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Introduction  

1. These final admonitions (vv. 2-6) relate to saints in their conduct at home, at work, and in 
society.  

2. Last week we considered Paul’s admonition to pray. 

a. Paul exhorted the Colossian believers to avail themselves of the opportunity to use prayer as a 
means to further their walk with Christ. 

b. Prayer was so important that they were to attend to it with earnest and persistent care, being 
watchful in it. 

c. Watchfulness assumes danger from either enemies or neglect—probably both. 

3. Prayer primarily addresses our conduct within the walls of the church. 

Today we want to consider the command to walk in wisdom. The focus of this admonition is 
toward those outside the church—unbelievers. 

I. Praying and Wisdom  

1. The transition from insiders to outsiders comes with Paul’s request, “Pray for us.”  

a. His request pertains to his present circumstances and his great burden for the work of the 
gospel.  

b. The work of the gospel is central to this intermediate period between Christ’s first and second 
comings. 

c. All ministers need this intercession because they are bound in this duty to declare the gospel. 

2. Paul’s request involved two things:   

a. First, he desired that God would grant him gospel opportunity (a door) in the face of his 
present circumstances.  

1) Because of the gospel, Paul was a prisoner.  

2) His bondage did not negate his responsibility,  but it did complicate it. 

a) He was responsible for an outlawed message.  

b) He was also inhibited by the constraint of his chains. 

b. Second, he wanted to have clarity in the proclamation of the gospel. 

1) The term (phaneroo, translated clarity) also implies boldness (note Eph. 6:19). 

2) Paul’s circumstances were due in part to the blindness of sinners who did not understand 
the message. 

3) Their blindness also made them hostile, tempting Paul not to further endanger himself. 

II. Walking and Wisdom  

1. In contemplating his circumstances, Paul turned his focus to the need for believers to live wisely 
before the world (v. 5). 

Believers need to be wise as serpents but harmless as doves (Matt. 10:16). 



a. Divine wisdom (knowing how to use truth) must accompany the divine message if we are to 
be effective in gospel work. 

b. Walking is a metaphor used in Scripture to describe one’s manner of life.  

2. The believer’s walk in wisdom involves two things: 

a. Believers are to use their time wisely. 

1) The Greek (exagorazo) means literally to “redeem” the time (KJV).  

2) The parallel passage in Ephesians 5:15, 16 adds the reason for redeeming the time: 
“because the days are evil”—filled with trial and hardship due to sin and rebellion against 
God. 

b. Second, wise walking involves knowing how to speak to sinners around us. 

1) Sadly, because of unwise words, Christians are often seen as harsh and judgmental. 

a) Our addressing sinful conduct is to be neither caustic nor compromising. 

b) We need wisdom to demonstrate God’s love and compassion while we gently expose the 
sinner’s behavior as sinful. 

2) Our manner of speaking must be— 

a) Consistent —always: at all times and occasions 

b) Gracious—pleasant and courteous 

c) Salacious*—seasoned with salt—two uses:(1) to flavor discourse (the primary idea here; 
Luke 14:34) and (2) to preserve and render wholesome (Eph. 4:29) 

3. The purpose of wise speech is to equip believers to know how to answer sinners.  

a. Unbelievers need to understand their condition and the divine remedy in the gospel.  

1) Sinners do not always understand their condition nor how to explain it. 

2) Believers need wisdom to understand and address both asked and unasked questions (1 
Peter 3:15).  

b. Believers are entrusted with the message and the means to point sinners to Jesus. 

1) Sinners need Jesus, and believers are commissioned to introduce Him to them. 

2) Let us pray and study to be wise and bold in the task.  

In light of this passage, we need to ask— 

1. Do you pray for opportunities to declare the gospel? 

2. Are you willing to suffer difficult circumstances for the gospel? 

3. Do you study in order to explain the gospel clearly and boldly? 

4. Do you pray for wisdom to live effectively? 

5. Can you address sinfulness in others with compassion and without compromise? 

 
*The English term, salacious, formerly meant what Paul argues here; however, the term has come to mean speech that is morally foul. I 

am using the term in its original meaning for this outline.  

 


