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James 1:26-27 26  If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not 
his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain. 27  Pure 
religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. !

James 1:21-25  21  Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, 
and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 22  But 
be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23  For 
if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his 
natural face in a glass: 24  For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway 
forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25  But whoso looketh into the perfect law of 
liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 
work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.  !

James has just described the engrafting of the word and the outcome of that engrafting: 
doing. James then begins to describe what it means to be a doer of the (word and) 
work. !
James describes what a doer of the (word and) work is not. !
26a If any man among you seem to be religious, !
Any man among you meaning those who are among the twelve tribes which are 
scattered abroad within the churches.  !
Seem to be meaning either any man that thinks himself to be or any man that is 
perceived by others to be. !
Religious meaning outwardly displaying religion as in public worship or other acts 
associated with what a person believes. !
James describes someone who does not seem to be a hearer only or a forgetful hearer, 
but someone who looks like heard the word of truth and are a Christian because they do 
outwardly the things that Christians do in their public worship. For instance, this person 
may attend church, pray, read the Bible, tithe, take communion, wash feet, and be 
baptized. !
Jesus condemned the scribes and Pharisees of the time because they thought themselves 
to be religious and were thought to be religious by their outward actions. !

Matthew 23:1-7 1  Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, 2  Saying, 
The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: 3  All therefore whatsoever they bid you 
observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do 
not. 4  For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's 
shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 5  But all 
their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, 
and enlarge the borders of their garments, (Continued)  
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(Continued) 6  And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the 
synagogues, 7  And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. !

26b and bridleth not his tongue, !
The control of the tongue is a clear indication of regeneration. This phrase describes a 
person who seems to be a doer of the word, but is not; a person who talks about their 
religiosity continually, who is swift (not slow) to speak which is contrary to what James 
has commanded in verse 19. !
Jesus defined the origin of good and evil speech: the abundance of the heart. !

Matthew 12:34-37 34  O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good 
things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 35  A good 
man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an 
evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. 36  But I say unto 
you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment. 37  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, 
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. !

26c but deceiveth his own heart, !
A person who looks religious outwardly and speaks swiftly and pridefully of their 
religion is not only deceiving those around them but even their own selves. !
Jesus continued his condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees for their pride. !

Matthew 23:25-28 25  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full 
of extortion and excess. 26  Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is 
within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 27  
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited 
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of 
dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 28  Even so ye also outwardly 
appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. !

Jesus says that it is not only the outward appearance that matters, but also the inward 
change. The outward work cannot produce an inward change, but an inward work will 
produce an outward change. A doer of the work must also be a doer of the word. A doer 
of the word will be a doer of the work. !
26d this man's religion is vain. !
There is no value to the religious practice of the unregenerate person. That person who, 
like the scribes and Pharisees, looks religious outwardly, but in speech reveals the 
abundance of their heart: evil. !
Jesus describes how to identify such persons: by their fruits. 
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Matthew 7:15-23 15  ¶Beware of false prophets, which come to you in 
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 16  Ye shall know 
them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17  Even so 
every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18  
A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit. 19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and 
cast into the fire. 20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 21  ¶Not 
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22  Many will say 
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in 
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? 23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from 
me, ye that work iniquity. !

27a Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, !
James turns from the negative (impure religion) to the positive (pure religion).  !
It is God and the Father who define what religion is. Man does not define religion. God 
sets the standard and all religion is judged against the standard. Anything beyond what 
God defines is impure and defiled. The word contains the standard and James reveals a 
part of pure religion in this verse. !
27b To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, !
This phrase is very important. God established a standard. It is not only to acknowledge 
the fatherless and widows, but to visit them in their affliction. It is active, not passive. It 
is to do the word and work. James is writing to the the twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad, the Jews, who would know the law which directed them to care for strangers, 
fatherless, and widows among them. !

Exodus 22:22 Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless child. !
Deuteronomy 24:17 Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of the stranger, nor 
of the fatherless; nor take a widow's raiment to pledge: !
Deuteronomy 14:28-29 28  At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the 
tithe of thine increase the same year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates: 29 And the 
Levite, (because he hath no part nor inheritance with thee,) and the stranger, and the 
fatherless, and the widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat 
and be satisfied; that the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand 
which thou doest.  ! !
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Deuteronomy 24:19-21 When thou cuttest down thine harvest in thy field, 
and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, thou shalt not go again to fetch it: it shall be for the 
stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow: that the LORD thy God may bless thee 
in all the work of thine hands. 20 When thou beatest thine olive tree, thou shalt 
not go over the boughs again: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the 
widow. 21 When thou gatherest the grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean 
it afterward: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow. !
Psalms 82:3 Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. !

A doer of the word and work recognizes the mercy given unto their self by God and the 
outcome is mercy given to those in need. !
27c and to keep himself unspotted from the world. !
James has described the invisible inward work and the visible outward work, and now 
describes the visible upward work. The doer of the word works in all three directions. !

Micah 6:8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD 
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God? !

This is the simplicity of pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father, but it is 
difficult. The problem here is that a person may say that they do justly, and love mercy, 
and walk humbly, but not all of the time. The solution here lies in the recognition of the 
problem. Paul describes this struggle as well as any in Romans. !

Romans 7:14-25 14  For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold 
under sin. 15  For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; 
but what I hate, that do I. 16  If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the 
law that it is good. 17  Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 18  
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present 
with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 19  For the good that I 
would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 20  Now if I do that 
I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 21  I find 
then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 22  For I delight in the 
law of God after the inward man: 23  But I see another law in my members, 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 
which is in my members. 24  O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death? 25  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. !

God’s work, through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Ghost, is what enables us to 
overcome. !

Revelation 12:10-11 10  And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come 
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the 
accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 
11  And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.
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