
Mk. 16:15-20  “Final Words” 

For the Children: Have your parents ever gone away on holiday, leaving you to be looked after by someone 
else?  When parents do this, they usually leave their children with some last-minute instructions.  “Don’t forget to
do everything Aunty Mabel tells you!  And don’t forget to do your homework!  Oh, and don’t fight with each other!”
– and so on.  They want to make sure you remember the important things.  When the Lord Jesus left this world, 
He also left behind some last-minute instructions: “Don’t forget to preach the Gospel to the world!  And don’t 
forget what the Gospel actually is!  And don’t forget how it was all foretold in the Old Testament!”  He then went 
to heaven to help us from there, and sent His Spirit to help us here, to do what He said.  Questions: What does 
it mean to “herald” the Gospel?  What is the Gospel?  How does the Lord help us to tell others the Gospel?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Introduction:

First Point: The Final Teaching
1) The Great Commission: Mark compresses the Lord’s post-resurrection teachings into a brief summary of

the main points.  One of those points concerns the Great Commission.  As in Mt. 28:18-20, there is a 
command to “herald” the Gospel, assuming that they will have already gone out into the world.  To 
“herald” is to pass on the King’s proclamation with His delegated authority.  Since this is part of the 
Lord’s “last words,” it is very important.

2) The Promise and the Warning: The essence of that Gospel is summed up by a promise and a warning.  
The promise is that the one who believes (in a final way) and is baptized, will be saved.  The one who 
rejects the Gospel (in a final way) will be condemned.  Baptism is not essential for salvation, but for 
obedience.  It is mentioned – and mentioned after believing – because this is about those converted by 
the church carrying out her commission.

3) The Attesting Signs: The Lord gave attesting signs to the church, to confirm the revelation of the 
apostles, which the church would “herald”; and to help protect the vulnerable infant-church in this early 
stage.  These extraordinary signs would later disappear – though the Lord still providentially protects His
church according to His purposes.

Second Point: The Final Departure
1) After the Teaching: The Lord had to finish His teaching-programme before He left this world.  His 

departure could therefore not take place until after He had met with the disciples in Galilee.  Hence the 
word “spoke” uses a tense that implies finality – nothing more needs to be said.

2) The Ascension: The ascension is relevant to the Great Commission because it manifests that all 
authority has been given to Christ (Dan. 7:13-14, Mt. 28:18, Mk. 14:62).  Only divine authority could 
order such a great commission!  Only divine authority would be sufficient to enable the church to carry 
out this commission!  

3) The Heavenly Session: Similarly, sitting at the right hand of God means wielding divine power.  As Ps. 
110 says, the Lord would wield this power to subdue all His enemies.  “Sat” uses the tense of finality – 
His rule is final.  His defeat of Satan, sin and death is permanent.  His intercession is effective.  The work
He sends His Spirit to accomplish is assured.  That is why the church is now able to carry out the Great 
Commission.

Third Point: The Final Result
1) The Commission Carried Out: After the ascension and Pentecost, the church went out and began to 

carry out the Great Commission as the Lord had commanded.  This is one of the final results of the 
Lord’s work, so “preached” also involves the “final” tense.

2) The Lord Worked with Them: The church could only do this because the Lord remained with them, 
working with them – in His divine nature, and by His Word and Spirit.  He worked also by giving them the
attesting signs mentioned before.  Though these extraordinary signs have ceased, the Lord still works 
with and through us – by His providence, His Word and His Spirit.

Conclusion:


