
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 4-20-14 PM NOTES 
“A PRAYER FOR KNOWLEDGE” 

EPHESIANS 1:15-20a 
# 5 in Series, “The Wealth, Walk, and Warfare of the Christian” 

 
Ephesians 1:10b (NIV) “…to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.” 
 
1 John 4:20 (NIV) “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, 
whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NKJV) “pray without ceasing.” 
 
I.       A Knowledge of God’s Person (V. 17) 
 

A. “A Spirit of Wisdom” (V. 17a) 
 

Matthew 5:3a (NKJV) “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
Wisdom, at its essence, is the ability to see everything from God’s perspective. 

 
B. “Revelation in the Knowledge of Him” (V. 17b) 
 

Mark 1:24b (NKJV) “I know who You are—the Holy One of God!” 
 
Psalms 9:10a (NKJV) “And those who know Your name will put their trust in You…”   
 
Colossians 1:10 (NKJV) “that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God.” 
 
2 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 
 
“To know God personally is salvation (John 17:3). To know Him increasingly is sanctification (Philippians 3:10). To 
know Him perfectly is glorification (1 Corinthians 13:9-12).                                                                  —Warren Weirsbe 

 
II.      A Knowledge of God’s Provision (V. 18) 
 

A. “The Hope of His Calling” (V. 18a) 
 

Ephesians 1:4a (NIV) “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world…”    
 
Ephesians 1:9a (NKJV) “having made known to us the mystery of His will…”  

 
B. “The Riches of the Glory of His Inheritance” (V. 18b) 
 

1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV) “to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven  
for you.” 
 
“God Himself is the inheritance of the saints. This will constitute the ineffable bliss and blessedness of heaven—that 
God Himself will be our all-absorbing and eternally satisfying portion and heritage. When the mind soars that high, it 
finds an all-sufficient resting place.”                                                                                                              —Arthur Pink 
 
Psalms 16:5a (NKJV) “O Lord, You are the portion of my inheritance…”    
 
Psalms 16:11b (NKJV) “In Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” 



III.     A Knowledge of God’s Power (vv. 19-20a) 
 

There are four Greek words used for power in verse 19, and each gives us a different aspect or facet of God’s power.  

1.    “Dunamis” (translated “power”)—The emphasis of this word is power that overcomes obstacles. 

2.    “Energia” (translated “working”)—That word speaks of operative power; the power to accomplish all that needs to be      
        done. 

3.    “Kratos” (translated “mighty”)—This speaks of dominating, ultimate power. It can be translated “dominion”.  

4. “Ischus” (translated “power”)—This word means endowed power. It is power that does not have its origin in us; it has 
an outside source.  

 

 
Genesis 3:15 (NKJV) “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” 
 
Luke 22:53b (ESV) “But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.” 
 
Colossians 2:15 (NKJV) “Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing 
over them in it.” 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 4-20-14 PM 

“A PRAYER FOR KNOWLEDGE” 

EPHESIANS 1:15-20a 

# 5 in Series, “the Wealth, Walk, and Warfare of the Christian” 

 

   The greatest problem most Christians have is that they do not know who they are and what they have. I 

remember reading a story many years age about the late wealthy newspaper publisher, William Randolph 

Hearst. He had invested a fortune in collecting art treasures from around the world. One day Mr. Hearst 

was reading a description of some valuable paintings and decided that they were paintings he must have 

for his collection. Hearst sent his agent abroad to find these highly desired paintings. After months of 

searching, the agent reported to Mr. Hearst that he had finally found the treasures. They were in Mr. 

Hurst’s warehouse. He had been searching frantically for what he already had! The focus of the Apostle 

Paul’s prayer is not that God would give us something new, but that God would open our eyes to see what 

He has already given us.   Let’s review from verses 3-14 what God says is true about us and what He has 

already given us. In verse 3 we saw that God has already blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places. In verses 4-5 we saw that God has chosen us in Christ and predestined us to be adopted 

into His forever family. In verse 6 we saw that the Father has accepted us because we are in Christ. In 

verse 7 we saw that we have redemption and the forgiveness of sins by means of His life blood being 

poured out for us. In verses 8-9 we saw that God has let us in on His plan for the universe and how Christ 



is the center of all things. In verse 10 we saw that God is going to eventually bring all things under Christ 

as the head. Ephesians 1:10b (NIV) “…to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one 

head, even Christ.” That is glorious, but it just keeps on going. In verses 11-12 we saw that we have 

received a glorious inheritance from our Father and in verses 13-14 we saw that this inheritance is secure 

because we have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit being given to us is a guarantee that 

God will carry out what He has promised to us.  

   To see the context of verses 17-20a let’s look at verses 15-16. Verses 15-16 tell us that verses 17-23 are 

a prayer. I delight in studying the prayers of the Bible. I like to steal (or perhaps a better word would be 

“appropriate”) them and make them mine! You know that you are praying in the will of God when your 

prayers are coming directly out of the Word of God. 

   Verses 17-20a is a prayer about knowing God, knowing His provision, and knowing His power. This 

prayer is really rich. The prayer is introduced by the Apostle Paul sharing two things about the Ephesians 

that convinces him that they belong to the Lord and thus the prayer is appropriate for them. The first thing 

he says about them is that they savingly believed in the Lord Jesus Christ (V15a). This prayer is not so 

much for the lost as it is for those who savingly believe in, those who have put their faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ. The second thing that evidences that the Ephesians (and anyone else) know Christ is that 

they “love the saints”. Faith in Christ is only a delusion if it doesn’t result in real love for others. 1 John 

4:20 (NIV) says “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not 

love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.” 

   From verse 16, we know for certain that this passage is a prayer. Oh what a man of prayer the Apostle 

Paul was! Prayer was not incidental to Paul and his kingdom work; prayer was indispensible. His prayer 

evidenced his love for the people God sent him to minister to. If you are a Sunday School or lifegroup or 

home group leader, prayer should be the major emphasis of your ministry. If you teach preschoolers or 

children or teenagers, prayer should be central in your ministry. God forbid that any person in this church 

be unprayed for. Notice that Paul’s prayers were constant. Paul was a busy man, and yet he prayed 

unceasingly (V16, “do not cease”) for the Christians especially in the churches that he planted. Paul was 

ever on the move planting churches, evangelizing, discipling, and writing letters. In addition, there was 

the tent-making work that brought him a living so that he did not have to depend on the churches. When 

he was driven out of Philippi he walked to Thessalonica – a 100 mile hike! Out of Thessalonica, he made 

his way to Berea which was about 50 miles away. Driven out of Berea, he made his way to Athens – a 

250 mile hike. What was he doing on those dusty roads as he put one foot in front of the other? He was 

not ceasing to give thanks, making mention of the Ephesians and other believers in His prayer. Paul’s 

busy life says to us, “Quit making excuses about not praying.” When Paul wrote this letter to the 

Ephesians, he was in prison. What was he doing there? He was praying for the people of Ephesus. 1 

Thessalonians 5:17 (NKJV) tells us to “pray without ceasing”.  

   With that introduction, let’s analyze this prayer.  

 

I.       A Knowledge of God’s Person (V17) 

   Perhaps the best way to examine this prayer is to look at a couple of key phrases.  

A.   “A Spirit of Wisdom”  

   This isn’t the Holy Spirit but an attitude or disposition that governs us. It was this use of the word 

“spirit” that Jesus had in mind when He gave the first beatitude: Matthew 5:3a (NKJV) "Blessed are the 

poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” For example, we say, “You’re in good spirits today” 

or “in the spirit of cooperation”. Wisdom at its essence is the ability to see everything from God’s 

perspective. Paul is praying for God to grant us the ability to see all we have, who we are, and every 

circumstance from God’s viewpoint. A spirit of wisdom is an attitude or an approach to life that says in 

every plan or circumstance, “How does God see this?” Do you have a wisdom approach to life? Do you 

see each trial, pain, blessing, honor, hurt, disappointment, heartache, and success from God’s perspective? 

What do you do when a bad report comes back from the Doctor? Do you start being anxious and living 

out various scenarios in your mind, or do you first say, “Lord, let me see this from Your perspective”. Do 



you get angry with God because things didn’t turn out like you wanted or do you pray, “Lord, enable me 

to see this from Your perspective”? When you receive an unexpected financial blessing, do you begin 

planning immediately what you’re going to spend it on, or do you say, “Lord, what is your perspective 

here; what do you want this used for?” A spirit of wisdom is an approach to life that seeks to see 

everything from God’s perspective. 

B.   “Revelation in the Knowledge of Him”  

   This word “revelation” means unveiling or uncovering; it means to uncover something that was 

previously covered. What is he praying that will be revealed to us? It is the knowledge of God. There are 

several Greek words that are translated “knowledge”. Let me explain the difference between this word 

and other words for knowledge. You may hear from reliable witnesses that it is a painful thing when your 

hand is thrust into a fire. You may know that a hand burned by fire is exceedingly painful because you 

have read about it and because you have heard the testimony of those who have had their hands burned. 

However, if you have had your hand severely burned in a fire, you have a significantly different kind of 

knowledge. You now have experiential knowledge. To hear a reliable witness describe having your hand 

burned is called “notional knowledge”, but to have your hand burned is to have “experiential knowledge”. 

The word “knowledge” in the phrase “knowledge of Him” in verse 17 means experiential knowledge. Let 

me give you an example from Scripture. A demon spirit said to Jesus in Mark 1:24b (NKJV) “I know 

who You are--the Holy One of God!" The demon spirit was correct in what he said about Jesus, but it 

profited him nothing spiritually because it was notional knowledge. However we read in Psalms 9:10a 

(NKJV) “And those who know Your name will put their trust in You…” God’s name represents all that 

He is. This is experiential knowledge of God that results in genuine life changing trust. Paul is praying for 

this experiential knowledge of God that results in delighting in Him, trusting Him, and worshipping him. 

This experiential knowledge of God is not a static thing; it is growing and is never complete. Colossians 

1:10 (NKJV) “that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good 

work and increasing in the knowledge of God”. 2 Peter 3:18a (NKJV) “but grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” Warren Weirsbe wrote something insightful about this 

prayer. He said, “To know God personally is salvation (John 17:3). To know Him increasingly is 

sanctification (Philippians 3:10). To know Him perfectly is glorification (1 Corinthians 13:9-12) [Warren 

Weirsbe, “Be Rich”, Page 32]. Let me paraphrase this first part of Paul’s prayer for us, “Father, allow 

them to see everything from your perspective, and unveil to them Your person that they might 

experientially know You, desire You, delight in You and walk intimately with You.” 

 

II.      A Knowledge of God’s Provision (V18)  

   This verse is so full of truth, I am praying I can communicate it to you in such a way that you may 

delight in what it says. The word translated “understanding” is literally “heart”. In our culture, “heart” has 

to do mostly with the emotions. In Scripture, while it sometimes includes the emotions, it usually refers to 

the seat of our mind and will. The heart is the faculty by which truth is perceived. Paul is praying that our 

heart might experience the light coming on so that we might experientially know some things that God 

has provided for us. We used to sing a chorus that is requesting the same thing from God that this verse is 

requesting. The chorus says “Open the eyes of my heart Lord; I want to see you”. What is it exactly that 

he prays for us to see and know? 

A.   The Hope of His Calling (V18a) 

   One of the reasons that I delight in going verse by verse through books of the Bible is that we see 

passages in their context. When we try to determine what this “calling” is and what this “hope” is, we 

only need to look at the context. The “calling” is His election, His choosing us. Ephesians 1:4a (NIV) 

“For he chose us in him before the creation of the world…” Saving us was not an afterthought with God. 

He chose us before He created the world. What is “hope”? Hope in the Bible refers not to a wish or desire; 

hope is what God has promised that is still future. When He chose us in Christ, what He promised, what 

He determined to provide in time is detailed in Ephesians 1:5-14. The hope of our calling is our adoption 

into His family (V5), our acceptance in Christ, the Beloved (V6), our redemption (V7a), our forgiveness 



(V7b), our insight into the mystery of His will (V8,9), our inheritance (V11), our sealing by the Holy 

Spirit (V12-13), and the pledge or earnest of the Holy Spirit which assures us that He will carry through 

His calling until our glorification (V14)! Paul is not praying for us that we might get something that we 

do not have; he is praying that we would be given spiritual sight to know what He has promised to us 

because He called us before He created the world.  

B.   The Riches of the Glory of His Inheritance (V18b) 

   God’s plan is not only that our heart would be enlightened to know the hope of His calling, but also to 

know the riches of the glory of His inheritance He has provided to the saints. What is that inheritance? It 

is a rich inheritance, and it is a glorious inheritance. But what is it exactly? We don’t have it detailed 

anywhere for us. We are told in 1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV) “to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and 

that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you”. I don’t claim to know all that it is but let me give 

you what I think it primarily is. This verse can legitimately be translated, “What is the riches of the glory 

of the inheritance of Him by the saints”. In other words, primarily God Himself is our inheritance! Arthur 

Pink says it so well: “God Himself is the inheritance of the saints. This will constitute the ineffable bliss 

and blessedness of heaven – that God Himself will be our all-absorbing and eternally satisfying portion 

and heritage. When the mind soars that high it finds an all-sufficient resting place” [Arthur Pink, “The 

Ability of God”, Page 166]. Psalms 16:5a (NKJV) “O Lord, You are the portion of my inheritance…” 

Psalms 16:11b (NKJV) “In Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore.” 

   This is a prayer to know God’s person and God’s provision. 

 

III.     A Knowledge of God’s Power (V19-20a) 

   In these verses Paul is praying for us to experientially know God’s great power that will bring us to our 

inheritance in glory. I proclaim to you that we don’t need more power. We need to appropriate the power 

God has already made available to us. There are four Greek words used for power in verse 19, and each 

gives us a different aspect or facet of God’s power.  

1.   “Dunamis” (translated “power”) – The emphasis of this word is power that overcomes obstacles. 

What are the obstacles in your life to living victoriously? You have overcoming power. 

2.   “Energia” (translated “working”) – That word speaks of operative power; the power to accomplish all 

that needs to be done. Our word “energy” comes from this word. How are you going to obey what God 

has told you to do? If you try in your strength, you will fail! God has given you His operative power (His 

energy) to enable you to obey Him. 

3.   “Kratos” (translated “mighty”) – This speaks of dominating, ultimate power. It can be translated 

“dominion”. We have ultimate power in Christ Jesus that Satan and his demons cannot stand against.  

4.   “Ischus” (translated “power”) – This word means endowed power. It is power that does not have its 

origin in us; it has an outside source. We have no power of our own, but we have power endowed to us by 

God. This overcoming, accomplishing, dominating power found only in God is the same power God 

makes available to those who believe, to those He called.  

   In verse 20, Paul gives us the ultimate example of this power of God. In the Old Testament, people 

measured God’s power by creation (Isaiah 40:12-27) or by all that God did to bring about the Exodus of 

the Israelites from Egypt (Jeremiah 16:14). In New Testament times the ultimate example of God’s power 

is in His raising Christ from the dead. Why was the resurrection of Christ from the dead the greatest 

display of the power of God? The resurrection of Christ was not simply the Father putting life into a 

physically dead body. That would be powerful, but not the greatest display of power. Jesus had already 

raised from the dead the daughter of Jairus, the widow of Nain’s son, and Lazarus. Jesus’ resurrection was 

different. All of the efforts of Satan and every demon spirit that followed him in his rebellion in heaven 

gave all their energies to keeping Jesus in the grave. From the time of the first prophesy in Genesis 3:15 

that the seed of the woman would defeat him, we see Satan at work to destroy the seed. It is an interesting 

study that we do not have time for to trace how Satan sought to destroy the seed of the woman to keep the 

Messiah from defeating him. When the Messiah was born in Bethlehem, Satan moved Herod to kill all the 



boy babies and Jesus escaped only because God warned Joseph in a dream to go to Egypt with Mary and 

the baby Jesus. It was Satan who put it in the heart of Judas to betray Jesus. When they came to arrest 

Him, He said in Luke 22:53b (ESV) “But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.” It was Satan who 

moved in the hearts of Pilate and the Jewish leaders to murder Him. We are told in Hebrews 2:14 that 

Satan had the power of death because of sin coming into the world. We can certainly assume that he, who 

had the power of death, used every means he had at his disposal to keep Jesus in the grave and under the 

dominion of death. Ah, but on the third day, He rose from the dead! Satan and death were defeated. 

Colossians 2:15 (NKJV) “Having disarmed principalities and powers [demonic spirits], He made a 

public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.” Oh what a display of the awesome power of God!  

   Allow me to ask you some personal questions. Which requires more power – to deliver you from your 

bitterness and unforgiveness or to raise Jesus from the dead? Which requires more power – to overcome 

your addiction or to raise Jesus from the dead? Which requires more power – to begin obeying God in the 

area of your finances or to raise Jesus from the dead? Which requires more power – to resurrect a dead 

marriage or raise Jesus from the dead? Which requires more power – to stop your unbelief and worry or to 

raise Jesus from the dead? Can you think of any sin that needs to be overcome or any area of obedience 

you are struggling with that requires more power than it took to raise Jesus from the dead? You may say, 

“But I don’t feel that power”. It was for people like you that Paul was praying. He was praying that the 

eyes of your heart would be enlightened so you would by faith appropriate that power that raised Jesus 

from the dead and is sufficient for whatever you need to obey and glorify. 

CONCLUSION 

   Allow me to pray this prayer for you [Personalize Ephesians 1:17-20a] 


