintoxicated by the     

things of the world).  Peter repeatedly urges us to be sober, unintoxicated by the world.



1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober (nepho), fix your hope

completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 4:7   The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober

(nepho) spirit for the purpose of prayer. 

1 Peter 5:8 Be of sober (nepho), be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around

like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

      2.    In 4:7-11 Peter suggests 3 things we should be doing if we are in our right minds, unintoxicated by the     

world in preparation for the end:   praying to the end, loving to the end, serving to the end.

1 Peter 4:7  The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the

purpose of prayer.  Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers 8

a multitude of sins.  Be hospitable to one another without complaint.  As each one has received 9  10

a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11

W hoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to

do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be

glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

  E.  Outline:   Wise, unintoxicated minds recognize:

      1.  now is the time to be praying.

      2.  prayer as a necessary act of humility before God.

      3.  prayer as God's appointed means of bringing grace to us.

      4.  prayer as God's appointed means of bringing glory to Himself.

I.  The wise, unintoxicated mind recognizes now is the time to be praying.

  A.  Now is the time we need God to forgive our sins, be our Helper, Guide and Shepherd, Shield and Protector,    

Provider and Comforter, Hope and Joy. Now is the time we need to call upon the Lord.  Now is the time

our children need our prayers, our nation and the nations need our prayers, God’s people throughout the    

world need our prayers.  Now is the time we need to confess our sins and receive forgiveness.  Now is    

the time to give thanks to the Lord and worship Him.

Psalm 32:6  Therefore, let everyone who is godly pray to You in a time when You may be

found;

Psalm 69:13  But as for me, my prayer is to You, O LORD, at an acceptable time; O God, in

the greatness of Your lovingkindness, Answer me with Your saving truth. 

Isaiah 55:6  Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. 

  B.  There have been times, and will be a time when it will be too late to pray.

Proverbs 1:28  "Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently

but they will not find me,  Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the 29

LORD.  "They would not accept my counsel, They spurned all my reproof.  30

Zechariah 7:13  "And just as He called and they would not listen, so they called and I would not

listen," says the LORD of hosts; 

  C.  Now is the time that the Lord is calling us to be a praying people, both as individuals and collectively as

His church.  The wise church, the church unintoxicated by less important things, will listen to the Lord

and call upon Him.



      1.  Christ calls us to be a people of private prayer.  People who earnestly, sincerely call upon the Lord don’t

need an audience to pray.  It is part of the fabric of their lives.

Matthew 6:1  "Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them;

otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven. ...  "W hen you pray, you are not5

to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street

corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  "But 6

you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in

secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.

      2.  Christ calls us to be a people of collective, corporate prayer.  People who earnestly, sincerely call upon    

the Lord don’t avoid gathering for public, corporate prayer, but desire the opportunity to have prayers    

multiplied.  A church’s corporate prayer is an indicator (thermometer) of its private prayer.

Matthew 6:9  "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 10

'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  'Give us this day our daily 11

bread.  'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  'And do not lead us 12  13

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

1 Timothy 2:8   Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without

wrath and dissension. 

II.  The wise, unintoxicated mind recognizes prayer as a necessary act of humility before God.

  A.  Prayer is an act of humility before God, expressing our dependence upon Him.  Taking time to draw away

from the world in private and corporate prayer, especially when we deny our flesh’s cry for comfort,    

pleasure, rest, food to do so, is an act of humility before God.  Cf. king Josiah in 2 Kings 22:19.

2 Chronicles 7:13   " ... if I send pestilence among My people,  and My people who are called by 14

My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then

I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

2 Kings 22:19  because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before the LORD

when you heard what I spoke against this place and against its inhabitants that they should

become a desolation and a curse, and you have torn your clothes and wept before Me, I truly

have heard you," declares the LORD. 

  B.  Not all prayers are humble - Luke 18:9-14 - but all effective prayers are, and all who are humble do pray.

Luke 18:9  And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were

righteous, and viewed others with contempt:  "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 10

Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  "The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: 11

'God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax

collector.  'I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.'  "But the tax collector, standing some 12  13

distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying,

'God, be merciful to me, the sinner!'  "I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than 14

the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself

will be exalted." 

  C.  Prayers which God hears acknowledge our need of God, and God's sufficiency to meet our need.    

Prayer puts God in the place of the all sufficient benefactor to be sought, thanked, and praised, and puts    

us in the place of the needy beneficiaries.

  D.  Implications



      1.  Where there is little prayer, there is little humility before God.  There is no clear discernment of our great     

need for God, or perhaps His sufficiency or desirableness.

      2.  If we think we can live today without God's grace, we inflate ourselves and dishonor Him.  No prayer =    

no humility = no grace = no power = no defense.

1 Peter 5:5 ... GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.

      3.  No personal prayer, no personal humility.  No collective prayer, no corporate humility.  If we do not pray      

as a church, we are not a humble church.  And if we are not collectively humble, how can many of us be      

individually humble before God, since the collective body is the sum of its individual members. 

III.  The wise, unintoxicated mind recognizes prayer as God's appointed means of bringing grace to us.

  A.  1 Peter 5:5  God resists the proud, but gives grace to those who humble themselves and pray. Peter learned    

this the hard way and the easy way.  

Mark 14:37   And He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep?

Could you not keep watch for one hour?  "Keep watching and praying that you may not come 38

into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak." ...  But he began to curse and swear, 71

"I do not know this man you are talking about!"  Immediately a rooster crowed a second time. 72

And Peter remembered how Jesus had made the remark to him, "Before a rooster crows twice,

you will deny Me three times." And he began to weep. 

Acts 12:5   So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the

church to God. 

  C.  Why do we think we can live each day without God's grace?  And why do we think we will receive His    

grace if we are not humble before Him?  And why do we think we are dependent and humble before      

Him if we do not pray?

James 4:2 ... You do not have because you do not ask. 

John 15:5 ... apart from Me you can do nothing. 

  E.  Transition: Why does God tie His dispensing of grace to our humility in prayer?

IV.  The wise, unintoxicated mind recognizes prayer as God's appointed means of bringing glory to Himself.

  A.  Bringing glory to God the Father, Son, and Spirit is the purpose of our existence.

Psalm 50:15 Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you and you will honor Me."

2 Corinthians 1:11  you also joining in helping us through your prayers, so that thanks may be

given by many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us through the prayers of many.

2 Corinthians 4:15 ... so that the grace which is spreading to more and more people may cause

the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God.

  B.  God requires we humble ourselves before Him in prayer, so that He will receive the glory only He deserves.

    Some prayers of individuals will not get a response until they are shared corporately, so that God will

receive glory in the eyes of the collective body.  Our ultimate motive in praying privately and collectively

must be for the glory and honor of God. 



Conclusion:  If we are not praying as we should, individually, corporately, what is intoxicating us?  Ask                      

 yourself, “Am I the person of prayer Christ wants me to be?  Are we the praying church Christ wants us    

to be?  Am I helping our church be the praying church God wants us to be?” If the answer is “no,” we are    

not in our right minds, so pray for forgiveness, healing and grace.  If the answer by is “yes,” then keep    

praying as Christ calls us to pray.

1 Peter 4:7  The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for

the purpose of prayer. ... so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to

whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
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