
Easter Sunday 2014 

 

On Thursday Evening we took a careful walk through the 2 gardens of the Bible, the Garden of 

Eden and the Garden of Gethsemane.  

This Easter morning we return to the garden theme to consider two individuals, two men, two 

gardeners. 

 

Allow me to introduce you to the Two Gardeners: 

1. First Gardener,   (is also called) The First Adam,  (We receive from him) Mortal Life 

2. Second Gardener,  (also called) The Last Adam,  (From Him we gain) Resurrection Life  

 

The first gardener is of curse the first man. In the book of Genesis we know him as Adam. 

 According to the Word of God the First man, Adam, was created by the gracious hand of 

God on the 6
th

 day of creation.  

 

Genesis 2:7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.  

 God took the man he had formed and brought him to that marvelous dwelling place where he 

would abide in joyful communion with the Living God.  

 

Genesis 2: 15  The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and 

keep it. 

 The First Man was in fact the first gardener. Employed by the creator to tend to and rule over 

His vast creation. 

 The first man the first gardener was MADE a PERFECT MAN, (Even as I say that I must 

admit that I can’t even begin to imagine what that perfection would be like)   

 Adam dwelt in the garden along with his wife in faultless innocence, walking freely with 

God in the cool of the day.  

 

Adam was the head of the human race, 

Our progenitor  (the original model, the ancestor of us all)   

Genetically, intellectually and emotionally Adam was perfect; He was morally undefiled and 

spiritually pure. 

 Adam wasn’t raised in a dysfunctional family; he didn’t carry and negative baggage from his 

past into his relationship with Eve.  (HE didn’t have a past) 

 While He didn’t CARRY any negative baggage, he did CREATE significant baggage that 

his kids, his grand kids and yes even we, would have to carry. 

 

Genesis records the seductive narrative of how the serpent initiated the rebellion of the first 

GARDENER bringing the wrath of God upon him who was the head of all humanity. 

 Adam’s sin brought the judgment of death to all men. 

 Originally created in innocence, dwelling in a perfect environment, existing in unbroken 

communion with the triune God Adam was OUR best representative…   

 BUT he failed, he fell and he took all of us with him. 

 



Romans 5: 12  Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through 

sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 

 The FIRST GARDENER leaves us, leaves all of mankind in a desperate and depraved 

condition.  

 Condemned under the wrath of God, living under the reign of death that has been decreed 

upon a rebellious, sinful humanity. 

 How can man recover from such a fall?   Who could deliver us from death? 

 

Job wrestled with these same questions:  He wondered, “Isn’t there someone who can place one 

hand on God and one hand on man and act as a mediator between the two?”  

 

What we really need is a new Adam, a different gardener, someone who can satisfy the justice of 

God, and release us from the prison of sin. Because our heart is wicked, we need someone who is 

able to remove this heart of stone and give us a brand new heart.   

 Let me introduce you to the Second Gardener. 

 

The Second Gardener was greeted by Mary Magdalene, as he stood near the “Garden Tomb” 

early in the morning on that first resurrection Sunday. 

John 20:1  Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it 

was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went 

to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have 

taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 

 Peter and John ran to investigate Mary’s hysterical claims. 

 They found the tomb as she described but they didn’t understand at that point that Christ had 

risen from the grave so they turned and went home…. 

 Meanwhile Mary continued in her frantic and bewildered disposition, unwilling to leave the 

place where the body of her precious Lord had been laid. 

 

John 20:11  But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into 

the tomb. 12  And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at 

the head and one at the feet. 13  They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 

them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 

14  Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was 

Jesus. 15  Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 

 Mary supposes that this stranger is the gardener…. She thinks that he has taken the body of 

her Lord.    (IS SHE WRONG??) 

 Actually he HAS taken the body of her Lord… He has taken it from the jaws of death, 

radically transformed it from a lifeless corps and powerfully raised it to life eternal. 

 In fact he is a gardener, he is the second gardener…   

Just as there was a garden and a gardener at man’s beginning there is a garden and a gardener at 

man’s New Beginning! 

 Jesus, the Gardener turns to Mary and says: 

 



16  Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 

Teacher). 17  Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but 

go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 

your God.’” 

 The First Gardener rebelled against God and was cast out of the garden, away from the 

presence of God. 

 The Second Gardener paid the sin debt acquired by the First gardener. He rose from the dead 

and ascended into the very presence of the Father. 

 The First Adam was driven away from God  

 The Last Adam is seated at his right hand. 

o Through him and only through him the believing ones gain access to the presence 

of God. 

 

The First Adam was the head of the human race,  

The Last Adam is the head of a whole new race of redeemed humanity. (head of the church) 

The First Adam brought death upon all men. 

The Last Adam brings resurrection life to ALL who believe. 

 Look with me at what Paul writes to the believers at Corinth: 

 

1 Corinthians 15:45  Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last 

Adam became a life-giving spirit. 

 By virtue of our connection with the First Adam WE are living beings.  (Genesis 2:7)  

 Like Adam we exist in physical bodies that are quickened or driven by the soul. (mind, will, 

emotions) 

 We receive our physical existence from the First Adam. (I don’t need to tell you: this 

physical existence is passing, we grow old and our bodies wear out) 

 

When Paul speaks of Jesus as the “Last Adam” he portrays him in dramatic contrast to the First 

Adam.  Here is the contrast: 

 We derive our fleshly life from the First Adam. 

 We receive eternal life, Spiritual life with all of its benefits and distinctive privileges from 

Jesus Christ, the Last Adam, who has become a life-giving spirit. 

 Not only does Jesus possess life he actually GIVES life. 

 

John 10: 27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28  I give them 

eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 

 Here is how it works: 

 

Everyone who hears the Gospel and believes that Jesus Christ, the Eternal Second Person of the 

Trinity, who came from heaven and dwelt among men, lived a perfect, sinless life which ended 

when he offered himself as the one and only atoning sacrifice for our sins, for those who believe 

this Gospel Jesus is a life giving spirit. 

 

When an individual who is DEAD in sin is born of God, repents of his sin and believes on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, that individual is given eternal life.  

 



Ephesians 2:4  But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 

5  even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 

have been saved,  6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, 

 There is a God ordained order that can be seen in the First and the Last Adam.  

 In our physical birth we bear the likeness of the first Adam, in our New Birth we bear the 

image of the Last Adam. 

 

1 Corinthians 15: 46  But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 

47  The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 

 FIRST: We all begin as natural men, weak, corruptible and frail.   

 

Paul likens our present physical bodies to seeds. Seeds are not pretty, they are specifically 

designed to go into the ground and die,   

BUT when the seed dies it springs forth new life. Through Jesus Christ it is a life that is much 

more glorious than that which was planted.  

 

1 Corinthians 15: 42  So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what 

is raised is imperishable.  43  It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; 

it is raised in power.  44  It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 

natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 

 The First Adam left us perishable, dishonored, weak and fleshly. 

 The Last Adam PAID the debt of sin for all who believe and gives eternal life that is 

described as “imperishable, glorious and powerful.” 

How sure can we be of  that???  Paul wrote: 

“If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.” 

 This wording express certainty.  

 As surely as there is (right now) a physical body…. You can be sure that there is a spiritual 

body awaiting ALL who believe. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:48  As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the 

man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  49  Just as we have borne the image of the 

man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

 On this day when we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus from the dead we embrace 

the great hope, his promise of our own resurrection. 

 The promise of God to all who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ is that we shall also bear the 

image of the man of heaven. 

 

Albert Barns:  As we are so closely connected with Adam as to resemble him, so by the Divine 

arrangement, and by faith in the Lord Jesus, we are so closely connected with him that we shall 

resemble him in heaven. And as he is now free from frailty, sickness, pain, sorrow, and death, 

and as he has a pure and spiritual body, adapted to a residence in heaven, so shall we be in that 

future world. 

 The Apostle John confirms this in his 1
st
 epistle: 

 



1Jo 3:2  Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 

know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 

 

This is the GRAND HOPE of Resurrection Sunday, Jesus Christ, the Last Adam, the Second 

Gardner,  has destroyed death and  given us a GLIMPSE of our eternal future….. 

 Fleshly weakness will be gone forever. Death has been destroyed. 

 Sin, suffering and sorrow will be a thing of the past.  

 The wall of separation has been broken down and we will dwell in the presence of the Lord. 

 

Isaiah 35: 10  And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and 

sighing shall flee away. 

 

 

 

 


