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GO TELL PETER! – II 

Mark 16: 7 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

What is the most beautiful part of the resurrection to you? Is it the empty 

tomb? Is it the appearance of Jesus in the garden to Mary Magdalene? Is it 

Jesus special appearance to Thomas showing him His hands and His feet? Is 

it the appearance of Jesus with the two disciples in the road home from 

Jerusalem to Emmaus? If we could call witness, I believe Peter would tell 

us, ―The most beautiful part of Christ’s resurrection is hearing the women 

who heard the angel at the tomb say, ―He is not here; He has risen. Behold 

the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter, ―He is 

going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, just as I have told 

you.‖ Why were the words, ―Go tell the disciples and Peter‖ so important to 

Peter? Was he just a man needing attention? Let me remind you of the truth 

of what happened Thursday evening of Passion Week, after the Last Supper.  

The disciples with Jesus had sung a hymn in that large upper room. Then 

following Jesus, the disciples went up out to the Mount of Olives. 

Remember in Mark 14: 27 how Jesus now told them all, ―You will all fall 

away, because it is written, ―I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep 

shall be scattered. But after I have been raised, I will go before you to 

Galilee.‖ But Peter said to Jesus, ―Even though all may fall away, yet I will 

not.‖ All the disciples heard Peter tell Jesus, ―Even if I have to die with You, 

I will not deny You!‖ And they all were saying the same thing too. (Mark 

14: 31) What all the disciples heard all heaven heard too. Interestingly, the 

other disciples fled, when Jesus was arrested, but Peter secretly slipped into 

the courtyard of the high priest.  

 

What the rest of the disciples never saw nor heard, all heaven heard. All of 

heaven watched Peter fall. All heaven saw Peter deny he even knew Jesus 

three times, before the rooster crowed twice. What happens to us, beloved 

when we fail? What does God think about us? Haven’t we all found out at 

work, and sometimes even at home, that second chances are hard to come 

by? It’s not everyday that we get another chance. The resurrection story of 

Jesus rising from the dead is the true story of God caring for Peter, and 

illustrating to us all that He wants us that he wants every condemned sinner 

to have another chance. II Peter 3: 9 is Peter’s way of telling us all that what 

was true for him is true for every man. Peter says, ―The Lord is not slow 

about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 

willing that any should perish, but that all would come to repentance.‖  
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Peter’s experience in falling began for him the turning point in his life. 

Christ had said to him, in John 13: 36, ―Where I go, you cannot follow Me 

now; but you shall follow later." Peter replied, ―Lord, why can I not follow 

You right now? I will lay down my life for You.‖ Jesus knew that Peter was 

not in a fit state to follow Him, because he had not been brought to a place 

God must bring us all. God must bring us all to the end of ourselves. Peter 

did not fully know himself. That’s why he could not follow Christ. After 

Peter denied Jesus three times, and went out and wept bitterly, then the great 

change Jesus alone could bring began to come. Christ had previously said to 

Peter in Luke 22:32, "When you are converted, strengthen your brethren."  

 

After the resurrection, Peter came to the amazing place of being converted 

from trust in himself to faith only in his Lord Jesus Christ. I thank God for 

the story of Peter. I do not know of any biblical personality who gives us 

greater comfort. When we look at his character, so full of failures, and at 

what Christ made of him by the power of the Holy Spirit, then I know there 

is still hope for me. I know there is hope for everyone of us. Remember that 

before Christ could fill Peter with the Holy Spirit, and make a new man out 

of him, Peter had to repent. He had to go out and weep bitterly. Peter had to 

be humbled. He had to be pruned. Today, let’s examine the change the 

resurrection made in Peter. What had to change in him? What has to change 

in us for us to be filled with the power of the resurrection life of Jesus? I see 

four stages that I call us all to examine as we think of our love for Jesus. 

What are these four stages? Where does Jesus want to begin with us, once 

we come to repentance, faith and receiving of Jesus into our lives? 

 

GOD HAS TO BEGIN WITH OUR INITIAL DEVOTION TO HIM, 

WHICH APPEARS SO BEAUTIFUL! (I.) Peter said to Jesus, "We have 

forsaken all and followed Thee." (Matt. 19:27) Peter spoke the truth. What a 

devoted disciple he was to Jesus. Earlier in Peter’s experience as a 

fisherman, Jesus called Peter to forsake his nets and follow Him. Peter did 

that at once. Peter was a man of absolute surrender. Peter gave up all to 

follow Jesus. Peter was also a man of devotion and ready obedience. You 

remember when Jesus said to him: "Launch out into the deep, and let down 

the net." Peter was no amateur fisherman. He knew better. Beloved, in our 

devotion to Jesus, how many of us argue with Jesus and His will? We know 

better than He does. Peter knew there were no fish there. Why? The disciples 

had been toiling all night. They had caught nothing. Nevertheless, Peter said, 

"At thy word I will let down the net." Peter submitted to the word of Jesus. 
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He went further perhaps than many of us have ever gone. Peter also was a 

man of great faith. Remember when Peter saw Jesus walking on the water of 

the Sea of Galilee, Peter said, "Lord, if it is You, bid me come to You on the 

water.‖ When Jesus beckoned Peter to come, Peter stepped out of the boat 

and walked upon the water, quite well until he took his eyes off Jesus and 

looked at the waves.  

 

Peter also had great spiritual discernment. Remember when Jesus asked the 

disciples: "Whom do ye say that I am?" Peter was devoted. He was quick to 

answer,"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." And Christ said: 

"Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it 

unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven" (Matt. 16:17). And Christ 

spoke of him as being steadfast, so He called him Cephas, meaning 

steadfast, and in Greek, the Aramaic word Cephas is translated Peter, which 

means a rock. Jesus told Peter that upon his confession of faith in Him, He 

would build His church and that the gates of hell would not prevail against 

it. Jesus also gave to Peter the keys of His kingdom. Peter was a deeply 

devoted disciple of Jesus. If Peter were in our church today, everybody 

would say that he was a top of the line, spiritual Christian. But something 

was missing prior to the denial of Peter and the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus, something was missing prior to Pentecost when the 

risen Christ poured out His Spirit on the church, and on Peter. Let’s move to 

a second stage God wants to bring us to?  

 

GOD BEGINS TO SHOW US OUR TRUE SELVES AND OUR 

SPIRITUAL POVERTY EVEN THOUGH WE ARE DEVOTED. (II.) 

You remember that just after Christ had said to him: "Flesh and blood hath 

not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven." Christ began to 

speak about his sufferings, and Peter dared to say: "Be it far from You, Lord: 

this shall not happen to You." Jesus immediately replied, ―Get thee behind 

me Satan:... for thou savorest not the things that be of God, but those that be 

of men." There was in Peter a deep self will. He was trusting his own 

wisdom, and actually forbidding Christ to go and die for us all. Where did 

that come from? Peter trusted himself, and his own thoughts about divine 

things. We see later on in Peter’s life, more than once, that among the 

disciples there was a questioning of who should be the greatest; and Peter 

was one of them. Peter, as the other disciples, thought he had a right to the 

very first place. He sought his own honor even above the other disciples. 

Peter said though all others forsook Jesus, he would never do it. It was the 

life of self and that life of self was strong in Peter. He had left his fishing 
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boats and his nets to follow Jesus, but he had not left his old self. Jesus had 

said, "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

cross daily, and follow me." No man can follow Jesus fully unless he denies 

himself. What does that mean? When Peter denied Christ, we read that he 

three times said; "I do not know the man." Peter was saying, "I have nothing 

to do with Jesus. I deny having any connection with Him. Have we denied 

self? It could never happen without the power of the resurrection. There’s a 

third stage. 

 

GOD MUST SHOW US US HOW SINFUL WE ARE, EVEN AFTER 

WE HAVE REPENTED AND RECEIVED HIM. (III.) When Jesus said 

in Mark 14: 30, ―Truly I said to you, that you yourself this very night, before 

a cock crows twice, shall three times deny Me.‖ Peter didn’t believe Jesus’ 

words. He still trusted his judgment above the Lord, as perhaps many of us 

still do. But with strong self confidence Peter said, "Though all should 

forsake Thee, yet not I. I am ready to go with Thee, to prison and to death.."  

Peter honestly meant it. Peter really intended to never forsake Jesus. Yet 

Peter did not know himself. He did not believe he was as bad as Jesus said 

he was. How many of us are like Peter?  

 

We can think of a single sin here or there that come between us and God. 

Yet which one of us today want to think of all our self-life, our very nature, 

as all unclean? What are we to do with the flesh that is entirely under the 

power of sin? Deliverance from confidence in ourselves, from the flesh is 

what we need. Peter did not understand this. Sometimes in my life, I haven’t 

understood either. For Peter, the result was that he denied his Lord. Jesus 

said to His disciples that they must deny themselves. But if we do not, we 

are all capable as Peter of denying Jesus. ―You will deny Me three times.‖ 

There is no other choice for us; we must either deny self or we will deny 

Christ. There are two great powers fighting each other inside us all. The 

carnal nature even in the believer is the power of sin. Either we will trust 

alone in the power of Christ or we will trust in ourselves. One or the other 

will rule us as Paul taught in Galatians 5. Oh how we all need someone to go 

tell Peter and us too that Jesus is alive and He will live in us and empower us 

to live as His resurrected disciples. Lastly,  

 

GOD IS READY TO GIVE THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTED 

LIFE TO US BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT. (IV.) When true repentance occurs, 

and it must, then resurrected power from Christ is ours. When Jesus tenderly 

looked at Peter, that look of love broke the heart of Peter. He now knew how 
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terrible his sin was. He knew Jesus every word was right and he was wrong. 

Jesus had known all along. Now he saw the depths of sin into which he had 

fallen. When Peter went out and wept bitterly, it was true repentance. It was 

repentance not to be repented of. All the rest of Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

morning, the repentance remained, but it appeared to be repentance too late. 

That is until, Mark 16: 7 and the angel said, Go tell Peter. Jesus appeared 

alone to Peter. And the very next time Peter saw Jesus on the beach, he got 

so excited that he jumped into the Sea of Galilee! Peter now after his 

commissioning by Jesus at the beach, given a new assignment to tend His 

lambs, then to shepherd Jesus’ sheep, and to tend His sheep, did just that. If 

you’ve ever wondered what would make a man willing to be crucified 

upside down, maybe now you know. It’s not every day you find someone 

who’ll give you a second chance—much less someone who’ll give you a 

second chance every day. In the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ, Peter found 

both a second chance after denying Him and second chances even after that. 

You will find the same in Jesus.  

 

I close with the words of Don Francisco in  He’s Alive! 

 

―The gates and doors were barred, And all the windows fastened down I 

spent the night in sleeplessness And rose at every sound Half in hopeless 

sorrow And half in fear the day Would find the soldiers breakin' through 

To drag us all away And just before the sunrise I heard something at the wall 

The gate began to rattle And a voice began to call I hurried to the window 

Looked down into the street Expecting swords and torches And the sound of 

soldiers' feet But there was no one there but Mary So I went down to let her 

in John stood there beside me As she told me where she'd been She said they 

might have moved Him in the night And none of us knows where The 

stone's been rolled away And now His body isn't there We both ran toward 

the garden Then John ran on ahead We found the stone and empty tomb 

Just the way that Mary said But the winding sheet they wrapped Him in Was 

just an empty shell And how or where they'd taken Him Was more than I 

could tell Oh something strange had happened there Just what I did not 

know John believed a miracle But I just turned to go Circumstance and 

speculation Couldn't lift me very high 'Cause I'd seen them crucify him 

Then I saw him dieBack inside the house again The guilt and anguish came 

Everything I'd promised Him Just added to my shame When at last it came 

to choices I denied I knew His name And even if He was alive It wouldn't be 

the same But suddenly the air was filled With a strange and sweet perfume 

Light that came from everywhere Drove the shadows from the room And 
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Jesus stood before me With his arms held open wide And I fell down on my 

knees And I just clung to Him and cried Then He raised me to my feet 

And as I looked into His eyes The love was shining out from Him Like 

sunlight from the skies Guilt in my confusion Disappeared in sweet release 

And every fear I'd ever had just melted into peace He's alive yes He's alive 

Yes He's alive and I'm forgiven Heaven's gates are open wide 

He's alive yes He's alive Oh He's alive and I'm forgiven 

Heaven's gates are open wide He's alive yes He's alive Hallelujah He's alive 

He's alive and I'm forgiven Heaven's gates are open wide 

He's alive He's alive He's alive I believe it He's alive.‖ Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 


