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Theme: Living life with the proper perspective on people and pain. 
Proposition: We must live life with the proper perspective on people and 

pain. 
Question: How can we have joy when dealing with people and pain? 

I. Paul’s joy at the progress of the gospel (1:12) 

A. The power of testimony   

  1. The impact for evangelism (1:13) 

  2. The impact for edification (1:14) 

 B. The provocation of self-serving saints (1:15-18) 

  1. The recognition of the opposition. 

   a. Clarification of identity. 
   b. Clarification of intention. 

2. The right response to the opposition. 

II. Paul’s joy in the providence of God 

 A. The providence of God is not an excuse for passivity. 

 B. The plans of God are not thwarted by imperfection. 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/churchplantmedia-cms/bethel_baptist_schaumburg/sermonnotes.docx


QUESTIONS: 

1. What did you hear? 

2. How can you use the way a person responds to the circumstances of 
life to share the gospel with them?  
 
Can you share an example of a time when the way you or someone 
else responded to life opened the door for sharing the Gospel? 

3. How can a person’s response to the circumstances of life negatively 
affect the sharing of the Gospel?   
 
Can you share of an example of when this has happened? 

4. Can you share a time when you improperly identified people because 
of your preconceived notions about them?   
 
What do you think James 2:1-13 has to say about this? 

5. What are some of the ways that we tend to “categorize” people based 
upon a past experience?  (i.e. we experienced a time when they were 
dishonest, and now we think of them as being dishonest all the time). 

6. How do you deal with the temptation to question people’s motives 
when you have seen them displayed improper motives in past? 

7. What is the difference between being “skeptical” and being 
“discerning?” 

8. How difficult is it for you to treat others as forgiven whenever their 
trust has been broken?   
 
Why is this so?   
 
How do we go about restoring trust? 



9. How should you view the providence of God in difficult circumstances?  
 
What makes the difference between living with a right response to the 
providence of God (hope, joy, trust) and a wrong response (fatalism, 
apathy, discouragement)? 

10.  How should the providence of God impact our thinking given the fact 
that we all sin? 

11. Do you agree the statement, “The greatest hurts in life come from 
people rather than circumstances?”   
 
Why or why not? 

12. It has been said, “The closer the relationship, the deeper the knife 
wound.”  What you think that means?   
 
What impact does this have on your relationships? 

13. In light of this discussion about Paul’s perspective on people and pain, 
discuss the importance of living with a Gospel perspective that is 
consumed with knowing Christ and making Him known. 


