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Acts|The Incendiary Fellowship 

The Outline 

Luke 1.1-4, Acts 1.1-14 

4.17.16 
 
Luke 1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things accomplished 

among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were 

eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3 it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated 

everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most 

excellent Theophilus; 4 so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been 

taught.  

 
Acts 1  The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until 

the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the 

apostles whom He had chosen. 3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by 

many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the 

things concerning the kingdom of God. 4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of 

from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 

days from now." 
 

 6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are 

restoring the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs 

which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." 9 And after He had said these things, He 

was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as 

they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing 

stood beside them. 11 They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This 

Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have 

watched Him go into heaven."  
 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

Sabbath day's journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went up to the upper room 

where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son 

of James. 14 These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with 

the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.   

 
Today we begin a new series at St. Andrews. This is the first book of Christian Church history, 

The Acts of the Apostles. 
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Just to remind you: this is, for us, the Season of the Spirit in our church year. At St. Andrews, it’s 

our custom to look in this season of Pentecost (following Easter) to look at the Work of the Holy 

Spirit in the Church. We just completed the “Season of the Son” (looking at Jesus Christ in the 

Gospels). And now we look at the Third Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. 

 

We hope to look at The Acts of the Apostles through the summer and we couldn’t find a better 

book for the theme, The Work of the Spirit in the Church. 

 

One truth we learn from this earliest Church History (Acts) is that the ancient world did not 

eagerly embrace the News of Jesus Christ and the message of the Apostles. We may THINK they 

were pre-scientific and superstitious and primitive and THAT’S WHY Christianity caught on so 

quickly…but that is NOT what happened. 

 

The two prevailing world-views where Christianity was first presented (i.e. the Jewish outlook on 

life AND the Greco-Roman philosophies) BOTH world-views had major problems with the News 

of a Savior who died and rose again for every ethnic group on the planet. 

 

And people TODAY may reject the Good News for OTHER reasons…but it was NOT easy to 

believe…even from the beginning. The Good News is ALWAYS countercultural but for different 

reasons… according to each different culture. 

 

Christianity arises like a tender shoot coming up out of dry, dead, dusty soil (Isa. 53.2) and yet 

when it grows and eventually becomes a movement that will finally become thE dominant 

world-view in the ancient Roman Empire, it does so against overwhelming opposition… It’s NOT 

because they were superstitious and ignorant and found it easy to believe – THEY DIDN’T. 

 

Maybe…it was something ELSE…not that people found it easy to believe but that it was TRUE 

and God was sweeping over the ancient world convincing people that DESPITE their objections it 

really IS TRUE. A Man rose from the DEAD…as He said He would and that validates what He 

CLAIMED and DID. 

 

In this opening scene of “Luke Volume TWO”, the historian sets up his work by positioning his 

readers … He establishes the setting/context. He introduces some of the major characters…and 

already we begin to see an emerging conflict and a story-line/outline. 

 

So let’s look at this preface in three parts: 

# 1 – An Unfolding Story  (compelled by the PAST) 

#2 – A Unique Event (receptive in the PRESENT) and  

#3 – An Unstoppable Movement (pulled into the FUTURE) 
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The story Luke is writing is a segment of a much larger, older Story. It began “in the beginning” 

with God, with Creation and with the Fall of our race. It began with a Promise that God would 

rescue His creation and restore His image in the human race. 

 

God had other storytellers/narrators in the Bigger Story to which Luke was contributing. Luke 

has an important chapter to add. He’s telling how the Promise is coming to pass, how the 

Promised One has begun His work and is NOW (in Volume Two) is continuing His work…His 

mission to the world. 

 

This is sacred history. It’s observable and recordable but also with a view behind the curtain (as 

we saw two weeks ago). Luke is interpreting these events and takes us into the realm of 

meaning, the phenomenal and the noumenal …what things really MEAN. 

 

Luke writes his bit of the unfolding story with a pastoral concern. He has a friend, perhaps an 

interested, educated Roman, “Theophilus”, and Luke is trying to help this man and other 

interested people to grow spiritually. Theophilus may be a believer in Jesus Christ who wants to 

help his educated friends to believe and… he needs the facts. 

 

Luke makes reference to Volume One, (The Gospel According to Luke) and we read the preface 

to THAT first book, also addressed to Theophilus. He indicates his METHOD, that he contacted 

eyewitnesses …and at some points IN this second volume Luke will BE one of the witnesses. 

 

And Luke writes as a scientist (“the beloved Physician” as he’s called in one of Paul’s Letters [Col. 

4.14]) and a historian (checking his facts) AND AS AN ARTIST. He uses amazing literary skill. He 

uses symmetry in the two volumes… corresponding events and parallel ideas. Both volumes 

begin with angels making announcements. 

 

The action in the Gospel of Luke is moving TOWARD Jerusalem and the action in Acts i.e. volume 

two is moving away from Jerusalem (a real clue about God’s mission). 

 

And then IN this second volume there are deliberate parallels between Peter and Paul.  

 

The point IS Luke is communicating artistically, imaginatively that God’s BIG STORY has 

continuity …from the Twelve tribes of Israel to Jesus Christ and from Jesus Christ to the Twelve 

Apostles (like new tribes; at the end of this chapter a new one has to be selected to replace 

Judas Iscariot – like 12 TRIBES). And Luke sees the One Big Story unfolding and emerging… 

growing like a seed…a sprout…a spreading Vine. 

 

And notice how this idea of continuity and PROGRESS, an unfolding of ONE BIG STORY, notice 

how that comes across in this PREFACE to the Second Volume…  “I wrote the first account about 

what Jesus BEGAN to DO and teach…” 
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So much about WHAT CHRISTIANITY IS is underlined in that little introduction. Christianity is 

FIRST centered on a Person – Jesus – and what He began to DO and teach. The DOING comes 

first (I think VERY intentionally). Unlike any great prophet or guru or religious leader…Jesus 

Christ is not giving us an innovative teaching; He’s not offering His improved PLAN… “Follow 

these teachings and your life will be better…or more enlightened or saved…or blessed…” 

 

He began to DO something and that DOING of Jesus IS the content of the teaching. He is DOING 

for us what we CANNOT DO FOR OURSELVES…. It’s not DO My teachings and then you’ll be 

qualified. Instead it’s: “I will DO for YOU…I will qualify YOU and YOUR DOING WILL FOLLOW…a 

result of My favor…NOT the reason FOR My favor. I favor you because of what I DID…not 

because of what YOU DO or DON’T DO.” 

 

In Jesus Christ and what HE DID…God is saying, “First, I accept you…then you obey…not to GET 

MY ACCEPTANCE…but because you already HAVE IT”… It begins to express your new identity 

and nature. Jesus Christ is at the center: He lives the life of obedience FOR the disobedient…and 

He dies in their place. 

 

And when morally FAILED people believe in Him…HE CLAIMS them and begins to sweetly 

renovate them and liberate them. God sees them as holy because of what Jesus did and then 

the Spirit of holiness begins to move them…vivify (is what John Calvin called it). We begin little 

by little to want what God wants. 

 

Even the teaching of Jesus comes back to His doing. It’s a teaching about HOW GOD CAME TO 

THE HELPLESS…to those who can no longer trust themselves but trust Him WHO DID FOR THEM. 

 

And if Luke is interested in the STORY that compels us from the PAST (even from the Garden 

where we fell and God began to PROMISE our rescue) Luke is ALSO interested in bringing us 

right into his own present. 

 

He tells (according to eyewitness accounts!) how after His death by Crucifixion, “Jesus Christ 

presented Himself alive by many convincing proofs…”  

 

Over 40 days He showed His risenness …made it clear to them…that He is alive and that THIS IS 

HOW THE RESURRECTED WILL LOOK. This is the New Man …the first fruit of the new creation. 

He is the same but somehow marvelously different… indestructible …but the identical Person 

who laid dead for three days. He eats with them and also somehow enters locked rooms…what 

N.T. Wright called “Trans-physical” – not a ghost, not LESS than physical…but somehow MORE 

than physical. 

 

They THEMSELVES had to be convinced. They THEMSELVES (even though He announced it 

repeatedly before His death) they themselves DID NOT BELIEVE …but all the appearances…the 

convincing proofs …left them convinced. It was irrefutable. 
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He is the Presence of the Future. The World to Come is right there with them in the Person of 

the Risen Messiah. What a marvel that must have been…I picture their faces. 

 

And during their time with Him, over 40 days, He told them about the Big Story, about God’s 

Plan and the way God will bring about His reign and reclaim the fallen Planet,  “appearing to 

them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God”  (v. 

3). 

 

This is how God’s invasion will proceed…how God’s reign/Kingdom will fill the earth. God has 

dealt with THE great human problem; He has paid for sin, paid the debt you could never pay…He 

didn’t leave it outstanding and just speak words of forgiveness…HE ACTUALLY PAID FOR IT so 

there is no outstanding debt for anyone who receives this gift… and believes. 

 

And for 40 days the apostles and the circle of disciples and the first believers are soaking in this 

…the Kingdom of God…the way God will reclaim the earth…  

 

They’re like torches wound tight and soaking in fuel…and THEN He tells them, 

“WAIT!…Something will happen IN Jerusalem that will change the course of human history…FIRE 

WILL FALL ON THE TORCHES and the Incendiary Fellowship will ignite…a people ablaze.” 

 

“So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, ‘Lord, is it at this time You are 

restoring the kingdom to Israel?’"  

 

They can only think of Israel…and the WHEN? Their thinking is provincial and bigoted  (Luke 

9.54) and way, WAY TOO SMALL... They’re thinking of political liberation for the One Chosen 

Nation (get rid of the bad Romans!) but Jesus Christ sees the Kingdom enveloping ALL nations 

through the Apostles…the Torches…the Incendiary Fellowship. 

 

“It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; but 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be My witnesses 

both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." 

The great prophecy of Ezekiel 47 – water trickling from the Temple…a flow…a brook…a stream 

…a raging river of grace flooding the world…that vision is begun to be fulfilled. 

 

“It’s not important that you know WHEN,” says Jesus… “only how, who and WHERE… it’s 

through witness…YOUR witness…from here Jerusalem …Judea…Samaria…to the ends of the 

earth. AND that becomes the outline of the book…and that becomes the outline for all of 

subsequent human history. 

 

And then…having said those words…outlining the Kingdom of God…the Mission of the 

Church…the outline of human history… then the New Adam rises over creation…the dominion 



 

 

6 

6 

surrendered by the first Adam is reclaimed by the Last Adam…all creation is under His feet…and 

He leaves THIS realm and goes into the Presence of God, the Father. 

 

Psalm 24  (9-10)- “Lift up your heads, O gates, and lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of 

glory may come in!  Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory” ….Jesus 

Christ, He IS the Lord of Glory! 

 

But where IS the Lord of Glory going? Open mouthed they wonder…gazing intently…until angels 

appear. 

 

At the start of Luke Volume One an angel appeared to Zacharias…now at the start of Volume 

Two angels appear again. It’s the close of the old age and the dawn of a New Day… a New 

Creation.  

 

Luke wants us to see, the faithful God is ON THE MOVE. HE who sent His Son, will now SEND HIS 

SPIRIT on the ragamuffin Church (Galatians 4.4-7) …and then He will SEND His sons and 

daughters like New Adams and Eves into a new garden…to cultivate the whole world! 

 

It’s a garden that looks a lot more like a Jungle than a Garden…it’s overrun with thorns and 

thistles…it’s an often chaotic and dangerous place…there will be lions and wolves and the little 

group must be not only soaked in truth but ignited by the Spirit. 

 

“Wait for what the Father promised…” says Jesus. And so they go into Jerusalem and wait… 

 

Get filled…get ignited… The Father has good gifts for You…He loves to give His very Heart to 

those who wait.  

 

First the Provision…then the Mission. 

 

It’s a PAGE-TURNER! 

 

More on that next week. 

 

  

 


