
 

Pastor Grant Van Leuven          PECA Sermon Outline on Proverb 28:13, WLC 145, Pt. 3, April 21, 2014 
 
Intro:  
 
WLC Q&A 145 “forgery … complaint to others”; “hiding, excusing … free confession” 
 
Main Point of Text: If you hide your sins, you cannot succeed; but if you confess and let go of them, you 
can be saved. 
 
Sermon Point:  Speak up and be lifted up. 
 
 
Move 1: Don’t pretend to be speaking up. 
LC: “forgery”: J.G. Vos: use of falsehoods in legal charges contracts, documents.  
• Psa. 119:69: The proud have forged a lie against me: but I will keep thy precepts with my whole heart. 
• And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, … if I have taken any thing from any man 

by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. (Lk. 19:8).  Forgery (and plagiarism) is sinful selfish gain. 
 
 
Move 2: Not speaking up for righteous men will drag everyone down. 
LC: “concealing the truth, undue silence in a just cause”.  Hiding helpful facts is not honest:  
• 2 Tim. 4:16-17: At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me … Notwithstanding 

the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known … 
• Acts 5:1-9: Ananias/Sapphira faked giving certain amount, confronted by Peter, killed by Spirit. 
• Lev. 5:1: … if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is a witness, whether he hath seen or 

known of it; if he do not utter it, then he shall bear his iniquity.  James 4:17. 
 
 
Move 3: Holding your tongue when reproof is required keeps everyone in chains of darkness. 
LC: “holding our peace when iniquity calleth for either a reproof from ourselves, or complaint to others” 
Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise [GNV plainly] rebuke [frankly 
reproof/reason with] thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him. (Lev 19:17).  2 Tim. 3:16-17.  Mt. 18:15-
20. 1 Kings 1:6.  Isaiah 59:4 rings sad but true in our day: None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for 
truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity. 
 
 
Move 4: Fess up so you can speak up. 
LC: “hiding, excusing, or extenuating of sins, when called to a free confession” (cause of much silence):  
• Prov. 30:20; Jer. 2:35.   
• Prov 28:13: Antithetical parallelism:  

o He who covers his sins (rebellion/Revolt) will be caused not to thrive. 
o He who confesses and looses [gives voice to] his sins will be shown mercy. 

• You have two options: hide your sins, and shrivel.  Repent of your sins, and grow. 
 
 
Conclusion:  
 
Ps. 32:3-7.  Ps 51:6, 8, 13, 15.  1 John 1:8-10.  James 5:16; 4:8-10. 



 

 
Speak up and be lifted up. 


