
Are You Ready to Die?  Luke 16:19-31    4/24/16I.   Introduction.  A.Hell is an extremely unpopular subject.  B.Yet deep down people know hell exists.  Ro. 1:32II.  You will die. v. 19-22  A. In life the rich man and Lazarus were opposites.  v. 19-21B. Death is the great equalizer.  v. 22 Ecc. 3:20  Heb. 9:27a III. When you die, you will be judged by God.  v. 22-23A. You will not merely cease to exist or be reincarnated. Nor will all go to heaven.B. Judgement will not be based upon your worldly status.  v. 23 18:18ff  Pr. 30:8-9C. Why does the rich man wind up in flames?   v. 13-15 12:18-21,33f   Mt. 25:41-46 You can go to hell for the things you didn’t do.  11:27-28 12:20-21 13:23-30 16:9IV.  God's judgement cannot be reversed.  v. 23-26A.There will be a great division of humanity.  v. 24-25   Mt. 25:41  Heb. 9:27  Ps. 9:7-8B. Hell is more miserable that you can imagine. v. 23-24  Rev. 20:10,14-15 21:8 14:101. Hell is a place. 16:31  Acts 1:25 22:13 Ps. 89:48 49:15   Pr. 5:5 Dt. 32:22 Rev. 20:13-14Mt. 5:29 10:28 18:9 23:33  2. Conscious torment. 16:23,25,28 13:28   Rev. 14:10-11 20:10,14-15   Isa. 48:22     2 Th. 1:9 Mt. 22:13 8:12  3. Everlasting. Matt. 25:46 13:40  Mark 9:48  Isa. 66:24   Dan. 12:2   Rev. 14:114. Is this punishment unfair?  Mt. 25:41 13:41-42  Rev. 20:10,15 21:8  2 Pe. 2:4 Ps. 9:7-851:4 Ro. 2:2 1:28ff 6:23 11:33ff  John 3:18-19   Isa. 66:45. Disbelief in hell will not enable You to escape.  Gen. 3:46.Jesus speaks more about hell than heaven. Mt. 5:22,29,30 7:13  8:12 10:28 13:40-42,5018:9 22:13 23:33 24:51 25:30,41,46 Mk. 9:43-48 Lu. 12:5 13:28 16:23-26 17:26f   7. Why should we proclaim the biblical teaching about hell? 2 Tim. 3:16-17 Acts 20:27  Ps. 5:4-6   Nah. 1:2-6  Ro. 5:9  Gal. 3:13  C. Heaven is more wonderful that you can imagine.  Phil. 1:23  Rev. 21:4   2 Co. 5:81. A place of joy, comfort and holiness in God's presence. I John 3:2  I Thess. 4:17 2. A place of security -- a paradise which cannot be lost.D. The decision you make in this life is final.  v. 26   Prov. 11:7 1. The rich man was in hell because of the choice he made. John 3:19  2. You will get no second chance.  v. 26   Heb. 9:273. Nor will you suffer only temporarily in purgatory.4. After death, there is an uncrossable chasm between the saved and the lost, betweenheaven and hell.



E. God offers good news for you who are still alive! 1. Jesus has suffered on the cross so that people might escape hell and gain heaven.2. He is the only bridge which crosses the chasm -- but only if you cross in time.  15:7-10  I Pet. 3:18  II Cor. 8:9 5:21  John 14:6  Acts 4:12  Gal. 3:13 V.  If you go to hell, you will be without excuse.  v. 27-31A. Do you claim that you would believe if God provided more proof?  v. 27-28   1. The rich man claims that his brothers would believe if miraculously warned.  John 20:292. What is wrong with the rich man’s request?  B. God has given you all the proof you need. v. 29 16:16 24:25-27 John 5:39,46-471. The Scriptures tell you everything necessary for salvation.  v. 29 2. Lazarus had embraced this message. C. Even if someone came back from the dead, you would not be convinced!  v.30-311. The problem is not a lack of evidence, but hardness of heart.2. God has raised someone from the dead!  John 11:25-26a   Rom. 4:243. God has sent me here to warn you.  Acts 17:30  Rom. 10:8-13  John 5:24

Discussion questions1. Why don’t most people believe in hell?2. How would you answer someone who says that a good and loving God wouldn’t send anyoneto hell?3. Who will be in hell?4. What would you say to someone who says that he plans to have a great time in hell?5. What benefits do we gain from studying what God’s Word says about hell?6. Why is it important to preach about God’s wrath?7. How can you be sure that you will not go to hell? 


