
Covenant Theology 

The Covenant of Works 



Covenant of Works 

• The Covenant of Works is the arrangemen
t between God and man requiring perfect o
bedience to have God's blessing.     



The Bases of the             
Covenant of Works 

• God is righteous in all He does.     
 (Psalm 92:15;  145:17;  1John 1:5).   

• Therefore, God's creation is upright and good.  
 (Genesis 1:31;  Eccl. 7:29) 

• Therefore, God's creatures are morally obligated 
 to be like their Creator.       
 (1Peter 1:15-16; Matthew 5:48; 1John 3:3).   

• This moral obligation requires perfect obedience, 
 from all creatures.  (LBCF 19:1)            



Various Views of the              
Covenant of Works 

• All conditional covenants are covenants of works;    
the covenant of works is God's legal requirement on 
all men; and the Adamic covenant of works is with   
Adam only. 

• OR...  God's legal requirement on all men is His        
righteousness and law; and the covenant of works is 
made with Adam.       



Did God Make A Covenant 
With Adam? 

• Romans 5:12:ff 
• 1Corinthians 15:22 
• Genesis 2:9, 16-17;  3:22-24.   
 * Is Adam obligated to be holy, even without the  
  Tree of Knowledge of Good & Evil? 
 * Why the command? 
 *Why the tree of life, and guarding it                                   
  (See also Revelation 22:2, 14)  



Did God Make A Covenant 
With Adam? 

• Observations: 
 *  Adam was tested by God.  If he obeys without 
 the trees as a probation, he gets what he already 
 has.  What does he get if he obeys the test?  IF 
 he eats of the tree of life instead? 
 *   Adam is definitely acting, not for himself, but 
 for the human race.      



Denying the Covenant  
of Works 

• Dispensationalists - Was only one test among  
 many. 

• Arminians - Adam's sin only makes the world sinful, 
 and me inclined to sin.  

• Federal Vision / NPP - The covenant with Adam 
 is only one adminstation of the whole arrangement 
 of the gospel, which requires obedience.        



Denying the Covenant of  
Works - Theological Results 

• If, before the Fall, Adam stood by grace alone (not 
 by works) - then what was it about Adam that 
 required grace to be accepted with God? 

 *  Did God create Adam unacceptable? 
 *  Is the distance of creature from Creator, as to 
 essence or being, in itself sin?  If so, what does this 
 say about Christ's human nature? 



Denying the Covenant of  
Works - Theological Results 

• If Adam is not required to fulfill the law of God, 
 then what is his sin?   

• Further, what is the nature of Christ's obedience?  
 Christ is undoing the effects of Adam's sin, and 
 Adam's sin is not disobeying God's law written on 
 the heart, then what law did Christ obey? 



Denying the Covenant of  
Works - Theological Results 

• Some "reformed" claim that the covenant with  
 Adam was just another administration of God's 
 promise of grace.   

• What happens is that law gets mixed up into grace.  
 One is saved by grace, operating through faith, 
 repentance, and covenantal obedience.   



Implications of the Covenant  
of Works 

• We are all born condemned because of what Adam 
did. 

• All men are still under the Covenant of Works' 
 requirements to be holy as God is.   

• Christ's life fulfills what Adam failed to do.   
• Christ's obedience produces a positive righteous-

 ness in fulfilling the Covenant of Works, which is 
 granted to us.   


