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“Cling tightly with both your hands; when they fail, catch hold with your teeth; and if they give way, hang on by your eyelashes.” 
                                                                                                                                                                           —Charles Spurgeon 
 
1 Corinthians 15:1, 3, 4 (HCSB) “Now brothers, I want to clarify for you the gospel I proclaimed to you…that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures,  that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.” 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV) “8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 

not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 
 
Colossians 2:6 (NKJV) “As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.” 
 
Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
 
 
I.       Paul Explains His Authority (vv. 1-5) 
 
 

A. Paul’s Ministry (vv. 1-2) 
 

An apostle was a special messenger with a special message and special status of authority that came from 
someone higher than himself. 

 
 

B. Paul’s Message (vv. 3-4) 
 

John 10:17b-18a (NKJV) “17 I lay down My life that I may take it again. 18 No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of 
Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.”  
 
Matthew 27:50 (NKJV) “And Jesus …yielded up His spirit.” 
 
Romans 12:2a (NKJV) “And do not be conformed to this world…”   
 
Acts 2:23 (ESV) “this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 
killed by the hands of lawless men.” 

 
 

C. Paul’s Motive (v. 5) 
 
 
II.      Paul Expresses His Astonishment (vv. 6-7) 
 

Galatians 1:6b-7a (ESV) “ 6 …turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one…”  
 
III.     Paul Exposes His Enemies (vv. 8-9) 
 

Anathema—devoted to destruction  
 



 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 4-27-14 AM 

“GALATIANS: ROOTED IN THE GOSPEL” 

GALATIANS 1:1-9 

#1 in Series, “Living with Roots” 

 

   Roots are of vital importance. It is from the roots that nourishment is received; it is from the roots that 

stability is gained so that the harsh winds and storms cannot destroy. Without strong roots there is no 

growth or stability. Like trees, Christians need strong roots. Without strong, deep roots we are tossed 

about by every wind of false doctrine. Without strong, deep roots we will fall when the storms of life rage. 

Without strong, deep roots we will not be spiritually nourished to grow in the grace and knowledge of the 

Lord. We must be rooted in the Gospel, rooted in our liberty in Christ, and rooted in our identity in 

Christ, and rooted in Spirit empowered living. We will be looking at each of those areas and more in 

days to come.  

  Let me get some introductory things out of the way before we move on. When Paul speaks to the 

Galatians, he is not speaking to one church. Galatia wasn’t a city; it was a province. On Paul’s first 

missionary journey he primarily focused on four cities where he planted churches. He focused on Antioch 

of Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra (where he was stoned), and Derbe. It is likely that he is writing to these 

churches which were in the province of Galatia. We can read in the book of Acts, chapters 13-14 the 

details of Paul and these churches. Many would say that the book of Galatians is the most important of the 

Epistles in the New Testament. It is often called “The Magna Karta” of the early church and the masthead 

of the Protestant Reformation. This was Martin Luther’s favorite of the Epistles of the New Testament. 

   As you will see in a moment, Paul was extremely upset and disappointed with these Galatians. In fact, I 

would say that Paul’s soul was on fire as he wrote this book. His extreme emotion and what seems like 

harsh language is because the Gospel is being distorted. The Galatians were listening to some false 

teachers called Judaizers who were trying to mix grace and law. This mixture perverted the Gospel. The 

law has a curse for all who are under the law and there is a curse (as we will see later in this message) on 

all who distort and pervert the Gospel of grace. For a person to put himself under the law and also pervert 

the Gospel of grace brings a double curse. I will tell you now that Paul’s response to what was happening 

in the churches of Galatia was warranted. 

   The battle that Paul is dealing with in this small book is the battle to stay true to the Gospel of grace and 

to avoid legalism. The core issues that Paul was dealing with are issues we are still dealing with in the 21
st
 

century. The reason this is a constant battle is because legalism is our default mode. We are all recovering 

and potential Pharisees. There is always the pressure and the temptation to pervert the Gospel because the 

Gospel, rightly understood is an affront to our pride. We must hang on to the gospel at all costs. Spurgeon 

said, “Cling tightly with both your hands; when they fail, catch hold with your teeth; and if they give way, 

hang on by your eyelashes.” [Quoted in Todd Wilson, Galatians: Gospel Rooted Living, page 31]. The 

world, the devil, and our own flesh are constantly pressuring us to mix grace and law which distorts the 

Gospel. The battle is just as real for us as it was for Paul. 

   Since we are talking so much about the pressure to pervert the Gospel, I need to make sure that we all 

understand what the Bible means when it talks about the Gospel. The word itself simply means “good 

news”. While the Gospel is good news, it includes more than just good news to the sinner who is dead in 

trespasses and sins. The gospel is good news to the saint as well as the sinner. The Gospel is not just the 

way to enter salvation, it is also the way we live out salvation. Let me see if I can accurately summarize 

the Gospel. We read in 1 Corinthians 15:1, 3, 4 (HCSB) that the Gospel is the good news for sinners. “
1 

Now brothers, I want to clarify for you the gospel I proclaimed to you…
3 

… that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, 
4 

that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures”. We know that this good news is appropriated by grace through faith apart from human works. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV) “
8 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; 

it is the gift of God, 
9 

not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Just as we are saved by grace through faith, 



the good news, the Gospel to the Christian is that the ability to live out the Christian life is also a gift of 

God. The way the good news of the Gospel is appropriated by the sinner is the same way it is 

appropriated by the saint (saved ones). We walk in obedience and in victory over sin by grace through 

faith. Colossians 2:6 (NKJV) “As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him”. 

We received Him by grace through faith and that is how we walk in Him. Galatians 2:20 may be the key 

verse in Galatians. Here is the clearest description of the Gospel, the good news for Christians. Galatians 

2:20 (NKJV) “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 

life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for 

me.” The Gospel as it applies to the lost and the Gospel as it applies to the Christian must be held on to 

even (as Spurgeon said) if it is by our eyelashes.  

   With that introduction, let’s see in verses 1-9 how we can stay rooted in the Gospel. 

 

I.       Paul Explains His Authority (V1-5) 

   The Apostle Paul doesn’t start this letter like he starts all of his other letters. Later in the book Paul 

expresses his affection for the Galatians (4:12-20), but first there are some burning matters he is 

compelled to deal with. The roots of the Gospel are being pulled up and there is no time for “niceties” or 

polite language. He has some very stern things to say and that necessitates that right up front he must 

establish his authority. The reason that Paul starts with justifying his authority is not because he has ego 

problems. The reason that he makes such a big deal about his authority is because the legitimacy of the 

Gospel he proclaims rests on his God given authority. If his apostleship isn’t legitimate, then neither is the 

Gospel he proclaims. Paul relates his God given authority to his ministry, his message, and his motive. 

A.   Paul’s Ministry (V1-2) 

   The false teachers that were wrecking havoc among the Galatians were saying, “Who is this fellow 

‘Paul’ anyway? He was not one of the 12 that Jesus chose. He doesn’t have a letter of authorization from 

the Jerusalem church along with his formal ordination papers.” In response, in verses 1-2 Paul gives the 

foundation of his authority as an Apostle. Let me remind you what an apostle is. As the Jews understood 

the word, an Apostle was a special messenger with a special message and special status of authority 

that came from someone higher than himself. While Jesus was ministering on the earth, He had many 

disciples (following learners). Out of those many disciples, Jesus (after spending the whole night is 

prayer) selected 12 from among His disciples to be Apostles. Later we see that one of the requirements for 

an Apostle was that he had witnessed the resurrected Christ (Acts 1:21-22; 2:32; 3:15). While Paul was 

neither a disciple nor an Apostle during Christ’s earthly ministry, he had seen the risen Lord and had been 

commissioned directly by Him (Acts 9:1-18; 1 Corinthians 9:1). There was a more general use of the 

word “apostle” as one sent with a message (very similar to our concept of a missionary), but when it was 

used in an official sense as one a small group of 1
st
 century men who had been called and commissioned 

by Jesus Himself, it was a position of great authority and power. There are no apostles today in that 

official sense. These men were given the task of writing or supervising the writing of the New Testament. 

Before the New Testament Scriptures were widely distributed to the churches, these Apostles manifested 

their authority through acts of power such as the healing of the sick and even the raising of the dead. To 

summarize, these Apostles were the official spokesmen for Jesus Christ with divine authority. Paul wants 

them to know that the God who called him and sent him out to be an Apostle is the God who raised Jesus 

Christ from the dead.   

   To defend the Gospel that he preached, Paul had to defend his apostleship. 

B.   Paul’s Message (V3-4) 

   The greeting in verse 3 is the traditional greeting between Christians. Even though Paul was very upset 

and disappointed with the Galatians, he still considered them his brothers and sisters in Christ. This 

greeting is always in this order. It is never “peace and grace”. The reason for this order is that grace is the 

source of salvation and peace is the result of salvation. Both grace and peace flow from God the Father 

and our Lord Jesus Christ. There is no true peace part from experiencing God’s saving grace and all of 

those who have experienced His saving justifying grace have peace with God (Romans 5:1). 



   Verse 4 is a tremendous summary of the cross. Because the Galatians were vacillating in trusting 

Christ’s finished work on the cross, and were considering adding human works, Paul emphasizes what 

Christ accomplished there. First, he emphasizes Christ’s willingness to go to the cross. The crucifixion 

was voluntary self sacrifice. Jesus Christ gave up His life; no man could take it from Him (John 10:17b-

18a (NKJV) “
17 

…I lay down My life that I may take it again. 
18 

No one takes it from Me, but I lay it 

down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again”). When Jesus died, there 

was an unusual way of describing it. Matthew 27:50 (NKJV) tells us that Jesus “yielded up His spirit.” 

He was in control; He was not the victim. Second, this verse shows the purpose of the cross. The purpose 

for Jesus giving Himself is “for our sins”. The word “for” is the sense of “in exchange for” or “as a 

substitute for”. We owed a debt we could not pay and he paid a debt He did not owe. Oh glorious 

exchange! His death was so much more than an example; His death was so much more than His victory 

over death and the devil. It was those things, but primarily it was His substitution for us as He took our 

sin. His giving of Himself was the atonement, the propitiation, the satisfaction of the debt of death that we 

owed for our sin. The purpose of the cross was a substitution of Him who knew no sin for we who were 

dead in sin. His substitutionary death satisfied the justice and wrath of God that we might be shown mercy 

and be forgiven. This is the Gospel! Third, this verse shows the effect of the cross. Christ was crucified 

to “deliver us from this present evil age”. The NASB says “rescue us from this present evil age”. 

Actually, “rescue” is a better translation than “deliver”. Jesus’ incarnation was a rescue mission! Buddha 

came to teach, but not to rescue; Mohammed came to teach and conquer, but not to rescue. Only Jesus 

came on a rescue mission. What is “this present evil age”? This is referring to the world system that has 

Satan as its god (2 Corinthians 4:4). It is culture that leaves God out and sets values that contradicts God’s 

values. This world is constantly pulling us to conform to its values and views. That is why we are 

commanded in Romans 12:2a (NKJV) “And do not be conformed to this world…” Jesus came to rescue 

us from this world system that constantly pulls and tugs at us to accept its values. His rescue is to 

ultimately take us out of this world, but until that time He rescues us from its hold on us and its control of 

us. We are bodily in the world but we are not of this world. We are aliens and pilgrims in a land that is 

foreign to us (1 Peter 2:11). Paul calls it “this present evil age”. Fourth, this verse shows us the origin of 

the cross. The cross originated in the mind of God the Father. Peter proclaimed this in his sermon at 

Pentecost in Acts 2:23 (ESV) “this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge 

of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.” The cross was not an accident of history; it 

was a planned appointment by the God who controls history to accomplish His purposes.  

   We have examined Paul’s ministry and message. 

C.   Paul’s Motive (V5) 

   As we will see in chapter 6, the false teachers were not laboring for the glory of God, but for their own 

glory. Like false teachers today, they weren’t winning people to Christ, but seeking to steal converts and 

brag about their statistics. Paul, in contrast, focuses on the Gospel and ends his summary of the Gospel 

with a doxology that gives glory to God! Paul’s only concern was the glory of God. Oh may we learn 

from that!   

 

II.      Paul Expresses His Astonishment (V6-7) 

   What was it that so astonished Paul? It was their turning away from Christ to a false gospel which 

combined grace and works. The word “marvel” is translated “I am astonished” in the ESV. Paul was not 

astonished that the false teachers came. They always come. He was astonished that the Galatians were 

listening to them and beginning to believe them. They were abandoning liberty for legalism. They were 

giving up the freedom of grace for the bondage of the law! When any change is made to the Gospel, it is 

no longer the Gospel! Paul uses some harsh language here because the Gospel is precious and it must be 

protected and defended at all costs. We can differ on the mode of baptism, the details of the second 

coming, and the forms of church government, but the Gospel must not be tampered with and there is no 

room for tolerance when someone distorts, denies, adds to, or waters down the Gospel. Who were these 

enemies that were distorting the Gospel? They were called Judaizers. They were ethnic Jews who 



purported to accept Jesus as the Messiah, and even gave some significance to His cross, but they taught 

that salvation also involved becoming a Jew. Followers of Christ must be circumcised, keep the Jewish 

feasts, and the law. Their teachings are summarized in Acts 15:1. What they taught totally perverted and 

nullified the Gospel! Their teaching added works to grace which denied grace. As we will see over and 

over in this series, grace and works cannot mix; they are like oil and water. What these false teachers 

ended up with was not an alternate Gospel but a perverted gospel which was really no gospel at all. It was 

bad news, not good news! The ESV gives a better translation of the last part of verse 6 and the first part of 

verse 7. Galatians 1:6-7 (ESV) 
6 

“…turning to a different gospel— 
7 

not that there is another one…” 

These Judaizers were troubling these new believers. The word translated “trouble” means to shake back 

and forth, to agitate, or to confuse. The word translated “pervert” in verse 7 means “to distort”. It has the 

idea of turning something into the opposite. These Judaizers were actually reversing the Gospel! Adding 

works to the Gospel doesn’t just slightly change it; it reverses it! Learn this: the Devil troubles, agitates, 

stirs up the church as much by error as he does by evil.  

   Perhaps you are thinking, “How is this relevant to me? I’ve never met a Judaizer.” Let me share how 

this same perversion of the Gospel looks today. Many liberal churches pervert the Gospel by saying that 

what you believe is not of ultimate importance. What counts is that you are a loving, tolerant, good 

person. This view is just a works salvation and makes Jesus’ death and resurrection unnecessary. It also 

gives no hope to bad people and from a perfectly holy God’s viewpoint, we are all bad people! This view 

makes grace unnecessary. You can earn it yourself with being a good person. Another example is what 

some would call “fundamentalist” churches that emphasize rule keeping to be accepted by God. [I am a 

fundamentalist in the original meaning of the word – someone who believed the fundamentals of the 

faith]. They are at best perverting the Gospel of grace for the saved. A more controversial example is 

Roman Catholicism which teaches that salvation is by faith in Christ plus works – the sacraments 

including baptism, confession, etc. We could also include the churches that teach a gospel of self-

fulfillment or material prosperity. But even within churches that have very biblical doctrinal statements, 

perversion slips in that adds to the Gospel either in salvation or in living the Christian life.  

 

III.     Paul Exposes His Enemies (V8-9) 

   This is some really strong language! Paul says that whether it is he himself who comes back saying he 

has changed his mind about the gospel, an angel from Heaven or anyone else who contradicts the Gospel 

that was given to the Galatians, that person is “accursed”. That is a strong word. The Greek word is 

anathema. It literally means devoted to destruction. The NIV translates it “let them be eternally 

condemned”. When you trace this concept back to the Old Testament, it means something so abominable 

that God is glorified by its destruction.  

   I am convinced that we are too soft on false teaching that perverts the Gospel. We are too concerned 

with not wanting to offend anyone. False teaching that reverses the Gospel must be confronted!  

CONCLUSION 

   Do you see why Paul used such strong language? The stakes are high. If the roots of the Gospel are 

perverted, it affects the eternal destiny of people’s souls. There are some things worth fighting for; there 

are some things that we must confront at the risk of offending whole groups of people. If we loved the lost 

and struggling Christians like Paul did, we will be no less blunt and even harsh with those propagating a 

false Gospel than Paul was.  


