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John 13:35 (NKJV) “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
 
I.       Loving Those Who Are Suffering (v. 13) 
 

Psalms 50:15 (NKJV) “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.” 
 
 
Ephesians 6:19 (HCSB) “Pray also for me, that the message may be given to me when I open my mouth to make known 
with boldness the mystery of the gospel.” 
 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 (NKJV) “1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, 
just as it is with you, 2 and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have faith.” 

 
 
 
 
II.      Loving Those Who Are Sick (vv. 14-18) 
 

Acts 9:37 (NKJV) “But it happened in those days that she became sick and died. When they had washed her, they laid 
her in an upper room.” 
 
 
2 Corinthians 12:10 (NKJV) “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 
 
 
A. Call for the Elders to Pray for the Sick One (v. 14a) 
 
 
B. The Elders Anoint the Sick One With Oil (v. 14b) 

 
1. The Medicinal View 
 

Luke 10:34 (NKJV) “So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him 
on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.” 

 
2. The Sacramental View  
 
 

Sacrament─An infusion of special grace into the soul 
 
 

3. The Symbolic View  
 
 
 



C. The Elders Pray in Faith for the Sick One (vv. 15-18) 
 

“To be told that longed-for healing was denied you because of some defect in your faith when you had labored and 
strained every way you knew to devote yourself to God and to ‘believe for blessing’ is to be pitchforked into distress, 
despair, and a sense of abandonment by God. That is as bitter a feeling as any this side of hell─particularly if, like 
most invalids, your sensitivity is already up and your spirits down.”                                                             ─J. I. Packer 
 

1. We Must Understand Some Reasons for Sickness  
 
 

1 Corinthians 11:30 (ESV) “That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.” 
 
John 9:1-3 (NASB) “1 As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. 2 And His disciples asked Him, 
‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?’ 3 Jesus answered, ‘It was neither 
that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.’” 

 
 

2. We Must Understand Some Truth About Faith 
 
 

Romans 8:28-29 (NASB) “28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many 
brethren.” 
 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31 (NASB) “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” 
 
 
“God saves the very best for those who leave the choice with Him.”                                                ─Unknown 
 
 
1 Kings 18:1 (NKJV) “And it came to pass after many days that the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in the 
third year, saying, ‘Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.’” 
 
 

 
 
III.     Loving Those Who Are Straying (vv. 19-20) 
 
 

1 Corinthians 5:5 (NKJV) “deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus.” 
 
 
Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” 
 
 
Galatians 6:1 (HCSB) “Brothers, if someone is caught in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual should restore such a 
person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so you won’t be tempted also.” 
 
 
 



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 4-26-15 AM  

“A LOVING CHURCH IN A COLD WORLD” 

JAMES 5:13-20 

#16 in Series, “James: Practical Wisdom” 

 

   We live in a very cold self centered world. In that atmosphere, the church should stand in a stark 

contrast. Our love for one another is the means that Jesus chose to convince the world that we are His 

disciples. John 13:35 (NKJV) “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another." What does a loving church filled with surrendered disciples of Jesus look like? Some would say 

that it is a church where there a lot of happy faces, laughter, hugs everywhere, a place where the members 

just love hanging out together and there are regular verbal affirmations of their love for one another. I 

wouldn’t say those are bad things, but how is that different from the local bar? The crowd at a lot of bars 

and fraternal organizations do all of those things. As the alcohol loosens people up, there are lots of hugs, 

laughing, affirmations of “I love you man”, telling one another how much they are cared for. Often these 

people love hanging out together and going places together. Those things are fine, but that doesn’t set 

Christians apart from the world.  

   I submit to you that what we see in these last eight verses of James gives us a good picture of what 

genuine love looks like in the body of Christ. I also would say that there is nothing in this world that can 

duplicate what we see in James 5:13-20. These things are accomplished only in a church filled with 

surrendered disciples of Jesus Christ.   

   There are several themes in James but perhaps the most prominent theme in the book is how Christians 

respond to their own trials and troubles, and to those same trials and troubles in other members of the 

body. Our response to trials and troubles (ours and others) is the theme of today’s text. I believe that it is 

primarily in how we respond to one another in trials that separates us from the world and displays God’s 

love in and through us and takes love for one another to a level that the world can’t even comprehend. It is 

that supernatural love that gives testimony to the world that we are His disciples.  

 

I.       Loving Those Who Are Suffering (V13) 

   The word translated “suffering” is a different word than the one translated “sick” in verses 14 and 15. 

The Greek word (kakopatheo) means to suffer evil treatment or affliction at the hands of those in the 

world. It is translated “Is any one of you in trouble?” in the NIV. It is not referring to sickness. The same 

word is translated “suffer hardship” in 2 Tim 2:9. In 2 Timothy 4:5, it is translated “endure afflictions”. 

What is the response of the person who is suffering from evil treatment by those in the world? It is to 

pray. Prayer is never to be our last resort; it is to be our first response. God gives us an invitation in 

Psalms 50:15 (NKJV) “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me."  

   Here is where the church comes in; we love and encourage those who are suffering by joining them in 

prayer. It is interesting to look at all the requests the apostle Paul makes for the churches to join him in 

prayer when he was suffering or facing suffering from the world. He says in Ephesians 6:19 (HCSB) 

“Pray also for me, that the message may be given to me when I open my mouth to make known with 

boldness the mystery of the gospel.” He asks prayer in 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 (NKJV) “
1 

Finally, 

brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you, 
2 

and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have faith.” Paul was 

suffering at the hand of individuals outside the church and he turns to prayer, but he wants the church to 

join him in prayer. Prayer is the primary way we come alongside those who are suffering. My strong 

desire is to see praying for one another a normal thing that happens especially when we join together for 

worship. I long for the day when this space we call “The Pointe” that was built (much with volunteer 

labor) to facilitate hospitality to visitors and among members would also be a place of prayer before and 

after the services.  

   James then addresses those in the church that are counting their suffering all joy as he admonished in 

James 1:2. If your heart is filled with joy, sing psalms (literally “praises”). The singing of praises by those 



who have suffered must be especially pleasing to the Lord. We are to pray when we are pressured and 

sing when we are pleasured by God’s amazing grace.  

 

II.      Loving Those Who Are Sick (V14-18) 

   To understand the instructions James is giving in this passage, we need to spend some time on the word 

translated “sick”. This is the only instruction in the New Testament about praying for the sick. There are 

records of healing the sick, but this is the only instruction given about praying for them. We need to make 

sure we understand who these instructions apply to. The Greek word translated “sick” (astheneo) has two 

possible meanings. Eighteen times in the New Testament, this word is used to refer to someone who is 

sick in the sense that they lack health and have a physical illness. An example would be Acts 9:37 

(NKJV) “But it happened in those days that she [Dorcas] became sick and died. When they had washed 

her, they laid her in an upper room.” Therefore, I believe that this passage refers to people who are ill and 

the implication is that it is serious illness and not a sinus infection or a cold.  

   The word translated “sick” in verse 14 can also mean emotional and physical weakness from constant 

battle, being beat down by people or circumstances, spiritual warfare, or the pressure of ministering to 

others. This word translated “sick” can refer to times when suffering and circumstances have left someone 

unable to function in the body of Christ. This Greek word is used 14 times with this meaning. An example 

would be 2 Corinthians 12:10 (NKJV) “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, 

in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” Notice what has 

brought on the weakness - infirmities, reproaches, needs, persecutions, and distresses.  

   I believe that the following instructions apply to both types of sickness. With that foundation, let’s look 

at the instructions for what to do in serious sickness. 

A.   Call for the Elders to Pray for the Sick One (V14a)  

   The elders are the pastor’s and leaders of the church. Generally, “elder” refers to the office and “pastor” 

refers to the function. Notice that the elders are not the ones who are taking the initiative. It is certainly 

appropriate for the elders or any member of the church to pray for the sick, but this is talking about 

serious situations where other steps (that we will look at in a moment) are to be taken in addition to 

prayer.  

   Notice that the instruction here is not that the sick person go to a healing meeting. Many of those things 

are shams. I can truly say that I can never remember an incident in this church where the Elders have been 

called on to pray for someone in this way that we have not gone – never!  

B.   The Elders Anoint the Sick One with Oil (V14b) 

   Within Christianity, there are three main views of anointing with oil. First, there is the medicinal view. 

Olive oil had some medicinal uses in that day. You see this use of oil in the parable of the Good 

Samaritan in Luke 10:34 (NKJV) “So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 

wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.” The wine was to 

fight infection and the oil was to soothe the hurt. This view of the oil would translate to today by saying 

that we should pray for the sick and give them medicine. This view certainly has truth to it, but why 

would the Elders be called to give the sick medicine? I personally don’t believe that this view is the best 

interpretation of verse 14.  

   A second view concerning the anointing with oil is called “the sacramental” view. The anointing with 

oil developed into a sacrament in the 12
th

 century. In Roman Catholicism, a sacrament is an infusion of a 

special grace into the soul.  The anointing with oil was called “last rites” (the name has changed now to 

“anointing of the sick”). When someone was dying, they were anointed with oil and prayed over by a 

priest. This was to remove the remnants of sin and strengthen the soul in preparation for death. That view 

can be rejected quickly. The focus on this prayer in James is God’s will related to healing, not a 

preparation for death!  

   A third view is the symbolic view. This is the view that we take though we use literal oil. In the 

Scripture, anointing with oil often symbolized setting apart a person for a special purpose. For instance, 

the high priest and the kings of Israel were anointed with oil as they were set apart for the task they had 



been called to. When someone calls the Elders to pray and anoint with oil, I usually read this passage in 

James and then explain that the oil symbolizes that they are setting apart their life to be used of God for 

His purposes. Why would God heal a person only for them to live a life that did not glorify Him? The sick 

person is saying, “Lord, I set myself apart to you to be used however You see fit. If you choose to heal 

me, I will live for your glory. If you choose to not heal me, I will live for your glory.”  

   I believe that this symbolic view fits both types of sickness that we looked at earlier. It is a setting apart 

or consecration of a physically sick person to the Lord’s purpose for their life. It is the setting apart of the 

beat down, emotionally drained person to regain their strength and get back into the battle. 

C.   The Elders Pray in Faith for the Sick One (V15-18) 

   These are controversial verses and deserve our close attention. There are many of the “health wealth and 

prosperity” preachers that interpret these verses to mean that if you will just believe God for your healing, 

you will have it. The implication is that if you are not healed, it is your own fault. This is not hypothetical 

with me. I have had to clean up the “mess” from this false teaching. I have seen people who were not 

healed and added to their sickness deep guilt because their faith must have been insufficient. If you could 

go to some of the “healing meetings” and see how people are screened before they are allowed on stage 

and then see the people who didn’t “make the cut” leaving after the “healer” has gone to the airport to get 

on his private jet to go deceive the crowd in the next city. To see the grieving parents pushing the 

wheelchair carrying their crippled child, and the cancer weakened discouraged people leaving the meeting 

with hope gone and not be righteously angry is beyond my comprehension. Dr. J. I. Packer said it well. 

“To be told that longed-for healing was denied you because of some defect in your faith when you had 

labored and strained every way you knew to devote yourself to God and to ‘believe for blessing’ is to be 

pitchforked into distress, despair, and a sense of abandonment by God. That is as bitter a feeling as any 

this side of hell – particularly if, like most invalids, your sensitivity is already up and your spirits down.” 

[J. I. Packer, Quoted in David Jeremiah, Turning Toward Integrity, page 187].  

   To understand this passage, we must understand two things. 

1.   We Must Understand Some Reasons for Sickness  

   There are basically two main reasons people are sick. First, some are sick because of sin. In one sense 

all sickness is because of sin. In the Garden of Eden Adam and Eve’s sin brought sickness and death into 

the world. Had man never sinned, there would be no sickness. However, it would be a horrible and 

devastating thing to say that all sickness is because of some specific sin that the sick person committed. 

What is the connection between a person’s own sin and their sickness? If we abuse our body, we should 

not be surprised if we are physically sick or emotionally beat down and unable to go on. For instance, Dr. 

Eric Graham, a leader in lung surgery and research says that for every cigarette a person smokes, you take 

14.4 minutes off your life. Every pack of cigarettes you smoke takes 4.8 hours off your life. In other 

words, if this Dr. is correct, a pack a day habit takes about 73 days off your life every year you smoke.                                        

When we eat bad food and especially too much of it, there will often be sickness as a result. Someone said 

that most Americans live off half of what we eat and the Doctors live off the other half. God is gracious 

and gives some people health that abuse their bodies, but don’t presume upon God. Sometimes the 

sickness is not just from abusing the body; sometimes it is God disciplining His child for acts of sin. In 

Corinth, there were people in the church who were abusing the Lord’s Supper and as a result they were 

sick. 1 Corinthians 11:30 (ESV) “That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.” 

Sometimes, God in His sovereignty chooses to heal even when the sickness is brought about by sin. In 

other words, the sick person repents and as the last part of James 5:15 says, “…And if he has committed 

sins, he will be forgiven.” If the sickness is caused by sin, the anointing with oil is accompanied by 

confession of sin (V16). 

   The second reason Christians are sick is because it is an opportunity for God to be glorified by 

displaying His perfections. We read in John 9:1-3 (NASB) “
1 

As He passed by, He saw a man blind from 

birth. 
2 

And His disciples asked Him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born 

blind?’ 
3 

Jesus answered, ‘It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works 

of God might be displayed in him.’” The power of God is displayed when the sick person is healed and 



also when the sick person manifests the joy of the Lord and the amazing enabling grace of God by 

persevering through the sickness. God can choose to glorify Himself through a miraculous healing, a 

healing assisted by medical science, or through giving His sustaining grace through the sickness that He 

may sovereignly choose not to heal.  

2.   We Must Understand Some Truth about Faith 

   In verse 15 we are told that “the prayer of faith will save the sick…” The word translated “save” is 

translated “restore” in the NASB. That especially is true when the sick one is beat down and emotionally 

drained. If the beat down, drained believer will turn to God in faith, the prayer and encouragement by the 

Elders will be used of God to encourage the downcast believer and restore him to usefulness.  

   The phrase that I want to focus on in verse 15 is “the prayer of faith”. What is faith? At its most basic 

definition, faith is believing God. Faith is living in anticipation that God is going to do what He says; it 

believes that God will keep His promise. Let me help you see “the prayer of faith” in a way that you may 

not have seen before. What has God promised in relation to all sickness? He has not promised to 

physically heal every sickness immediately and supernaturally. The people who teach that He does 

promise to supernaturally heal every physical sickness when we have faith can’t live by their own 

teaching. Did you ever wonder why some people who teach that wear glasses? Here is what God has 

promised every Christian. Romans 8:28-29 (NASB) “
28 

And we know that God causes all things to work 

together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 
29 

For those 

whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would 

be the firstborn among many brethren”. The fact that He has commanded us in 1 Corinthians 10:31 

(NASB) “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” means that it is 

His will that we glorify Him in every situation and circumstance. When it comes to sickness, the true 

prayer of faith is that we believe God to conform us to Christ and bring glory to Him whether He 

sovereignly chooses to heal here and now supernaturally or He chooses to bring glory to Himself through 

giving us His enabling grace to suffer with joy and praise Him for His enabling grace in our sickness. We 

leave the specifics up to Him because we trust Him to do what is best. That is the prayer of faith. 

Something my wife had on display on the refrigerator for years was this: “God saves the very best for 

those who leave the choice with Him.” 

   James then proceeds to give us an example of the prayer of faith. It is the example of Elijah. Elijah 

wasn’t some kind of super human! He was a man of flesh and blood and struggles as we are, but he 

prayed in faith and God answered his prayer. Which prayer is he speaking of? It was the prayer for God to 

send rain on drought stricken Israel. Elijah had a very distinct promise from God in 1 Kings 18:1 (NKJV) 

“And it came to pass after many days that the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, 

‘Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.’" When Elijah prayed in faith He was 

praying based on a specific promise from God. God told him that it was going to stop raining and then 

God told him when it was going to start raining. What we learn from Elijah is that we can trust God to 

keep His promises.  

 

III.     Loving Those Who Are Straying (V19-20) 

   To me, this is the clearest mark of a loving church. Love has an affirming side and a confronting side. If 

either is missing, we are not expressing biblical love. In the text, the situation is that a believer is straying 

from the truth of Scripture. The word “wanders” in verse 19 speaks of a gradual drifting from the 

fellowship and a life that honors God. It may be drifting away in attitudes or in actions. It could be 

straying in faithfulness to the services, activity in a ministry, language that is used, jokes that are told, 

attitudes toward others, a critical spirit, moral compromises, or any number of other ways we stray. 

Unless this is lovingly dealt with the result will often be a sin so serious that it could lead to the believer 

being taken home (called the “sin leading to death” in 1 John 5:16), or a sin that brings about official 

church discipline that left unrepentant leads to being put out of the church and as 1 Corinthians 5:5 

(NKJV) says, to “deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved 

in the day of the Lord Jesus.” The loving confrontation will “save a soul from death”. Often we say, “But 



they may get upset if I confront them, even if it is in love”. That is correct, but love sees the danger and 

cannot stand by and do nothing. If the brother or sister hears the rebuke and repents, you very well may 

have saved his / her life! This is why it is so important to not forsake gathering together with other 

believers on Sunday. Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is 

the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

Some of that exhorting is encouragement and some is confrontive. When we confront the straying and 

they repent, their sins are covered. 

CONCLUSION 

   My prayer is that we will be a truly loving church – with those who are suffering, those who are 

sick, and those who are straying. 


