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The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 23 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
     This next section is another long parenthetical; in fact all of chapter ten is part of a parenthetical 
that continues into chapter eleven. This parenthetical of prophecy gives us details on some of the 
events that were past and many that have been going on over the last three and half years.  
 
     The sixth trumpet judgment has sounded which is the second “woe”. It has completed and the 
seventh trumpet judgment is upon the people of this earth. This is the third and final “woe” 
judgment, but it does not come immediately. There are two preliminary events which are a prelude 
to the final wrath of God to be poured out on this earth during the Great Tribulation. 
 
- The angelic announcement of the end of the delay. Revelation 10:1-11. 
- The measurement of the Temple and its worshippers. Revelation 11:1-14.  
 
     There are some who believe that Revelation 10:1-11:14 is part of the sixth trumpet judgment 
because of what is said in 11:14. However, based on what is stated in Revelation 9:20-21, we would 
suggest that the sixth trumpet judgment ended there and this is an interlude between the sixth and 
seventh trumpet judgment. The particular focus after this interlude will be on Israel. The final 
trumpet judgment will be specifically aimed at Israel and at Jerusalem and will feature events that 
will lead to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. This parenthetical chapter tells us the details of 
events but they are not necessarily following in chronological order. 
 
Revelation 10:1-7 

1 And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was 
upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: 

2 And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on 
the earth, 

3 And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered 
their voices. 

4 And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not. 

5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 
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6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, 
and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there 
should be time no longer: 

7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God 
should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets. 

     There are two major actions that occur in chapter ten. We have the action of the angel in verses 
one through seven and then there is the action of John in verses eight through eleven. This lesson 
will be on the first major action. 
 
Revelation 10:1 

1 And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was 
upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: 

     There are some Bible commentators that have speculated, based on the description of this 
mighty angel, that it is Jesus Christ Himself. However, Jesus Christ only appeared as the Angel of the 
LORD in the Old Testament, prior to His incarnation. After He was made a little lower than the 
angels, being found in the fashion He never appeared as anything but the God-man. After His 
glorious resurrection and His ascension He only appears as the glorious God. So we can rule out 
that notion from the start.  
 
     The book of Revelation has spoken many times of angels up to this point. It has shown how that 
God Sovereignly controls and uses them according to the purpose of His own will. It is not just 
demonic angels who are active in the Tribulation but also God’s holy angels. William Newell stated: 
"the more one studies the book of Revelation, the more we become impressed with the authority and 
the dignity of angels" (Revelation, p. 141). Angels, although unseen by people in the world, are very 
active in carrying out the program of God. Most people view angels as nice, positive, and protective; 
however, they also may be ferocious, negative and used to pour out judgment.  
 
     The Greek word used for "another" in verse one, means another of the same kind of strong angel 
that has been used in these Tribulation judgments as in Revelation 5:2. The word "mighty" or 
“strong” indicates this is a very powerful angel who has great might and strength (Smith, Greek 
Lexicon, p. 220). This is a very high-ranked angel being used at this point in the Tribulation. Some 
have speculated that this is either Gabriel or Michael. The arguments are based on the fact that 
Revelation is closely connected to Daniel and Daniel features both of these angels (Daniel 8:16, 
9:21, 10:13, 10:21, and 12:1). However, it is obvious that this angel is not named but is one of the 
highest ranking angels in heaven.  
 
     This angel is filled with splendor, greatness and strength. This mighty angel comes down from 
heaven. The Greek text literally reads “coming down out of the heaven”. The point is that this angel is 
bringing these judgments directly out of the throne of God. What is about to take place will be some 
major things against Israel, which will include the terror of the Antichrist, and all of this is coming 
directly from God’s throne.  
 
    This mighty angel is clothed with a cloud. Clouds that you can see are not small, which would 
indicate this angel would have a huge appearance. Also in Scripture a heavenly “cloud” often 
represents the glory of God, specifically in regard to the nation of Israel (Exodus 13:21-22).  
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     So this angel will be a large reflection of the glory of God and will also have a connection to Israel. 
If we keep in perspective what this angel is about to do, we may conclude that the ferocious 
judgment of God is that which glorifies God.  
 
     This mighty angel also has a rainbow upon his head. Perhaps this was included to remind John 
and future readers that even in judgment, God will always remember His people as He did through 
the establishment of the Noahic Covenant. Biblically speaking, the rainbow represents God’s 
faithfulness to keep His word. 
 
     His face shined as it were like the sun and His feet were as pillars of fire. The pillars of fire clearly 
connect to Israel being led by God (Exodus 13:21-22; 14:19, 24). The feet like fire represent a being 
with enough power to pour out judgment and stamp out sin. Also notice the pronouns used for, 
head, face and feet. It was the masculine personal pronoun “his” rather than “her”. Just as the angels 
Michael and Gabriel are masculine in gender so this pronoun indicates the same for this high-
ranking angel.  
 
Revelation 10:2 

2 And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on 
the earth, 

     There is much controversy surrounding this little book and its contents, but in all reality it 
becomes nothing more than speculation. We may assume that it is obviously part of the final 
judgments of God which are contained in the Word of God, and we may also assume that it is 
specifically connected to Israel. We may notice that the little book is open, which would indicate 
that this angel highly esteems God’s Word and is interested in meticulously obeying it. Everything 
pertaining to God’s judgment is contained in the Word of God.  
 
     The angel was standing with one foot on the sea and one on the land. This point is stressed three 
times in this section: in verses 2, 5, and 8. There are a couple of things that this means: 
 
1. This angel is about to pour out the final wrath of God literally on the sea and on the land. 
2. This angel is about to take charge of the remainder of the land and the sea. 
3. This angel is about to pour out the final judgment of God that will be focused on the land people, 
Israel, and the sea people, the Gentiles (Revelation 14:6/17:15).  
 
This final judgment will include the Gentile nations in a connection with Israel.  
 
Revelation 10:3 
 
3 And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered 
their voices. 
 
     This angel cries out with a loud voice and heaven responds. This angel will cry out with a loud 
thunderous voice like the roar of a lion. We may assume that this will be heard all over the earth. 
The repetition of the “seven thunders” represents the fact that the full and complete judgment of 
God will be terrible and powerful. The voices are communicating an understandable message to 
John and he is about it write them down. 
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Revelation 10:4 

4 And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not. 

     We know from verse number four that John actually heard what the seven thunderous voices 
said and was about to write it down and a voice from heaven told him not to write it. Although we 
do not know for sure what this seven fold message of God's judgment was it was clearly understood 
by the Apostle John.  
 
There are a couple of applications to make here:  
 
1. God reveals certain things to some which He does not reveal to others. Some people have a much 
deeper grasp of the things of God than others do.  
 
2. God reveals very specific details concerning His prophetic program, but we do not know 
everything. No one knows everything about God.  
 
     We can only know as much as God has revealed in His Word, but there are some things He has 
not revealed. Here John is revealed something but he was told he must conceal the message of the 
seven thunders until God's time.   
 
Revelation 10:5 

5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 

     This is the second mention of the earth and the sea. It is here that this angel lifts up his hand to 
heaven. This Greek verb appears often in the technical sense of raising the hand as in taking an oath 
or a solemn vow.  

Daniel 12:7 

7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his 
right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it shall be for a 
time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, 
all these things shall be finished.  

Matthew 5:33-34 

33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but 
shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 

34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne. 

     This angel's hand is raised toward the third heaven, the represented dwelling place of Almighty 
God. This mighty angel is taking an oath. This vow or oath by the authority of God who created all 
things that now it is time for God to judge all things. The One who made all things has the right to 
judge all things, and the angel announces there is no more delay.  
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     In other words, the finale of the prophetic program of God is underway. One might ask what is it 
that has delayed God’s wrath? The answer is God’s grace toward His elect. 
 
II Peter 3:9 
 
9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to  
us-ward, not willingly that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  
 
Revelation 10:6 

6 And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, 
and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there 
should be time no longer: 

     This is indicating that the time delay will be no more, God's longsuffering has expired. God will 
now pour out the rest of His wrath He hath ordained upon the vessels of wrath fitted for 
destruction. There will be no more delays in the vindicating of the prayers of the saints in the 
pouring out of the last plagues of the Day of the LORD.  

Revelation 10:7 

7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God 
should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets. 

     This mystery is a truth that God concealed but has now revealed through Christ and His Apostles. 
Here the mystery is the final consummation of all things as God destroys sinners and establishes 
His righteous kingdom on this earth as He has declared to His servants the prophets. Although this 
mystery was not fully revealed nor was it fully understood by the Prophets, it was in fact revealed.  

Daniel 2:36-45 

36 This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. 

37 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and 
strength, and glory. 

38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath 
he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. 

39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, 
which shall bear rule over all the earth. 

40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth 
all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 

41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall 
be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed 
with miry clay. 
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42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, 
and partly broken. 

43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of 
men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 

44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 

45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it 
brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to 
the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof 
sure. 

     This is the culmination of the age, when His righteous kingdom is established upon this earth as 
declared to His servants the prophets. This is the purpose for the last of Daniel’s 70 weeks. Do not 
think for one second my friend that God is not in control! Because He is, even in the Great 
Tribulation He has a purpose that will be fulfilled for His glory. 

     “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon the holy city, to finish the transgression, 
and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy” (Daniel 9:24). This 
is God’s seven fold purpose for the end of days, the Great Tribulation. 


