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Reveling in the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

Redemption Accomplished and Applied (John Murray) 
 
Read Paul’s Instructions with our “Numbers goggles” on… 
2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1 
Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. … 16 What agreement has the 
temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as 
God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Therefore go out 
from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no 
unclean thing; then I will welcome you, 18 and I will be a father to you, 
and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.”  
1 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in 
the fear of God.  
 
We have been Cleansed and Sanctified for God… 

 

Key Idea:  
We can live with the One True & Holy God, not because He has 

lowered His standards, but because Jesus has given His life, making us 
fit for God. 

 
 
What does it mean to be “separate” from unbelievers? 
1. Why do you ask? 
2. 1 John 1:9 – to “complete” our sanctification (God’s salvation gives us Truth, 

Life & Love/Fruit) 
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In the Wilderness: The Book of Numbers 
Getting Ready to Fight for the Promised Land: Part 3, Made Fit for God – 
Numbers 1:1–10:36 

Sermon Outline – April 26, 2015 
 

Children’s Sermon/Introduction  
! God’s Word Creates… 
 1 Peter 1:22–25 
  Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere 
brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you 
have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, 
through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for “All flesh is like grass 
and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the 
flower falls, 25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word 
is the good news that was preached to you. 
! The Good News is Like a Seed (Sunflower… Kids Outline) 
Follow-up… 
! God’s Salvation Pictured in Israel 

Getting Israel Ready to Fight for the Promised Land…  
Made Fit for God (Reveling in All that Jesus Accomplished!) 

 

B IG PICTURE:  GOD’S ARMY 

  ISRAEL NUMBERED AND ORDERED (1–2) 
 1. GOD IS WITH ISRAEL 
 2. THEY ARE BEING NUMBERD FOR BATTLE 
  LEVITES NUMBERED AND ORDERED (3–4) 
   1. BELONG TO GOD 
 2. SERVE GOD EXCLUSIVLY 

  CONSECRATION OF ISRAEL’S CAMP (5:1–7:27) 
   1. UNCLEAN PEOPLE (5:1-4) 
 2. CONFESSION AND RESTITUTION (5:5-10) 
 3. A TEST FOR ADULTERY (5:11-31) 
 4. THE NAZIRITE VOW (6:1-21) 
  CONSECRATION OF THE TABERNACLE (6:22–8:4) 

  CONSECRATION OF THE LEVITES (8:5–26) 

  “…these laws [in chapters 5-6] are related to one another by a common theme, 
and they fit their context perfectly. The common theme is separation, from 
impurity and to the Lord, in order that the whole of Israel may receive the Lord’s 
blessing. i 
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Today’s Key Idea:  
Jesus deals with our cursed nature and our rebellion. 

 

Unclean People (Numbers 5:1-4) 
 

Unclean, Clean & Holy 
“That which is unclean is the antithesis [opposite] of that which is holy; it is impure 
and abnormal for its class. That which is clean is in a middle state; it is pure and 
normal for its class. That which is holy is made so by sanctification and is fitted for 
the divine use in the divine presence.” (bold mine) ii 
 

Two Common, Unbiblical ways of Thinking 
1. For God to be fair: This mortal life should be equally enjoyed by everyone 

(Time for Repentance – Cf. Acts 17:26–27; Romans 8:18–23) 
2. Since disease and disabilities come to us because we are a sinful race, then 

any handicap or sickness is the result of some particular sin. 

John 9:1–3 (Cf. Luke 13:1–5; Galileans/Pilate, Tower in Siloam) 
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that 
the works of God might be displayed in him.  
 

Numbers 5:1–4a 
1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Command the people of Israel that 
they put out of the camp everyone who is leprous or has a discharge and 
everyone who is unclean through contact with the dead. 3 You shall put 
out both male and female, putting them outside the camp, that they may 
not defile their camp, in the midst of which I dwell.” 4 And the people of 
Israel did so, and put them outside the camp; as the Lord said… 
 

What is God Teaching Israel? 
! Any contact with death makes them unfit to draw near to God. 
! It is not just the sins they commit that make them unfit for God, who they are 

also makes them unfit! 
 

What does this Teach Us? (The Need for Holiness) 
“There is an analogy between Israel preparing for Canaan and God’s people today 
preparing for the kingdom that cannot be shaken. As the camp was purged of all 
the unclean (5:1–4), similarly only the pure will be recorded in the book of life and 
enter the heavenly city (Rev. 3:5; 21:27).” iii 
 

Revelation 21:22, 27 
22 And I saw no temple in the city [the New Jerusalem], for its temple is 
the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. … 27 But nothing unclean will 
ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only 
those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
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1 Corinthians 15:50 (Romans 7:24 – “body of death”)  
…flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable.  
 
But Jesus… (Women bleeding, 12 yrs. – Matthew 9:20–22) 
Hebrews 13:11–12 
…the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places 
by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 12 So 
Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through 
his own blood. 
 

 

Key Point #1:  
Jesus washes the death off us. 

 
Confession, Restitution & Substitution (Numbers 5:5-10) 

 

Vertical Sin & Horizontal Sin (e.g. Stealing) 
! The Offence against the Person: The loss of property… and it’s use 
! The Offence against God: 

1. Image of God; How you treat people is how you are treating God.  
(Cf. Ambassador) 

2. Rebellion (Thou shalt not steal) 
Numbers 5:5–8 
5 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 6 “Speak to the people of Israel, 
When a man or woman commits any of the sins that people commit by 
breaking faith with the Lord, and that person realizes his guilt, 7 he shall 
confess his sin that he has committed. And he shall make full restitution 
for his wrong, adding a fifth to it and giving it to him to whom he did the 
wrong. 8 But if the man has no next of kin to whom restitution may be 
made for the wrong, the restitution for wrong shall go to the Lord for the 
priest, in addition to the ram of atonement with which atonement is made 
for him. 
 
Restitution vs. Forgiveness 
1. We have been forgiven much… we must forgive each other 
2. When we turn from sin… we must produce fruit in keeping with repentance 
 
Who is Our Substitute Offering to Give to God? 
 

 

Key Point #2:  
Jesus pays for our rebellion. 

 


