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1 Corinthians 15:1-6 
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I 
preached to you, which you received, in which you 

stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold 
fast to the word I preached to you-unless you 

believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received, that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he 
was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared 
to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to 

more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  
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Ephesians 1:15-23 

Resurrection Hope & Power  
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Ephesians 1:15-18 

15 For this reason, because I have heard of your 

faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 

the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for 

you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 

revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having 

the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 

know what is the hope to which he has called 

you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in the saints,  
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Ephesians 1:19-23 
19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 

power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of his great might 20 that he worked in 

Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 

him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far 

above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not 

only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And 

he put all things under his feet and gave him as 

head over all things to the church, 23 which is his 

body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
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V15-17 
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and 

your love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, 

remembering you in my prayers 

• Paul is praying for the church in Ephesus  

– He believes they are the church, because of their faith in the Lord 

Jesus, and their love towards all the saints  

– Note, these prayers are unceasing prayers (v16)  

What specifically is Paul praying for them?  

• V17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 

give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him 

• Paul is praying that God would work through the Holy Spirit granting 

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him  

– Broad and deep knowledge, disclosed/laying bear/lighten 

Wisdom and Revelation in the knowledge of what?  

Him (Jesus Christ): Who He is, What He accomplished, Who we are in Him 
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V18  
John 15:26 But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the 

Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear 

witness about me (Jesus Christ).  

• Paul’s desire is that the church grow in the wisdom and revelation in 

knowledge of Jesus Christ  

What does this look like?  

• V18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened that you may know  

• The greatest need we all have today is grow in the wisdom and revelation 

in the knowledge of Jesus  

• We need the Holy Spirit to make this happen (thus the continual prayer) 

• Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 

interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

– V32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while 

he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures? 

We need the Holy Spirit, and we have responsibility (Word/Prayer) 
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V18  
2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 

godliness, through the knowledge of him (Jesus)  

• In the knowledge of Jesus (gospel) we have all things that pertain to life and 

godliness  

Paul’s prayer is that God would give to us the Spirit of wisdom & revelation in 

knowledge of Jesus by enlightening the eyes of our heart to know: 

• What is the hope to which he has called you (v18) 

• What are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints (v18) 

• What is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe (v19) 

 

What is the hope to which he has called you (v18): 

1 Peter 1:3-5  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According 

to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 

undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being 

guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time 

• Hope is joyful and confident expectation regarding our future  
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V18-19  
Paul’s prayer is that God would give to us the Spirit of wisdom & revelation in 

knowledge of Jesus by enlightening the eyes of our heart to know: 

• What are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints (v18) 

– As joint heirs to the glorious inheritance, this is the consummation of all 

things for eternity  

– 1 Corinthians 2:9 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart 

of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him” 

– Psalm 84:10 For a day in your courts is better than a thousand 

elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 

dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

• What is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe 

– Omnipotent power has been given! 

• When was it given? “Toward us who believe” 

– What a glorious gospel for weak people (we must be weak to come, and 

God keeps us weak to keep us dependent/looking to Him) 

• This is why Paul can say “I boast in my weakness…For when I am 

weak, then I am strong” (in His power) 2 Cor 12:9-10 
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V19-23  
The immeasurable power of God has bee granted to all believers 

• Paul understands (and we need to as well) that in order to live in this 

immeasurable power so we can glorify God, we must know Jesus more 

• We need to make the connection: As the eyes of our heart are enlightened, by 

the Spirit, through the Word, bringing wisdom and revelation of Jesus Christ, 

we then know the immeasurable power of God is with us (a reckoning and 

then living)  

– This is why Paul said in Phil 3:10 “That I may know Him, & the power of 

His resurrection” (Notice the link between knowing Jesus & the power)  

 

How vast is this power God has given us?  

According to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when 

he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 

every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 

And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 

church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
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Resurrection Hope and Power   
Christ HAS risen & ascended on high, & is seated at the right hand of the Father 

• He was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification (Rom 

4:25)  

• We have a living hope in a risen Savior  

• The power that raised Jesus from the dead and seated Him above every 

authority is at work in all believers 

• As the eyes of our hearts are enlightened by the Holy Spirit, granting the 

Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, we come to know 

these things.  

– The more we are assured of these glorious truths (concerning Jesus 

Christ, and our union with Him thus securing our past, present and 

future) the more we will live in light of them, and glorify His name  

– Our hope is in Christ alone  

– May we give our lives to knowing Him and the power of His resurrection  
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