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Genesis 29:31 When the Lord saw that Leah was 

hated, he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. 

Genesis 30:1-2 When Rachel saw that she bore 

Jacob no children, she envied her sister. She said to 

Jacob, “Give me children, or I shall die!” 2 Jacob’s 

anger was kindled against Rachel, and he said, “Am 

I in the place of God, who has withheld from you the 

fruit of the womb?” 

Genesis 30:22 Then God remembered Rachel, and 

God listened to her and opened her womb.

Psalm 127:3 Behold children are a heritage from 

the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward. 
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Rejoice in the Lord and praise His name

Henry and Olga Adams are expecting 
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Gospel of John 

John 1:1-18

Prologue

All Bible Verses are in the ESV Version (unless noted)
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All rights reserved. 

All emphasis added/insertions are mine
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John 1:1-8
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about 
the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was 
not the light, but came to bear witness about the 
light.
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John 1:9-13
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 

coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and 

the world was made through him, yet the world did 

not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own 

people did not receive him. 12But to all who did 

receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God, 13who were born, 

not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God.
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John 1:14-18 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John 

bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he 

of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 

before me, because he was before me.’”) 16For 

from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No 

one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 

Father’s side, he has made him known.
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Author: John (disciple/apostle), brother of James and son of Zebedee, refers to 

himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved (5 x’s)

Purpose of the his gospel: 

John 20:30-31 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book, 31 but these things are written so that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 

you may have eternal life in his name.

V1-18 Prologue (Introduction)-The lens through which John wants us to read 

his gospel. If we don’t understand the prologue, we will not understand the gospel.

• The Word (logos) is God (v1) 

– (Triune reality of God) (v1) 

• The Word (logos) became flesh (v14)

– John 10:31-33 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32Jesus 

answered them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; 

for which of them are you going to stone me?” 33The Jews answered 

him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for 

blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.”

– John 20:28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
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In the beginning was the Word, & the Word was with God, & the Word was God.

In the beginning was the Word (Logos):

• Jesus is the Word (Logos) Relating to both Jewish and Greek 
readers 

– Jewish (logos=revelation & power of God OT) Greek 
(logos=bridge/intermediary between transcendent God and 
material world)

• In the beginning was the Word:

– Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth

– “Was” (ēn) –John is intentionally using verb form that does 
not account for place/time (beginning)v1

• In v3 when speaking of creation different form showing 
place/time, v6 John Baptist different form showing 
place/time, v14 incarnation different form showing 
place/time

• And the Word was with God (Relationship with God and showing 
distinction)
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In the beginning was the Word, & the Word was with God, & the Word was God.

And the Word was God

• The rejection of Jesus’ Deity will be seen by Jews chapter 8 & 10

• The heresy that Jesus was not God was notably started again by Arius (3-4th Century)

– Arianism deemed heresy: First Counsel of Nicaea (325 AD)/First Counsel of 

Constantinople (381 AD)

– The rejection of Jesus Deity taught by JW, Mormons, Muslims 

• JW argument “The Word was a god” (Because there is not a definite article before 

God) 

– In clause 3 “The Word” is the subject and “God” is modifier (describes)

– John is affirming Jesus essence/nature (God), but also not wanting to cancel out the 

truth he gave in clause 2

– Clause 3 must be able to stand on it’s own, and it must not contradict clause 2 

– If John adds the definite article “the” before “God” in clause 3, it would contradict 

the point he is making in clause 2 (with 2 definite articles there can be zero 

distinction) 

• Jesus in His nature is fully God (clause 3), Jesus in His identity has some 

distinction (clause 2) 

• Jesus (Son) is 1 of the 3 persons that makes up the One being God

– In the immediate context (v1-18) God is referred to without the definite article 

numerous times (v6, v12, v13) (In NT over 280 x’s) 10



In the beginning was the Word, & the Word was with God, & the Word was God.

– V2 He was in the beginning with God (restatement of clause 1 and 2 in v1) 

– V3 All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that 
as made (Showing us Jesus/Logos relationship with creation) 

• They add in “all other things” 

• V3 Removes Jesus from the created category completely and irrefutably

– V18 is the other book end to the Deity statement in v1 

– Outside of the immediate context:

• John 8:58-59 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham 
was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him”

• John 10:30 Jesus –”I and the Father are one”

• John 20:28 Thomas calls Jesus God “My Lord and my God” 

• Titus 2:13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ

• John 12:36-41/Isaiah 9:6, Colossians 1, Hebrews 1

John is striving to make it clear from the beginning who Jesus is (God, Messiah)

– If you miss either of these truths, you are lost 

– If for the first time you are seeing Jesus for who He is and His worth, know that He 
took on flesh (v14) to seek and save that which is lost (repent & believe the gospel)

– If you have placed your trust in Jesus, I pray you find peace and rest knowing that 
you are trusting in God, the Creator of all things, and the Way, the truth and the life.11


