
Jesus Calls a Fisherman to Catch Men   Luke 5:1-11       4/27/14  #17

I. Introduction.  

II. Jesus demonstrates His authority over His creation – a great haul of fish.  5:1-7

A. Jesus teaches the crowds.  5:1-3
1. As Jesus proclaims the word of God the crowds press in upon Him. 5:1 4:32,36,43
2. Jesus uses the boat of Simon (Peter) as his pulpit.  5:2-3

B. Jesus tells Simon to let down his nets for a catch.  5:4-7
1. Why might this have been a difficult command for Simon to follow?
2. To his credit, Simon obeys Jesus.  v. 5   
3. Jesus gives Simon and his partners the catch of a lifetime.  v. 6-7

C. What is the significance of this miracle?   
1. Jesus’ ability to work this miracle does not depend upon the faith of the recipient.
2. Jesus has sovereign authority over nature.  8:25  Mt. 17:24-27
3. The second Adam is restoring dominion.  Gen. 1:28   Psalm 8:3-8  Heb. 2:5-8
4. Jesus feeds His people.  Isa. 55:1-2  John 6:35    
5. Jesus is leading Peter to repentance and faith.
6. The catch is a picture of Peter’s calling.  v. 10b    

D. How does this section apply to us?
1. We must submit to the Lord even when it doesn’t make sense to us. 22:42 Pr. 3:5-6
2. Jesus is Lord over all of life, including our vocations, our families, our recreation

and our finances.  Eph. 5:22-6:9  Pr. 22:24  
3. Ultimately, obedience will bring blessing.  5:6  Heb. 6:10

E. This catch of fish is a powerful illustration of how God works in our lives.  John 15:5
1. Divine sovereignty – Our success is totally dependent upon the Lord’s blessing. 
2. Human responsibility – You won’t catch any fish unless you exert effort to push

off from the shore and throw out your nets.  1 Thess. 2:7-13  Pr. 6:6-11
3. Divine glory – He receives all of the credit for what is accomplished.  1 Co. 1:31

III. Jesus exercises His authority by calling Peter to be a fisher of men.  5:8-11 

A. The Lord’s presence exposes human sin.  5:8-10a   
1. Why does this miracle make such a great impression on Peter?
2. Why does Peter want Jesus to depart?  4:42
3. The nearness of God makes people fear because they feel their sinfulness.  1:12 2:9 

8:37  1 Ti. 1:15  Isa. 6:1-5  Job 42:1-6  Gen. 3:8 18:27  Ezek. 1:28  Ex. 20:19
4. Peter’s request that Jesus depart is one prayer best left unanswered. 
5. Have you come to the realization that you are a great sinner?  18:13-14  15:18-19 

Pr. 21:2    Rom. 3:10-20,23  Isa. 53:6  Phil. 3:4-11  Gal. 3:24   Acts 17:30 
6. Approach the Lord with reverence and awe.  Heb. 12:28

B. Jesus tells repentant sinners not to fear.  v. 10b
1. Fear not because Jesus is the friend of sinners. 1:13,30 2:10 7:34 5:30-32 15:1-2,7
2. Through Him, a repentant sinner like Peter can safely draw near to God.  4:18-19

18:13-14 15:18-19   1 Pet. 3:18   Eph. 2:18  John 14:6  Acts 4:12   



C. Jesus calls repentant sinners to share in His kingdom work.  v. 10c  Mt. 4:21
1.  Peter is to become a catcher of men. v. 10c 
2. Peter is an example of the kind of person whom Jesus calls.  5:32  Acts 4:13 
3. Jesus uses transformed sinners to bring other sinners to salvation.  10:2  5:32
4. When the Lord saves you, He enlists you in His service.  1 Pet. 4:10-11  Eph. 2:10
5. Peter will again see bursting nets.  Act 2:41 4:3-4    

D. Those who follow Jesus radically change their lives.  v. 11 5:27-28 9:23 18:22,28          
1 Thess. 1:9-10  Col. 1:13 
1. Peter and his partners leave everything to follow Jesus.
2. This is a picture of what it means to be Jesus’ disciple.  18:22
3. Does this mean that all of us have to literally leave our vocations, our possessions

and our homes in order to be Jesus’ disciples? 14:27,33 16:13 18:22 

E. There are remarkable parallels to other well-known passages of Scripture.  
1. The calling of Isaiah the prophet – epiphany (appearance of divine majesty),

fearful reaction, reassurance, commission.  Isaiah 6:1-10
2. Peter’s restoration after Jesus’ resurrection.  John 21:1-17  

a. Peter, having failed Jesus, returns to fishing.   John 21:1-3a
b. No fish were caught that night.  Luke 5:2,5  John 21:3b-5
c. Jesus tells him to cast out his net one more time.  Luke 5:4  John 21:6a
d. The net is miraculously full of fish.  Luke 5:6-7  John 21:6b
e. This time Peter runs to Jesus instead of running away.  Luke 5:8  John 21:7
f. Peter is recommissioned to serve Jesus. Luke 5:10-11 John 21:15-17

IV. Concluding applications. 

A. Jesus’ call of Peter portrays how He calls each of us to be His disciples.
1. You encounter the Lord and hear His Word.
2. You acknowledge that you are a great sinner (repentance).  
3. Jesus takes away your fear as you trust in His mediation.
4. Jesus enlists you in His service which becomes THE turning point in your life.

B. Launch out into the deep waters and keep casting the nets as you plead with the Lord
for a great catch of fish.  Isa. 55:11  

Discussion questions
1. Are there things that God tells you to do (through Scripture) which you don’t understand?
2. What is the significance of the miracle of the large catch of fish?
3. How does God’s sovereignty in the catch of fish affect how we look at our endeavors?
4. How does human responsibility in the catch of fish keep us from a lazy hypercalvinism? 
5. Why is Peter afraid after the great catch of fish?

Why is his reaction different from that of the people of Capernaum?
6. How does the call of Peter resemble the way the Lord calls each of us?
7. How does Peter’s call resemble that of Isaiah in Isaiah 6?
8. In what ways does this scene resemble Peter’s restoration in John 21?  

Are there differences?
9. In what ways will cast your net this week? 


