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Diakoneo

We are rapidly coming to the end of the Easter season.  This 
Thursday is not only National Day of Prayer it is also Ascension Day, which 
we will celebrate next Sunday.  The following Sunday is Pentecost 
whereupon we begin the longest season of the church year.  But since we 
are still in Easter we will continue our sermon theme following the growth of 
the early Christian church in the time after Christ’s death and resurrection.  
So far our journey has seen Peter preach a bold sermon that led to 3,000 
baptisms.  The church was growing as people were transformed by the 
Holy Spirit into dedicated Christians or as they were first knows followers of 
the way.  As we have seen these followers were devoted to Bible study, 
corporate worship, eating together and celebrating communion together, 
praying, praising God and preaching that salvation came through no one 
else but through Jesus Christ alone.  This preaching was bold and 
courageous and the disciples were so committed that they rejoiced when 
they suffered on account of being a Christian.  As they saw it, it was a 
compliment that God deemed them worthy to suffer on account of their 
faith.  Life was good even when from the outside it looked pretty bad.  
When God’s church is thriving you know what’s going to come next Satan 
is going to begin to gnaw away at the church and try to bring discord, 
bitterness and anger.  This is what we see in Acts 6:1. 

Luke writes that the number of disciples or followers was increasing 
and the Grecian Jews began complaining about the Hebraic Jews.  Why?  
One of Satan’s favorite tools; discrimination.  At this time the early church 
was made up of Jewish converts and was pretty well confined to the region 
around Jerusalem.  In that region there were Hebrew-speaking Jews who 
had been born in that region and there were Jews who spoke Greek these 
were people who had moved there from other areas.  The Hebrew and 
Aramaic speaking Jews, or Jewish converts we should say, were doing 
what they were supposed to do they were providing the widows with food.  
This was a loving act but it also was overshadowed by the fact that they 
only provided for widows who also spoke Hebrew or Aramaic.  In other 
words they were only dealing with the locals.  The Greek speaking Jews 
saw this as discrimination and they began to complain.  What happened 
next was one of the most significant events in the establishment of the 
early church.  It is an event that still impacts the church to this day.  Luke 
records in Acts 6:2, “So the twelve gathered all the disciples together and 



said, ‘it would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God 
in order to wait on tables.  Brothers choose seven men from among you 
who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom we will turn the 
responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the 
ministry of the word.’”  Why is this so significant?  It’s sets several 
precedence’s’. 

 First of all notice what the twelve disciples do, “they summoned the 
full number of disciples.”  This is the first recorded congregational meeting.  
Believers were not called members they were called disciples and what a 
wonderful title that is.  Each person was considered to be the same as 
Peter, James, John or any of the twelve.  They were all followers of Christ 
who lived for Him.  To be honest I think we should be the same way in 
today’s day and age.  Too often people take the word member and think of 
it as the membership to some club or organization. Too many Christians 
look at church membership as nothing more they basically say, “my name 
is on the rolls it must be okay.”  They couldn’t be farther from the truth.  
Jesus Himself says in Luke 11, “Blessed are those who hear the word of 
God and obey it.”  A disciple is much different than a member; a member 
has bought his membership.  If he uses it he uses it if he doesn’t use it he 
doesn’t use it it’s his decision whether he’s going to do something or not.  
But a disciple loves, respects, follows and obeys his master.  This is what 
being a part of the church means.  The twelve disciples did not just make 
decisions and then everyone jumped and followed.  Since everyone was a 
disciple everyone was called together so that as a church as the body of 
Christ they could move together in unity.  

The next critical aspect is that ministry is broken down and defined.  
There are three ministries that are mentioned.  First is the preaching of the 
word.  This was done primarily done by the disciples themselves at this 
time but as we look at the book of Acts we see that this ministry had three 
purposes.  The first was to bring people to faith the preaching of the word 
of God is evangelistic in nature.  Second they did this to prepare others for 
ministry.  The preaching of the word of God is disciplining and it leads to 
discipleship.  And third they preached the word of God to lay a foundation 
of truth.  The preaching of God’s word was and still must be doctrinal.

The second ministry is prayer.  This was a primary job of every 
disciple.  We see that the twelve were devoted to it but so was everyone 
else.  When Peter and John were arrested and put in prison what was the 
response of the believers or the other disciples?  They got together and 
prayed.



Finally the third ministry is service.  The Greek verb that is used here 
is “diakoneo”, which means to serve.  It is also the root word of the English 
word Deacon.  The final component in this verse is that ministry is shared 
or delegated.  Deacons are appointed to join the twelve in service of the 
Lord by serving others.  To be a Deacon the individual had to be spirit filled 
and wise.  How would you know if someone is spirit filled?  It will show they 
will consistently live for God.  They will consistently bear fruit, they will 
consistently serve by putting God and other before themselves and they 
will be wise.  For who is wiser than the Holy Spirit Himself who is living in 
their heart?

These are the three components of this verse.  This verse is the 
foundation for the organization and operation of the church it’s laid out 
here.  The church is not a building it is a community or body of believers 
who are unified in vision, purpose and service where everyone is devoted 
to preaching, praying and to meeting the needs of each other. 

Last week I had a member, no, make that a disciple talk to me about 
service in our congregation.  The person is older and the person shared 
that they wanted to do more but they couldn’t because they have a heart 
condition.  I was so touched here was a person who I see in church every 
Sunday who I know is active in prayer, who I know shares my sermons with 
others who I know is living for Jesus and this person wants to do more but 
can’t because she’ll die.  Her physical heart may be weak but spiritually she 
has a heart of diakoneo of service.  May we all truly ask ourselves today 
are we simply members or are we all disciples?  May we all have that heart 
to serve our Lord at all times and in all we do.

In our Savior’s name, Amen.


